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Gilman’s Point is located about 700 vertical feet of elevation 
below the summit of Mount Kilimanjaro. When the 
average climber (like me) reaches Gilman’s Point he is 

about an hour and a half or so away from reaching the summit, 
called Uhuru Peak (elevation: 19,341 ft.). It must have been about 
half past five in the morning when my climbing partner Kevin, our 
two guides, and I reached Gilman’s Point in July, and when we did, I 
was virtually certain that I would reach the summit – a certainty that 
I could not have claimed a day earlier.
The previous day’s camp was at a place called School Hut, at an el-
evation of about 15,500 feet, nearly 4,000 vertical 
feet below the summit. Because the 
weather was perfectly clear, 
allowing great views of the 
summit, and because we 
had been approaching 
this stage of the 
mountain over the 
course of five days, 
getting progressive-
ly higher and 
higher, I knew that 
reaching the summit 
would require a 
bigger climb at higher 
altitude than any of the 
previous days’ trekking. I 
wasn’t sure I had the stamina 
and strength to get there, and I 
made this admission to my guide, as we 
looked up at the steep slopes we would begin to 
climb at midnight that night, beneath the illumination of a barely 
waning moon.
My four-months-long sabbatical was built around three challenges 
that I was not entirely sure I was up to. First, I hoped to walk the 
1007 kilometers of one of the routes of the Camino de Santiago de 
Compostela, from Sevilla to Santiago – essentially walking across 
all of Spain from south to north. Second, I hoped to reach the 
summit of Kilimanjaro – the highest peak in all of Africa. Third, I 
hoped to stay in the saddle during a week-long safari on horseback 
in the Masai Mara of Kenya.I have walked shorter versions of the 
Camino, I have climbed smaller mountains, and I have been on 
lesser horseback journeys; but each of these challenges was an order 
of magnitude greater than any similar challenge I’d set out on before. 
And I am older (and a bit rounder) than I ever have been before. 

Frankly, I did not know whether I’d accomplish the walk, the climb, 
or the ride.
Life is full of challenges, and some of us encounter God in these 
challenges, or we encounter questions about God, or at least we 
wish were encountering God (or questions about God) in the chal-
lenges. And not every challenge leads to a mountaintop; not every 
challenge leads to success. Sometimes you just look up at life and 
wonder if you have the stamina and the strength to get where you 
need to go. And sometimes, a consideration of the summit isn’t even 
part of the equation, so certain are you that you were not meant for 

the thin air and high elevations of mountaintops. 
Gilman’s Point can be a very useful place to 

stop and rest in such circumstances: to 
take stock of where you are.

The written description of the 
route that our outfitter 

provided said this:
When you reach Gilman’s 
Point… you may genu-
inely believe that you 
have already exhausted 

your reserves… this is 
actually very unlikely to be 

so. If you feel the need to give 
up…please proceed towards the 

summit for just two minutes before 
making your final decision… you will 

find hidden reserves for a final push, reserves 
that you were not aware you still had.

I had read that paragraph over and over again in the weeks and days 
leading up to our climb, and I was convinced that these instructions 
were correct and meaningful. I was convinced that even if I was 
feeling pretty exhausted by the time we reached Gilman’s Point, if I 
made it there, I could make it to the summit. I don’t think Jesus ever 
teaches quite this lesson in the Gospel – he is more likely to call you 
all the way to the summit, I think. But some of us need to focus on 
Gilman’s Point, to stop and rest there, and then to push on for two 
more minutes and see whether God isn’t making a path for us that 
we didn’t know was there, or didn’t think we could handle, so at last 
we can heed the call to reach the summit that only yesterday seemed 
unobtainable to us.

 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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OCTOBER
Monday10

10 a.m. Low Mass
Parish office closed

Saturday15
11 a.m. Family Trip to Linvilla Orchards
RSVP etakacs@saintmarksphiladelphia.org

Sunday16
1 p.m. Saint Mark’s Academy

Tuesday 25
6:30 p.m. 20s/30s Simple Supper
RSVP etakacs@saintmarksphiladelphia.org

NOVEMBER
Tuesday 1 - The Feast of All Saints

7 p.m. Solemn High Mass
Potluck supper following

Wednesday 2 - The Commemoration of All Faithful Departed
7 p.m. Choral Requiem Mass

Friday 4 and Saturday 5
Diocesan Convention at Philadelphia Episcopal Cathedral

Sunday 6
3 p.m. Choral Evensong and Benediction

Sunday13 - Commitment Sunday
Parish Brunch at the Racquet Club following the 11 a.m. 
Mass
RSVP nstansbury@saintmarksphiladelphia.org

Saturday19
11 a.m.  Advent Clean-Up Day
11 a.m. Family Soup Making

Tuesday 22
6:30 p.m. 20s/30s Simple Supper
RSVP etakacs@saintmarksphiladelphia.org

Thursday 24
Thanksgiving Day
10 a.m. Sung Mass

Sunday 27 - The First Sunday of Advent
3 p.m. A Procession of Advent Lessons and Carols
Rectory open house following

DECEMBER
Sunday 4

3 p.m. Choral Evensong and Benediction 
In memory of the Rev. Paulette Schiff

dates to remember

FAQ: THE FERNANDA GUILD  
AT SAINT MARK’S

WHAT IS THE FERNANDA GUILD?

 The Fernanda Guild is a new small group for 
the women of Saint Mark’s. Our gatherings 
are open to all who identify as women in our 
community (including girls!), and our 
purpose is to provide an opportunity for fel-
lowship, service to women in the city of 
Philadelphia, and service to all the people of 
Saint Mark’s.

WHO IS FERNANDA?

Our guild takes its name from Fernanda 
Wanamaker, the wife of Rodman Wana-
maker, who was one of the greatest benefac-
tors of Saint Mark’s. When Fernanda died 
unexpectedly in the year 1900, Rodman donated the Lady Chapel of 
Saint Mark’s in her memory. Her name is a reminder to us of the 
meaning of generosity and stewardship in the service of God.

WHEN DOES THE FERNANDA GUILD MEET?

So far, the Fernanda Guild has been meeting every other month. Our 
last gathering was a reception at the home of Mother Takacs in late 
August. We’ll be meeting again in October in an event that will support 
the Nationalities Service Center, a Philadelphia organization that helps 
to relocate refugee families in our region. In December, the Fernanda 
Guild will be hosting an all-parish event surrounding the Greening of 
the Church on the Sunday before Christmas (December 18).  
Stay tuned for more details!

HIDDEN RESERVES (CONTINUED FROM COVER)

Some other time, I may tell you what it felt like to reach the highest 
point in Africa: I’d be happy to share that with you. But for now, it seems 
to me like one of the lessons of my journey is what it felt like to reach 
Gilman’s Point – 700 feet shy of the summit. And this is what it felt like: 
I was breathing well in the thin air, the sun was beginning to climb up 
from the horizon into a clear sky, behind me was six days of uphill climb, 
I had a chocolate in my mouth, and I knew beyond the shadow of a 
doubt that a goal that only one day previously had seemed deeply uncer-
tain to me was now nearly beneath my feet. And all those factors 
combined to make me extremely grateful to God, whose presence felt 
very near.
God was good to me over the last four months in helping me to achieve 
all three goals that were embedded in my sabbatical itinerary, and a 
great many other accomplishments and discoveries that I didn’t even 
know awaited me. My enduring reflection over these months has been 
of deep gratitude: for the gifts God has given me, for the great opportu-
nity to pack so much into four months (thanks to a grant from the Lilly 
Endowments), and for the marvelous gift that Saint Mark’s is in my life. 
In the months ahead I will try to share as much as I can of the stories 
and insights I have gathered throughout my travels, without boring you 
too much. And I will always be listening with you for Jesus’ call to go up 
the mountain, but watching, too, for Gilman’s Point, where we may 
need to pause for encouragement and for what one old hymn called 
“blessed assurance.” I’m sure we will find it!
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Saving a 
Treasure
The success of our Saving a Treasure capital campaign has 
allowed us to undertake some additional historic preservation 
of the masonry at the exterior of the west end of the church, 
where scaffolding has been erected. This work includes reha-
bilitation of the sandstone facade of the church, and well as 
repairs to the masonry of the large west window. The stone 
tracery of that window had shifted dangerously out of align-
ment over the years. Parts of the glass and stone have been 
removed to be reset. This work is made possible by the generous 
contributions that were made by so many parishioners in 
response to the challenge grant from the National Park Ser-
vice’s Save America’s Treasures program. Work is expected to 
continue through the first weeks of October.

SAINT MARK’S ACADEMY 
RETURNS THIS FALL
A few times a year we gather those who participate in minis-
tries related to the worship and liturgies of the church for 
fellowship and conversation at Saint Mark’s Academy. These 
gatherings are always opportunities for those who are inter-
ested in learning more about these ministries to do so and to 
get involved. If you participate in or are interested in joining 
the Altar Guild, altar servers, Daily Office officiants, ushers, 
or lectors, please join us on Sunday, October 16 at 1 p.m. for 
this gathering.
In addition to lunch everyone will be invited to stay for one 
of three short half-hour sessions meant to inform and 
instruct: Secrets of the Sacristy, Reading the Scriptures in Public 
and The Church’s Welcome.
Please contact Noah Stansbury for more information 
or to let him know that you can attend.

FALL FAMILY EVENTS SCHEDULE 

Attention, attention: the Fall Family Events Calendar is here! 
All of these events are open to all families with children here at 
Saint Mark’s – new families, long-time families, families with 
children in Schola or Pre-Schola, families with children in the 
Choir of Boys & Girls, or families in your neighborhood that 
you’d like to bring along. To find out more information about 
these activities or about our family ministries in general, please 
contact Mother Takacs. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15 – TRIP TO LINVILLA 
ORCHARDS, 11 A.M.

 Join us for our annual outing to Linvilla Orchards in Media, 
Penn. This is the perfect opportunity to get everything you’ll 
need for Halloween: apple butter, cider doughnuts, and – of 
course – the greatest, grandest pumpkin your block has ever 
seen! We’ll meet at Saint Mark’s at 11 a.m. and carpool to the 
orchards. Pack a picnic lunch and your best hayride gear. 
There’s face painting, games, and even an apple slingshot! 
Bring a friend or neighbor – all families with children are 
welcome. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19 – MORNING OF 
SERVICE – SOUP MAKING, 11 A.M.

 Meet in the parish kitchen after our 10 a.m. Mass for the op-
portunity to join together in making soup for the Soup Bowl. 
Each week, our parish serves gallons and gallons of soup to 
those who are in the most need in our community. This family 
day of soup making is an opportunity for our youngest disci-
ples to contribute that that important ministry. Bring along 
some ingredients for Dad’s Chicken Soup (found on the Soup 
Bowl page on the Saint Mark’s website), or just come along to 
help chop, season, and stir. 
Don’t forget: Mark your calendars for our Advent Pageant on 
Sunday, December 11 at 2 p.m.!
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BRINGING OUT OUR 
TREASURES

Robert McCormick

What a pleasure it has been to be among you for over a month now! 
My time thus far has been spent – with tremendous help from volun-
teers and staff alike – planning music, continuing the cataloging of the 
music library (including an online database, a project that will continue 
for several months, at least), setting up the choir room for the return 
of our choirs, communicating with choir members and choir parents 
on countless administrative details (I actually enjoy administration!), 
coordinating numerous matters with the organ scholars, and a bit of 
organ practice here and there. (It’s a wonderful urban legend that 
church musicians spend most of our time practicing the organ – but 
don’t ever believe it! We usually squeeze that in odd moments, at best.)
As mentioned above, perhaps chief among my tasks was planning the 
choral repertoire through Ash Wednesday 2017. It may be found on 
the parish website. As befits the liturgy at Saint Mark’s and the con-
siderable ability of our choirs, the music chosen ranges from Grego-
rian chant and Renaissance polyphony to works of 19 living compos-
ers. My aim always is to “bring out of our treasure that which is old and 
that which is new.” I consider it essential to offer a broad array of the 
finest liturgical music, works that ably fill their role in service to the 
liturgy. Further informing my choices is my impression that each 
church has its own particular charism. Saint Mark’s is now the third 
Anglo-Catholic parish I have served in my career, and while each has 
a similar tradition, there are many (often small) differences that inform 
a diversity of musical choices, with considerable overlap, of course. As 
one would expect, I am still learning what truly fits at Saint Mark’s, 
but I hope I have come somewhat close in the planned choral music. 
I’d like to highlight just a few of the works that I think may be new to 
Saint Mark’s. On  September 25, the Parish Choir will sing Ned 
Rorem’s setting of Psalm 146, Praise the Lord, O my soul. At over 90 
years old, Rorem is one of the greatest living American composers, of 
church music, songs, and countless other works. I think listeners will 
find that that his manner of setting the text of the psalm is enchant-
ingly captivating. It’s a marvelous piece. (A complete contrast is 
Rorem’s elegant and gentle Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
to be sung the week before, on September 18.) Moving much further 
along, two works planned for the Advent Procession of Lessons & 
Carols (which will be sung by adults, boys, and girls) merit mention. 
Janette Fishell’s haunting Matins Responsory will open the service. 
Fishell is best known as a concert organist and professor of organ at 
Indiana University, but she demonstrates in this work for Advent that 
she is no slouch at composition. A wonderfully startling arrangement 
of the English carol “The Seven Joys of Mary” by William Whitehead 
will also be featured at that service. On Christmas Eve, American 
composer James Bassi’s stunning setting of  Quem pastores lauda-
vere will be sung, and may well become a favorite of many. In the New 
Year, two pieces of Victoriana/Edwardiana, Alan Gray’s Evening 
Service in F minor and Horatio Parker’s Communion Service in E, 
will set us off on the right foot. And in February, New York City 
composer Elliot Levine’s Missa Morus (written for the Church of St. 
Thomas More, hence the name), a long-time favorite of mine, will be 
introduced. I find it to be wonderfully charming and truly concise.
The above is only a sampling of what the choirs will offer in the months 
to come. All of it, of course, will be offered to the greater glory of God. 
It is my hope that it will be a fitting offering, and will lead us all into 
deeper relationship with our Creator. 

SCHOLA AND PRE-
SCHOLA THIS FALL

Each Sunday following the 9 a.m. Family Mass, Saint Mark’s 
offers formation for children. At 10 a.m., children aged 3 and 
up are welcome to join us in the Library for Schola. Schola is a 
curriculum designed by Saint Mark’s and led by Mother Takacs 
and David Stoverschlegel, our assistant for Christian Forma-
tion. Each week students sing together, play musical games, 
learn a bit of music theory, listen to Bible stories, and spend 
time in prayer. This year, our teachers will be offering Godly 
Play stories, Gospel reflections, field trips into the church to 
learn, lessons in the liturgy, and sessions on church art. On 
Sunday, October 16, Schola will be sharing one of these Godly 
Play stories with the adults of Saint Mark’s in an Intergenera-
tional Stewardship Forum. All are welcome!
Pre-Schola is formation for our youngest disciples, aged 0-36 
months. Join us at 10:15 in the Choir Room (upstairs, next to 
the Library) for 15 minutes of musical play and storytelling. 
Pre-Schola parents and children are then welcome to join 
Schola for a time of prayer at 10:30 a.m.
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10:00 Forum
Mother Nora Johnson

I am continually surprised by and grateful for the range 
of ministries practiced by members of this parish, be 
they in the arts, in education, in healthcare and social 
services, in activism and outreach, or in any of a broad 
range of fields. This fall we are exploring with great 
pleasure some of the opportunities given to and taken 
by members of our parish.  In October, the Stewardship 
Committee leads us into a crucial discussion about how 
our parish might sustain and extend its mission work, 
and the Forum will be part of that discussion. We will 
be visited by inspiring mission workers from the Phila-
delphia area. We will also be treated to a session with 
Mother Erika Takacs and the children of Schola, who 
will show us how they use Godly Play to talk about the 
scriptural question our parish is asking: “Who is my 
neighbor?”  I’m especially eager for this session, in 
which one of our great mission fields, Christian educa-
tion for children, will help us to become ready for work 
in fields we haven’t yet fully named or defined.  What an 
opportunity to look inside the heart of Christian love 
in our parish, to see what we might be called to next!
In November, parishioner Kevin Hook will talk about 
the work he does in medical ethics, helping people to 
make key decisions about illness, aging, and dying.  We 
are extraordinarily blessed to have Kevin work with us, 
as we use a simple card game called “The Gift of Grace” 
to open up conversations about these topics we all have 
to face and yet rarely feel that we are ready to discuss.  
This three-part series gives us a good look at the kind of 
work that members of our parish do in their lives 
outside of church.  Kevin’s passion and insight will be 
invaluable to us, and inspiring as we all think and pray 
about how we care for those in our midst who need our 
support.
In Advent, we will be “Counting our Blessings.” As 
part of our preparation for the great Feast of the Incar-
nation, we will be celebrating some of the incarnational 
gifts we have been given.  We will hear especially from 
parishioners who work in the arts and in various crafts, 
learning more about how their lives of faith have led 
them to do creative work in the world.  We’ll hear close 
up about some of the beautiful ways that God is already 
incarnate in our lives at Saint Mark’s.  
Don’t miss this season of reflection about who we are, 
what we have to give, and how we might reach out to 
those who need us in ways that are material, spiritual, 
emotional and creative.  The world needs us to come 
together and spread the kingdom of God in a thousand 
beautiful ways, and the Saint Mark’s Forum is here to 
help us figure out how.

October
OCTOBER 2: SABBATICAL REFLECTIONS – THE CAMINO. Father Sean 
Mullen will tell us what his recent sabbatical was like, and what it meant to him, and 
what he has begun to imagine that it might mean for our parish. This session will be a 
continuation of his September 25 presentation about his journey along the Camino de 
Santiago, a medieval pilgrimage route through Spain.

OCTOBER 9: SABBATICAL REFLECTIONS – MOUNT KILIMANJARO 
AND AFRICA. Come hear Father Mullen’s thoughts about the challenge of climbing 
the highest mountain in Africa, and the time he spent in Africa after the climb.

OCTOBER 16: STEWARDS OF GOD’S GIFTS – GODLY PLAY. Join Mother 
Erika Takacs and the children of Schola as they use Godly Play, a reflective and 
prayerful method of storytelling, to explore the scriptural question “Who is my 
neighbor?” We will be using this intergenerational opportunity both to enjoy and 
celebrate the work done in Schola, and to help us undertake the challenge posed for us 
by the Stewardship Committee this year: to “meet our neighbors and go deeper into 
the call of Jesus to ‘go and do likewise.’”

OCTOBER 23: STEWARDS OF GOD’S GIFTS – THE DARBY 
MINISTRY. The Rev. Dr. Doris Rajagopal is the Episcopal Missioner to Darby, 
where she runs the Darby Ministry, a collaborative effort to respond to poverty and 
hunger here in one of the neighborhoods of Philadelphia. Come hear about how she 
answers the call to serve struggling communities and people, and how her work in 
Darby has become a focal point for our diocese and a model for outreach.

OCTOBER 30: STEWARDS OF GOD’S GIFTS – THE WELCOME 
CHURCH.  The Rev. Violet Little is Pastor and Developer of the Welcome Church, a 
Lutheran congregation without walls here in the city. They celebrate the Eucharist on 
the Ben Franklin Parkway and offer worship and community at locations across the 
city. They work tirelessly to “proclaim the hope and love of a gracious God to all people 
and especially to people experiencing homelessness.” Learn more about their wonder-
ful congregation as we continue to explore our own parish’s call to further ministry and 
outreach.

November
NOVEMBER 6, 13, & 20: ILLNESS, DEATH AND DYING – THE GIFT OF 
GRACE. How do we start a conversation with the people we love about our own 
illness and death—and theirs?  How do we make decisions about the end of life? How 
might we even start to talk about these topics with those to whom we are closest?  Join 
parishioner Kevin Daugherty Hook, MSN, MA, MS, CRNP, an Adult and Geronto-
logic Nurse Practitioner and Mother Nora Johnson at the November Forums. This 
three-part series will include hands-on experience with “The Gift of Grace,” an 
engaging conversation game designed to encourage such discussions.

Coming in Advent
AT THE ADULT FORUM: OUR INCARNATIONAL GIFTS. Members of the 
parish will talk to us about the creative work they do and its relationship to their lives 
of faith. Come hear more about how God is incarnate in and through Saint Mark’s and 
the work of its parishioners. Don’t miss these compelling sessions on November 27, 
December 4, 11, and 18.  

ADVENT QUIET DAY: “MARY – THE HUMILITY OF DISCIPLESHIP.” 

Saturday, December 17, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Father David Beresford, who spent time with us this past summer while Father Mullen 
was on sabbatical, will be returning to Saint Mark’s to offer a day of reflection and 
prayer focused on Mary and her example of humility in answering God’s call to 
discipleship.  Those who were able to join Fr. Beresford for his Sunday Forum sessions 
on Christian art and his Bible Study sessions over the summer will know already that 
this is going to be a wonderful opportunity for our parish.  All are welcome, lunch is 
provided.  Save the date!
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“Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to 
the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?”

He said, “The one who showed him mercy.”

Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”

In parable of the Good Samaritan Jesus 
makes it as clear to us today as he does to 
the man questioning him: the one who 
is a neighbor is the one we can identify 
as an agent of mercy and God’s loving 
kindness in the world.
Have we discovered neighbors among 
the thousands of people that have 
passed the doors under the great tower 
on Locust Street? Can we learn to do 
likewise in the unfolding Kingdom of 
God by being merciful and kind servants 
of transformational love in a world full of 
strangers, division, and hostility? 
For over a century and a half Saint 
Mark’s has been serious about loving 
neighbors and showing mercy: from 
workingmen’s clubs and employment 
societies in the economic tumult of the 

1870s, to the dedicated volunteers that 
created vestments for poor parishes 
in over 14 dioceses, the founding of 
two mission chapels, medical missions 
delivering valuable care and medicine in 
Honduras, and to the founding of  
St. James School in Philadelphia’s 
Allegheny West neighborhood. Mercy 
and loving kindness have long been at 
the heart of Saint Mark’s presence as an 
outpost of Christ’s healing Gospel in a 
world that continues to need repair. 
We invite you to join us this fall as we 
engage the neighbors we know and the 
ones we have yet to meet. We hope to 
go deeper together into Jesus’ call of “go 
and do likewise.” Beginning in October 
we will launch a series of opportunities 
to serve, learn, and reflect on how what 
God has given us can be put forth as 

our offerings and sacrifices to grow and 
enrich the work of the Gospel we pray 
to accomplish together as a parish. Our 
hope is that we find ourselves renewed 
in our mission to serve God’s people 
by being and making neighbors in 
relationships that help knit together the 
riches of the Kingdom of God. 
Included is a preliminary calendar 
of the events we’ve scheduled, open 
to everyone. Additional information 
and details will be provided in parish 
announcements, weekly newsletters, 
and other parish mailings in the next 
three months. Some of these events will 
be held at Saint Mark’s, while a few will 
be hosted at other locations. Directions 
and information on transportation will 
be provided for those events being held 
away from Saint Mark’s.

Stay tuned for these opportunities 
as we together answer the question

WHO
IS MY NEIGHBOR?  

S A I N T  M AR K ’ S  C H UR C H
P H I L A D E L P H I A

 Luke 10:36-37



Tuesday October 4
6 - 8 p.m.

DARBY MISSION COMMUNITY MEAL
Prepare and share a meal with neighbors in Darby 

and learn about the Episcopal Mission in Darby

Darby Borough Recreation Center, 1022 Ridge Ave., Darby

Contact: Jay Blossom, jsfblossom@yahoo.com

Sunday October 9
DEDICATION SUNDAY!
Learn more about all of the events in  
Stewardship Season, how to participate, and  
why we as a parish are asking: “Who is My Neighbor?”

Saint Mark’s Church

Contact: Joshua Castaño, Joshua.castano@gmail.com

Saturday October 15
9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

CAMPUS WORK DAY AT 
ST. JAMES SCHOOL
We will work on a variety of activities to help  
keep the classrooms, grounds, and neighborhood around 
St. James clean and welcoming for students and families 

St. James School, 3217 W. Clearfield Street

Contact Parish Office

Sunday October 16
1 p.m.

SAINT MARK’S ACADEMY
Find out more and get involved with one of the 
 many ministries that support Saint Mark’s life  
of liturgy and worship

Saint Mark’s Church, in the nave

Contact: Noah Stansbury, Verger, nstansbury@saintmarksphiladelphia.org

Saturday October 22
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. (lunch provided)

MENTAL HEALTH FIRST AID  
LEARNING DAY
The session will be led by staff from the  
City of Philadelphia Department of Mental Health 

Saint Mark’s Church, Parish Hall

Contact: Diane Fryer, fryer@siam.org  
or Kenneth Pearlstein, kmpearlstein@comcast.net

Saturday October 29
7 a.m. - 9 a.m. during the Soup Bowl

FOOT CARE FOR THE HOMELESS
Provide clean socks, clean feet, and foot care 
for our homeless neighbors 

Saint Mark’s Church, Parish Hall

Contact Diane Fryer, fryer@siam.org or Kenneth Pearlstein, kmpearlstein@
comcast.net

Saturday Oct 29
10:30 a.m.

PHILADELPHIA FIGHT AND AIDS  
OUTREACH TODAY
Learn from staff at Philadelphia FIGHT about  
how AIDS continues to affect communities today and 
ways to connect and support AIDS work in our region 

Saint Mark’s Church, Parish Hall

Contact: Joshua Castaño, joshua.castano@gmail.com

Sunday November 13
12:45 p.m.

COMMITMENT SUNDAY AND BRUNCH 
Make your pledge to Saint Mark’s and your commitment 
to know your neighbors through the vital ministry 
and life of the parish

Saint Mark’s Church with brunch at the  
Racquet Club following High Mass

Contact: Noah Stansbury, Verger, nstansburgy@saintmarksphiladelphia.org

S a i n t  M a r k ’ s  S e a s o n  o f  S t e w a r d s h i p 

WHO
IS MY NEIGHBOR?  

Events 
CalendarS A I NT  M A R K ’ S  C HURC H

P H I L A D E L P H I A
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SIMPLE SUPPERS AT HOME AND AT CHURCH
Our popular 20s/30s Simple Suppers program has a new twist this year. Not only are we going to continue our traditional suppers in each 
other’s homes, we’re also going to have gatherings at Saint Mark’s with the opportunity for important conversations about life, love, and 
decision-making as a person of faith. All 20s/30s are most welcome to join us for any of these events:

OCTOBER – SUPPER AT THE CHURCH
Tuesday, October 25 at 6:30 p.m.
How am I supposed to vote? 
In a few weeks, all of us will be invited into the voting booth to choose a new President and important local officials. How are we supposed 
to prepare for this decision as Christians? What should we be thinking about in that booth – and how do we bring Jesus in there with us? 
Should we be voting at all? Join us for an open-minded conversation about the way our discipleship shapes our political lives.

NOVEMBER – SUPPER AT HOME
Tuesday, November 22 at 6:30 p.m.
Simple Supper at the home of Noah Stansbury 
Join us for a lovely autumn meal, a simple Eucharist, and time for getting to know each other. Interested in coming?
Talk to Mother Takacs about directions and what you might bring along to share.

RIP Mother Paulette Schiff 
Pray for the repose of the soul of the Rev. Paulette Schiff, 
who died September 17. Mother Schiff was the first 
woman to serve as a priest at Saint Mark’s, from 1987 to 
1996. She was instrumental in developing ministries to 
people with HIV/AIDS at Saint Mark’s and served on 
the Diocesan AIDS Commission. A lover of music, she 
was deeply involved with the Women’s Sacred Music 
Project and served as a member of the User Advisory 
Group for the publication of Voices Found, a supplement 
to the Hymnal 1982.
In lieu of flowers, donations in her memory may be made 
to Episcopal Relief & Development (episcopalrelief.org). Condolences 
can be sent to Walter Schiff, 217 Tyler Avenue, Miller Place, NY 11764. 
At Saint Mark’s, we will offer Choral Evensong & Benediction on Sunday, 
December 4 as a memorial to Mother Schiff, with prayers of thanksgiving 
for her life.
Rest eternal grant to her, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon her.


