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SAVING A TREASURE
by Fr. Sean Mullen

Old buildings are often thought to be 
the bane of the church’s existence 
these days. 

Old buildings like ours are big, imposing, often in-
accessible to the handicapped or those who have difficulty with 
stairs, plus they are expensive to heat and to maintain.  But for nos-
talgia’s sake, we Episcopalians find it hard to give up our old build-
ings even though they don’t serve us very well, for all the reasons 
just mentioned and more – or so the thinking goes: these old build-
ings are white elephants, hung like albatrosses around our necks; 
we’d be better off without them.  When you consider the numbers 
– for indeed, our buildings do require costly maintenance, care, 
heat, etc. – it is not hard to see the logic behind this thinking.  And 
I imagine that there are some old buildings that may not be worth 
the cost involved with keeping them up and running, although I 
wouldn’t be prepared to name any specifically.

I suspect, however, that in the church today we tend to project onto 
our buildings our own fears about ourselves as a church.  The build-
ings are old, costly, ineffective, and not suitable to the task at hand 
– are these not the very fears we harbor about ourselves individu-
ally and corporately as a church?  It is so much more convenient to 
pin the blame on the buildings and all their costly beams than to see 
the logs in our own eyes, as it were.

The old consecration service (of the 1928 version of the BCP) pos-
ited that the reason we built churches was that we were “moved ei-
ther by the express command of God, or by the secret inspiration of 
the blessed spirit” to “erect… houses for the public worship of God, 
and separate… them from all unhallowed, worldly, and common 
uses, in order to fill men’s [sic] minds with greater reverence for his 
glorious Majesty….”  Thinking this way asks a lot of a building – 
much more than people usually ask of buildings today, which are 
asked most often simply to fulfill a “program” of usefulness.  Saint 
Mark’s was conceived to be up to the task, however, and to be a 
sacramental place for a sacramental people to encounter a living 
God in a sacramental world, among other things.

This year we have embarked on a major project of historic preserva-
tion of our church.  Spurred on by the award of a large and presti-
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This view shows the 
scaffolding in place 

over the North and 
South Aisles as 

restoration began 
this summer.
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gious grant we began to raise the money needed to tend to the most 
pressing repairs to the roofs, masonry and glass of the church and its 
associated buildings.  It’s a costly project ($1.85 million), but one that 
we undertake with joy because we see it as a task of stewardship of a 
gift that has been 
entrusted to our 
care.  As I write 
these words, I can 
report that we 
have raised 90% 
of the money to 
fund this project 
with the generous 
gifts of just shy of 
100 individuals, 
families, and 
f o u n d a t i o n s .  
This is a good po-
sition to be in, 
but it is not where 
we need to be.  
We need to get to 
100% of the 
funding, and 
chances are good 
that we need your 
help to get there.

If you have 
thought that you 
have nothing to offer to a project of this size and scope, I want to assure 
you that your gift – no mater how big or small – is important to the 
parish.  I know I speak for the Vestry and the Capital Campaign lead-
ership when I say that we want this project to be a success for the entire 
parish family, and we want the entire parish family to rejoice in its suc-
cess.  Your participation matters because you are a part of the family.  
As the completion of the fund-raising nears (and, before long, com-
pletion of the work itself ), now is the right time to come and join the 

push to get us across the finish line with confidence and joy.

In a couple of months we’ll be turning to the annual parish budget and 
I’ll ask you to consider what you can give to help fund the ministries of 

this parish.  But 
for a moment 
now, I hope we 
will all be atten-
tive to that “secret 
inspiration of the 
blessed spirit” 
that moved our 
predecessors to 
build such a fine 
and beautiful 
church on Locust 
Street 165 years 
ago.  I firmly be-
lieve that that 
neither the “ex-
press command 
of God” nor the  
“secret inspira-
tion” has ever left 
this place – the 
Spirit has been 
urging us onward 
all this time: 
making us the 
people, the par-

ish, the community, the church we are, as God calls us to build up his 
church and kingdom in and around and from this sacred place.  And I 
thank God that, through our ancestors, he has given us this place of 
beauty – hallowed, other-worldly, and entirely uncommon – to be our 
spiritual home, and to care for as good and faithful servants of the 
Lord.

On September 21, the students and staff of St. James School were commissioned during the 9am Family Mass. The Reverend Mullen, Chair 
of the Board of Directors of St. James School, led the commissioning, and invited students, staff, and board members of Saint James School 
to the front of the church where he said prayers and offered a blessing on the school’s work. The new addition during this annual event was the 
presence of the Saint Mark’s Church Boys and Girls Choir, comprised of St. James School students and children from Saint Mark’s Church. 
The choir, under the direction of Saint Mark’s Choir Director and St. James School Music Teacher Dr. Darryl Roland, led the congregation 
in singing hymns. Students, families and other guests enjoyed a festive refreshment hour hosted by Saint Mark’s Church at the end of Mass.
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REALLY BAD REASONS TO GIVE

Fear. You’ll go to Hell. The Bible commands us to tithe (that’s 10% 
folks, and some still do). You’ll be ashamed to go to Saint Mark’s if you 
aren’t a giver. (See also Guilt, below). God loves us, and isn’t out to get us.

Pride. The numbers don’t lie: at Saint Mark’s, like so many other 
churches, there are probably many of us who would be among the larg-
est givers if we actually did tithe. But the chance to have recognition or 
influence on church polity is a dreadful reason to give. The Pharisee 
stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other 
people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. I fast 
twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ (Luke 18:11-12) Be the tax col-
lector, who admits his sins and gives in the humility of them.

LESSER, BUT STILL BAD REASONS TO GIVE

Guilt. Closely related to fear, without the same threats of Hellfire or 
shaming, this motivation is more internal. Arguably it’s a more con-
structive reasoning, as it comes from within, as a misguided effort at 
self-improvement, and not outward condemnation. But it’s certainly 
not a great reason to give. (See also Fear, above.)

Habit. Some churches require tax returns to accompany tithing records 
in order to remain a member in good standing. I grew up in a Pentecos-
tal tradition where tithing was stressed – it was common, but not po-
liced. The churches we attended were quite poor, so money was tight—
and my father was the pastor, so our household was reliant on it and 
frequently lived on a fraction of an already modest salary. As I moved 
on to different churches, it was easy to continue to give 10% for a while, 
because it was what I was used to. But it was budgetary inertia, not 
caritas, that kept up my contributions. After too many years of school, 
my income grew, but my giving grew less proportionately, as other 
things encroached in my budget. And, of course, there were other rea-
sons to give. (See Pride, above.)

IMPORTANT TRUTHS, BUT NOT THE
BEST REASONS TO GIVE

Obligation (or the price of admission). I’m an economist, accountant, 
and lawyer, so I know that things cost money, and I know something 
about how to enforce collecting those costs. But we live under cove-
nant, not contract, with God. We should all be cognizant of the fact 
that our mere presence here contributes to the costs. We should all 
hope that we cover the cost of our involvement in Saint Mark’s. This is 
part of stewardship. At the same time, by definition of our Christian 
mission, this won’t always occur; to evangelize and minister the way 
Christ commanded, we must necessarily give to those who have not, 
and help cultivate what others might become—as Christians, as minis-
ters, and, yes, as potential givers.

At parishes with endowments, we sometimes take giving for granted, 
but annual giving now covers less than half of Saint Mark’s annual bud-
get. Yet only from surplus can we actually expand our ministries, both 
within and beyond the church walls. Stewardship is both an individual 
and collective obligation. But stewardship is part of our sacred cove-
nant, which means we have a relationship with the Creator, not a con-
tract to be enforced. (See also Guilt, above, and Making up for lack of ser-
vice, below).

Making up for lack of service. I’m out of town a lot, which makes it 
legitimately difficult to commit to certain church activities. But giving 
also becomes a rationalization for not participating as often. The 
church needs people who give and people who serve, right? The truth is, 
the church needs people —specific individuals— who do both. Doing 
one or the other is good, and we all have different talents and resources. 
But giving and serving aren’t perfect substitutes, either, and we all have 
to find for ourselves what amount of both is right. (See also Obligation, 
above. NB: The converse of making up for lack of service is serving to make up 
for a lack of giving.)

Reaping Abundantly. This one can be abused and turned into Prosper-
ity Gospel, but it’s true: God provides. One of the things I miss about 
the Pentecostal churches I grew up in was when Sunday or Wednesday 

Why Not Give?
A SLACKER’S AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL 
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF BAD GIVING

by Daniel Austin Green

Why give? There’s a long litany of obvious and less-obvious answers I could run through, but who wants  
to hear that again? So, I ask: why not give? I don’t just mean this rhetorically, though; I’m actually going 

to tell you exactly why you should not give, all of them reasons why I have given at some point.
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night services became “testimony night,” as people started talking 
about the things God had done in their life. There’s legitimate scripture 
on the side of this reason, too: Each of you must give as you have made up 
your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver. And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so 
that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in 
every good work. II Corinthians 9:7-8

I think we all struggle with the cheerful part at times, but we really, re-
ally believe in the blessings in abundance bit. But it’s not giving in ex-
pectation that God wants. Literal or metaphorical, material or spiritu-
al, there are treasures in store. But don’t calculate your return on 
investment… at least not in dollars. (See also Obligation, above.)

SO WHY GIVE?

Okay, I guess I actually do have to sort of get to this. There are a bazil-
lion things going on in this parish, which impact each of us in different 
ways, and all of which need both financial and volunteer support. We 
have a sacred and communal obligation to do both. How, and to what 
degree, you do those is your business. But it’s also our business, and, 
more importantly, God’s. True stewardship, in all of its forms, is what 
we do because we can and we ought, not because we must.

WHY DO I GIVE?

Some days I don’t know. There are a lot of residual bad giving motiva-
tions I struggle against. Ultimately, though, I see a lot of reasons to give 
at Saint Mark’s: they’re in the pews around me, they’re singing from the 
chancel, they’re spinning the censer around without losing control and 
injuring us, they’re preaching from the pulpit, they’re serving soup 
while I’m still asleep on Saturday mornings, they’re studying the Bible 
in the evening while I’m still at work, they’re reading from the lectern, 
they’re making sure there are beautiful flowers, they’re acolyting at fu-
nerals when we lose one of our own, they’re in the garden, they’re fixing 
a broken pew, they’re cleaning the restrooms, they’re volunteering at 
Saint James School, they’re organizing 20s and 30s functions, they’re 
working with other churches, they’re on mission trips… and some-
times, at this time of year, some of them are reminding you about all 
these things you already know, and reminding you that it’s almost 
pledge card season. This work is all part of our community, it’s all part 
of our covenant with God, and it’s something we must do together.

So when you think about all the reasons to give, remember my list of 
reasons not to. When you find yourself getting close to one of those, I’d 
suggest you add on an extra 5% to your pledge for each cheerful giving 
demerit… but there I go falling right back into my own bad habits. (See 
Guilt, Obligation, above.)

dates to remember

Oct 4 Family Trip to Linvilla Orchards  
(Meet at St. Mark’s at 10:30 am)

Oct 5 Blessing of Animals & Choral Even-
song (3:30 in the Garden, 4 pm  
in the Church)

Oct 15 20s/30s Simple Supper

Oct 24 Calvin Hampton Memorial Concert 
(7 pm Lecture, 8 pm Concert)

Oct 25 Saturday in the Garden
(8:30 am – 2:30pm)

Nov 2 All Saints Sunday  
We’re keeping the feast on Sunday this year 
at all services, including Choral Evensong & 
Benediction

Nov 3 Solemnity of All Souls – Choral High 
Requiem Mass at 7 pm

Nov 16 Commitment Sunday & Celebration 
Brunch; Children’s Choir  
Festival at 9 am

20s/30s Simple Suppers
WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 15

Join us for our next 20s/30s Simple Supper at 6:30 pm on Wednesday, October 
15th in South Philadelphia. These dinners are a casual and easy way to get to know 
one another more deeply – to share in food, conversation, and worship with the 
community of young adults here at Saint Mark’s, a community that continues to 
grow in its size, leadership, and discipleship. Upcoming dates for these monthly 
Simple Suppers include November 19th (which is not the night before Thanksgiv-
ing, just FYI) and December 10th. Suppers are open to all 20s/30s, so feel free to 
bring along a friend. Interested in finding out more? Come and see!

Family Fun Day at 
Linvilla Orchards
SATURDAY OCTOBER 4

It’s pumpkin time! Bring your family (whatever their ages) to our annual trip to 
Linvilla Orchards in Media, PA, on Saturday, October 4. If you’ve never been to 
Linvilla at harvest time this is the year to make the trip. There are lots of fun au-
tumn activities for kids and adults alike, such as: pumpkin picking, hay rides, apple 
cider tasting, and the apple slingshot! Plus, get all of your Halloween preparations 
finished in one fell swoop. We’re even going to be spending some time in Schola 
talking about the meaning of traditions like All Hallows’ Eve as it relates to All 
Saints’ Day and the Feast of All Souls. All families are invited, so feel free to bring 
friends and family along with you. We’ll meet at Linvilla Orchards at 11am by the 
entrance to the Farm Market. If you need a ride, please contact Mother Takacs. 
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NOW INCLUDES AN EXPANDED AFTER 
SCHOOL PROGRAM

The second choir season 
for the Boys and Girls 
Choir is in full swing 
with an expanded after-
school program where 
children ages 7-8 arrive 
at Saint Mark’s immedi-
ately following their 
school dismissal. Cho-
risters begin the pro-
gram every Monday and 
Wednesday by receiving 
a warm welcome and a 

healthy snack. Completing homework is next on the agenda with stu-
dents alternating between assignments and piano lessons. Remaining 
time includes a variety of reading activities. By 4:30, everyone is ready 
to begin an hour-long choir rehearsal. During the rehearsal time, our 
young choristers stand by their music stands and focus on developing 
fundamentals of choral singing, including breathing technique, vocal 
warm ups,  vowel placement, diction, vocal range and repertoire. 

Nowadays, many parents are working during the day and are faced with 
the challenges of finding transportation for their child at dismissal 
time. Saint Mark’s Church, like many other organizations, is now pro-
viding a van service to transport children from their school to our 
church. Parents are then available to pick up their child following their 
workday at 5:30 p.m.

Many opportuni-
ties exist for our 
parishioners to 
become involved 
in the Boys and 
Girls Choir! First, 
everyone is en-
couraged to share 
this information 
with friends and 
families and invite 
them to learn 
more about the 

program by contacting Dr. Roland! Second, parishioners may volun-
teer to provide homework help, assist in a variety of reading activities 
and distribute snacks.

The schedule for children and youth ages 9-17 consists of Monday and 
Wednesday rehearsals from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. as well as piano lessons 
that are scheduled between Dr. Roland and families at other times dur-
ing the week. Currently, the Boys and Girls Choir includes families 
from Center City, surrounding neighborhoods and southern New Jer-
sey and we look forward to welcoming new choristers throughout the 
choir season!

CHOIR HOSTS CHOIR FESTIVAL:  
HOME STAYS NEEDED!

On Sunday, November 16, choristers from the Cathedral Choir School 
of Delaware will join our Boys and Girls Choir to sing for the 9:00 a.m. 
Family Mass at Saint Mark’s Church. The choir festival will give our 
choristers an opportunity to sing with other peers who are receiving 
similar training and make new friends.

We’re anticipating approximately 25 choristers from Delaware who will 
arrive in Philadelphia on Saturday, November 15 at 10:00 a.m. They 
will rehearse with our choristers from 10:30 to noon and then enjoy a 
lunch together in the Parish Hall. A second rehearsal will resume at 
1:00 with sightseeing at 2:30.

Choir families and parishioners who are interested in volunteering for 
the choir festival may sign up to help serve lunch and/or provide home-
stays for the guest choristers. Regarding homestays, hosting families 
need to accommodate a minimum of two children, pick up the children 
at 5:00 p.m. at Saint Mark’s Church, provide an evening meal, get the 
children to bed at an early time, provide an early breakfast on Sunday, 
and make sure the choristers arrive at Saint Mark’s no later than 7:45 
a.m.! All of the choristers will rehearse on Sunday morning promptly at 
8:00 a.m. in preparation for the 9:00 a.m. Family Mass.

The guest choristers will range from about 9 – 16 years of age. Hosting 
families can request their preference to host boys or girls. When asked 
about some of their best experiences in choir, most choristers will com-
ment enthusiastically about choir trips. As a family who is providing a 
home stay, you are helping create fond memories that last a lifetime for 
young choristers. Please contact Ellen Doster at edoster@saintmark-
sphiladelphia.org to volunteer! Thank you!

Saint Mark’s Boys and Girls Choir
by Dr Darryl Roland
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Calvin Hampton 
Memorial Concert
Friday, October 24, 2014
GUEST ARTIST, HARRY HUFF | FEATURING THE SAINT 
MARK’S CHOIR, MATTHEW GLANDORF ,DIRECTOR

Lecture and Remembrances at 7:00 p.m.
Concert at 8:00 p.m.  |  Reception to follow

The Philadelphia Chapter of the American Guild of Organists and Saint 
Mark’s Church of Philadelphia are pleased to honor the memory of Cal-
vin Hampton in a concert of organ and choral music on Friday, October 
24, 2014 beginning at 7:00 p.m. in the church of Saint Mark’s Episcopal 
located at 1625 Locust Street in Philadelphia. On August 5th, 1984, 
Hampton, one of the most unique voices in church music, was silenced 
by complications of HIV/AIDS. This year marks the 30th Anniversary 
of his death. Hampton’s student and close friend, Harry Huff, will kick 
off the evening with a lecture and remembrances starting at 7:00 p.m., 
followed by a concert at 8:00 p.m. Through the generosity of Huff, the 
Saint Mark’s Choir will sing several works that are as of yet unpublished: 
Hampton’s arrangement of the John Jacob Niles song “I wonder as I 
wander, a multi movement Cantata “Sing My Tongue” based upon a new 
setting of the English translation of the ancient Latin text by John Ma-
son Neale and composed for Philip Brunelle, the Ascensiontide Motet 
“Ascendit in Caelos,” along with Hampton’s sublime setting of “We Plow 
the Fields.” The audience will also have the opportunity to sing a few of 
Hampton’s hymns!

Huff ’s solo organ selections by Calvin Hampton will be: Three pieces for 
Organ – “Prayer and Alleluias,” “In Paradisum,” and “Pageant,” along 
with “In Praise of Humanity,” and Hampton’s “Voluntary on Engelberg.

CALVIN HAMPTON

was born on December 31, 1938 in Kittanning, Pennsylvania, and died 
August 5, 1984, in Port Charlotte, Florida.  He grew up in Ohio and 
studied at the Oberlin Conservatory with Fenner Douglas, and at Syra-
cuse University with Arthur Poister.  For twenty years he was organist 
and choirmaster at Calvary Episcopal Church on Gramercy Park in New 
York City.  

Hampton excelled as an organist, performing extensively throughout the 
United States, Europe and South America.  From 1972 until 1982 he 
offered free midnight organ recitals every Friday evening at Calvary 
Church, which garnered him a cult following.  It is as a composer, how-
ever, that Hampton will be remembered the longest.  Prolific and eclec-
tic, he utilized such diverse elements as rock, gospel hymns, synthesizers, 
and quarter tones in his works.  In 1977, the New York Philharmonic 
performed his Concerto for Saxophone Quartet, Strings, and Percus-
sion, and in 1980 the Minneapolis National Convention of The Ameri-
can Guild of Organists commissioned and premiered his Concerto for 
Organ and Strings.  He was particularly well-known for his extensive 
contributions to the repertoire of liturgical music, as well as his numer-
ous compositions for organ solo.

ALL SAINTS & ALL SOULS 
AT SAINT MARK’S

This year we will depart from our usual practice and keep the Feast 
of All Saints on the Sunday after, November 2, as the Prayer Book 
allows.  We find that it is very inconvenient for people to try to be 
here to keep a feast on Saturday mornings or evenings, so we are 
making this slight adjustment this year for that reason.  This adjust-
ment creates the anomaly that we will have to keep All Souls the 
following day – Nov 3 (not its proper day), with a Choral High Re-
quiem Mass at 7 pm that night.  Please deliver the names of those 
you’d like remembered at Mass that night to the parish office with 
your memorial contribution.  The musical setting of the Requiem 
Mass will be of Ildebrando Pizzetti.

ANOTHER POPE RETIRES!
by Fr. Sean Mullen

From the day I arrived at Saint 
Mark’s 12 years ago through the mo-
ment you are reading this, Kent John 
Pope has been a trusted colleague 
and friend at Saint Mark’s.  He has 
often been the first person here in 
the morning and the last person to 
leave.  He loves this parish and it 
shows, and there is hardly a soul 
around who has worked harder and 
given more of himself than Kent 
John has.  He has hardly noticed 
that the years are gaining on him.  
The development of the Ministry 
Residents program puts some feet 
on the ground here at Saint Mark’s 
and some hands to the wheel that al-
low Kent John to lighten his work 
load here, and as of the end of Sep-
tember he’ll be retiring as a staff 
member at Saint Mark’s.  What ex-
actly this means it is hard to say – 
since KJP has done a lot more work 
around here than he has ever been paid for.  He will continue on as 
head of the Altar Guild and as a volunteer in many of his usual 
haunts.  And I will continue to be grateful for all he does for Saint 
Mark’s and for me!
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Thinking more deeply...
...in a violent world

by Mother Nora Johnson

How many times have you heard  
it said (or read it in the “comments” 
section of a blog or a newspaper)  
religion is the source of most  
of the world’s violence?
If that’s true, then what in the world are we doing in church? 

Come to the Sunday Forum to talk about this issue, among oth-
ers.  We’ve adopted it as a special focus for much of our program-
ming this season.  Beginning September 28 and continuing into 
October, Professor Phil Cary will lead us in a study of the Book of 
Jonah.  One of the central topics of that book is the prophet Jo-
nah’s frustration that God does not get to smite the inhabitants of 
Nineveh because they have repented.  This book is a great resource 
for thinking about, as Prof. Cary says, “learning to love people 
we’d rather see dead.” And it tells us something about the notion 
of God’s wrath in Judaism and ultimately in Christianity. 

In November we will be given an introduction to Islam, taught by 
Prof. Roy Clouser.  This will give us a terrific opportunity to think 
more deeply and in a more informed way about a faith that is 
much in the news.  We may not have easy answers to the raging 
conflicts in the Middle East—we know we don’t—but it’s vital to 
keep our heads clear and our hearts open.  Please join us for this 
very important series.

In between these two topics, we will have a chance to learn about 
the religious art of Duncan Grant and Vanessa Bell, two members 
of the Bloomsbury group, a community of intellectuals and artists 
in early twentieth-century England that also included such fig-
ures as novelist Virginia Woolf and economist John Maynard 
Keynes.  This class will be a feast for the senses and will also help 
us think about the role of faith in the lives of some notably secular 
thinkers.  Were they perhaps people who believed that religion 
was responsible for many of the world’s conflicts?  If so, what did 
they believe they were they doing when they created religious art?

Finally, though not least among important topics, October 26 will 
see the participants in the Forum discussing stewardship. Have 
you ever wanted to be able to ask other parishioners how they 
thought about giving to the church?  Have you ever wanted to ask 
questions of the stewardship team?  This session will give us a 
chance to talk to each other and to members of the team about a 
vital aspect of our individual and collective call to discipleship.

10 am Adult Forum
September 28: Studying the Scriptures: The Book of Jonah.  
A comic masterpiece about going to hell and back, and what 
this has to do with learning to love people we’d rather see 
dead.  Also, the joke’s on us. To hear why, come hear parish-
ioner Prof. Phil Cary, author of a commentary on the book of 
Jonah.  First session of a four-part series, continuing October 
5, 12, and 19.

October 5: Studying the Scriptures: The Book of Jonah, part 
two.

October 12: Studying the Scriptures: The Book of Jonah, part 
three.

October 19: Studying the Scriptures: The Book of Jonah, part 
four.

October 26: Thinking about Stewardship.  Members of the 
Stewardship speak to us about the lively, creative work they 
are doing to support the parish, and about the place that 
stewardship has in their own lives.  This is a good time to ask 
questions and grow in understanding about what it means 
that God’s riches are partly in our own hands.

November 2: Bloomsbury Goes to Church: The Religious Art 
of Duncan Grant and Vanessa Bell. Parishioner John Williams 
will discuss and show religious murals that Bloomsbury paint-
ers Duncan Grant and Vanessa Bell did in an Anglican coun-
try parish and Lincoln Cathedral. Both Grant and Bell were 
at best irreligious, but these works speak to a deeper level of 
understanding God through art.  Mr. Williams received a 
Master’s Degree in Liberal Studies from Rollins College in 
Winter Park, Florida and was a Humanities adjunct instruc-
tor there, teaching among other classes, a course on the 
Bloomsbury Group.  

November 9: An Introduction to Islam.  Parishioner Roy 
Clouser, Emeritus Prof. of Philosophy and Religion, will teach 
a three-part introduction to Islam, providing theological and 
historical background to help us think about contemporary 
issues in faith and politics.  Series continues on November 16 
and 23.

November 16: An Introduction to Islam, part two

November 23: An Introduction to Islam, part three
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MEET OUR NEW MINISTRY RESIDENTS

Children from Schola enjoy a family brunch in the garden.

A WORD FROM ELLEN DOSTER…

I will be working at Saint Mark’s as the Chil-
dren and Families Ministry Resident, and I’m 
thrilled to be here! I am working as part of the 
Servant Year program, which I came to 
through the Episcopal Service Corps. I was 
born and raised in a small town on the Georgia 
coast, and although I couldn’t wait to leave by 
the time I started college, I will always call that 
place my first home. I went to school at the University of the 
South in Sewanee, TN, where the first thing I did was join 
the University Choir. Having been raised as a Southern Bap-
tist, suddenly jumping into an Episcopal tradition as I did 
was a huge change for me, but it has also been one of the 
most formative experiences of my life so far. I graduated last 
May with a degree in English Literature and a certificate in 
creative writing. After deciding that I didn’t want to spend 
my senior year applying to graduate schools, I looked into 
the Episcopal Service Corps on the advice of a friend who 
knew I wanted to do service and take some time for discern-
ment. I am so excited to be here, and I’m looking forward to 
spending this year living and working at this wonderful 
church!

A WORD FROM JAMES ROLL…

As a recent graduate of Kenyon College of Ohio, the opportu-
nity presented by Servant Year elicits a wonderful adventure for 
me as I integrate myself into daily life at Saint Mark’s, and be-
ing able to explore what Philadelphia has to offer. My mother 
grew up in British Rhodesia, which influenced my course of 
study at Kenyon as I focused on African Decolonization, pri-
marily studying the ramifications of the Unilateral Declaration 
of Independence in Rhodesia in 1965. Outside of the class-

room, I participated in Model United Nations and was a regular volunteer at 
the Knox County Humane Society. I served for two terms on the Vestry of 
Harcourt Parish which was an incredible experience topped by the opportu-
nity to go to Diocesan Convention for the Diocese of Ohio twice. I love 
sports — I played Club Tennis at Kenyon College, as well as on the Varsity 
Fencing Team at Durham University where I spent a year abroad. To cap it all 
off, my table tennis team at Josephine Butler College won the Premiership 
League for Durham University. My desire to be constantly active explains 
why I have absolutely loved working at two summer camps—first at Camp 
Mitchell in Arkansas, then for City Camp at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in 
Germantown. I was born completely deaf, and utilize a cochlear implant in 
order to hear. Doctors told my parents that I was never supposed to speak in 
full sentences; however, I hope that you’ll come to learn that I can in fact hold 
a lively conversation—so please, don’t hesitate to come up and get the chance 
to introduce yourself to me!


