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A community thAt gAthers in fAith, serves in love, And proclAims hope, through Jesus christ.

Milestones
— Fr. Sean Mullen —

JUNE/ JULY  2015

THIS SUMMER SEES 
SOME IMPORTANT 
MILESTONES IN THE LIFE 
OF SAINT MARK’S:
It marks the end of the second year of the 
Ministry Residents program which has 
provided a time and space for discernment 
and development of gifts for two young peo-
ple living here at the rectory (along with 3-4 
others in the Servant Year program who 
work at other churches or social service 
agencies). James and Ellen have been a big 
part of our life in the parish this year and 
have given us a lot, and worked very hard. 
This program puts all the extra space in the 
Rectory to use, benefiting us, the individuals 
in teh program, and the larger church. Its 
win, win, win!
It’s also the end of the second year of the 
Boys & Girls Choir, which has helped us 
find a proper place for children in our wor-
ship again, and has helped us to build up 
meaningful ministry for families with kids. 
The Boys & Girls Choir sang Choral Even-
song for the first time on Trinity Sunday and 
enjoyed a Choir banquet afterward that saw 
that Parish Hall filled with kids and their 

families. That sight was repeated on a slight-
ly smaller scale a few weeks later after the 
kids from the Choir who take piano lessons 
with Dr. Roland gave a recital on a Sunday 
afternoon. Saint Mark’s is becoming a city 
church that not only values and loves chil-
dren, but that also has more than one place 
and more than one way for them to fit into 
our life – including the worship of God!
It brings to an end our historic preservation 
project, Saving A Treasure. We are wrap-
ping up nearly $1.5 million in preservation 
work to the exterior masonry, glass, and 
roofs our the Church and Parish House. We 
exceeded our fund raising goals and have 
now completed all the most pressing preser-
vation work on the church exterior. While 
there is always more to 
be done, we can expect 
to address those needs 
at a smaller scale, and 
also to turn to some im-
portant work inside our 
buildings!
It sees the graduation 
of the first 8th grade 
class from St. James 
School. Our work at St. 
James the Less began in 
2008 when we adopted 

it as a mission of our parish. In 2009 we 
founded City Camp with the diocesan youth 
office, and in 2011 we founded St. James 
School, the only Episcopal school in the city 
of Philadelphia. This year the first class will 
graduate, many of whom are going on to ex-
cellent secondary schools with significant 
scholarships. St. James School is an urban 
middle school for kids from low-income 
families that strives to close the achievement 
gap of traditionally underresourced stu-
dents, and to address the effects of poverty 
through education. We took over an aban-
doned church and founded a costly ministry 
there that has raised nearly $2 million this 
year—because we believe that the church is 
called to serve the poor even if it is costly and 
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SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING EVENTS

July 6 Office Closed for Independence Day; Daily 
office said privately; Low Mass at 10:00am

July 16 Center City Young Episcopalians Garden Party 
Saint Mark’s Gardens; 6:30pm

July 26 Last Sunday for our Servant Year Residents

August 3-7 Summer Choir Camp

August 15 New Ministry Residents arrive

Thursday, July 16, all 20s/30s are invited to a Summer Garden Party with the Center 
City Young Episcopalians (CCYE). Over the past few years, we’ve met at the Church 
of the Holy Trinity,  Trinity Memorial Church, and most recently at St. Luke & the 
Epiphany. It’s our turn to host again! Our summer biergarten was a great hit last year 
and these gatherings are a great way to meet new people and reconnect with old 
friends. Bring friends!

20S/30S 
GARDEN PARTY

JULY 16

the effects of poverty through education. We took over an aban-
doned church and founded a costly ministry there that has raised 
nearly $2 million this year—because we believe that the church is 
called to serve the poor even if it is costly and to do so in meaning-
ful ways.
Weddings! We celebrate the mar-
riage of Erika and Daniel – which 
is a happy thing in and of itself but 
it is a reminder to us that it’s the 
second intra-parish wedding of the 
year (blessings to Brett and Mitos, 
too!). It also allows us to reflect on 
the great blessing that the past year 
has seen the first same-gender 
weddings at Saint Mark’s, since 
both the Episcopal Church and the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
allow it. We understand the Prayer 
Book to say that marriage is bless-
ing that brings about the union of 
two people “ in heart, body, and 
mind, and is intended by God for 
their mutual joy; for the help and 
comfort given one another in pros-
perity and adversity, and, when it is God’s will, for the procreation 
of children….” To my reading, only the slightest adjustments need 
to be made to our historic understanding of those words to account 
for the inclusion of same-gender weddings, and it has been our joy 
and privilege to solemnize such marriages at Saint Mark’s with 
God’s blessing.

We have lost some of our beloved community at the end of their 
lives in this world, and we have welcomed newborns into the par-
ish. Old and young make their mark on this place and have their 
claim to our ministry. The church’s ministry has marked the end of 

the life and the beginning of life 
here, as it always does. We have 
cried and we have shouted for 
joy, we have held hands, and 
shed tears, and this is as it 
should be, as it must be. Thanks 
be to God.
I mention these milestones be-
cause in many ways this has not 
been a remarkable year. In so 
many ways this has been an or-
dinary year for our parish—in 
which extraordinary work has 
been done thanks to so many 
people showing up, praying, 
singing, working, sweating, be-
lieving, wondering, doubting, 
digging, questioning, answer-
ing, hoping, daring, and loving 
here. There are many more 

milestones I could mention—and a couple I will say something 
about elsewhere in this newsletter—but these few seem like ap-
propriate highlights in this ordinary year of this extraordinary par-
ish. Thanks to all of you, and to God be the glory!

ELECTIONS RESULTS

Vestry of Saint Mark’s Church (3-year term)
Fred Epting
Ken Pearlstein
Addie Peyronnin
Alessandra Phillips

Deputies to Diocesan Convention
Nicholas Bisaccia
Kent John Pope
Noah Stansbury

Alternate Deputies to Diocesan Convention
Kevin Daugherty Hook
Juli Reddy
Fred Epting

Delegates to the Southwark Deanery
Nicholas Bisaccia
William Jordan
Juli Reddy
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FOOD CUPBOARD NEEDS US!
— Diane M. Fryer

I recently visited the Food Cupboard and wish I could describe the 
gratitude that was expressed in their words, gestures and the really 
big smiles as they trundled off with their groceries—also worth a 
thousand words. St. Mark’s Food Cupboard gets its supply of food 
from Philabundance (www.philabundance.org) and SHARE (www.
sharefoodprogram.org) in addition to donations from parishioners. 
The cost of the food from Philabundance is covered by St. Mark’s, 
however there are grants which offset some of the costs. This allows 
us to purchase the food at a reduced cost, getting more bang for our 
buck.
Last Thanksgiving, with donations from Shop Rite, our generous 
parishioners and purchasing additional turkeys from Philabun-
dance, our Food Cupboard was able to provide turkeys for 101 cli-
ents! SHARE provided the rest of the fixings so 101 families were 
able have a Thanksgiving meal that they might not have enjoyed if it 
weren’t for the Food Cupboard. And at Christmas, the Food Cup-
board was able to provide presents from the Dove Tree, a Christmas 
tree with cut-outs of white doves with written suggested items (like 
socks, sweaters, and scarves) on the back. A dove is taken off the tree 
and the item is purchased, wrapped and brought back to place under 

the tree. The gifts are then given to those in need. James said that our 
clients were very much surprised and delighted that they got a 
Christmas gift as well.

How else can we provide for the Food Cupboard?
Beyond your most appreciated financial gift, donated itemslike trav-
el-sized toiletries, peanut butter, sliced white bread, canned soups, 
cereals and small canned hams are also appreciated.
For more information on volunteering or donating to St. Mark’s 
Food Cupboard, please contact James Roll at jroll@saintmarksphil-
adelphia.org. Also, the Food Cupboard is now a United Way agency 
recipient! St. Mark’s Food Cupboard was established in 1980 to help 
people in our area by providing supplemental food. Currently it op-
erates 4 days a week from 9:30 AM to 11:00 AM – Tuesday through 
Friday.

MUSIC AT SAINT MARK’S
Within the period of just over a week on the cusp of summer, I re-
ceived notice from both Matthew Glandorf and Darryl Roland that 
they were both resigning from their respective posts as Organist/
Choirmaster and as Director of the Boys & Girls Choir. The news 
came as a surprise as neither had previously discussed plans to move 
on, but that is sometimes how things unfold and I understand that. )
Our Assistant Organist Bryan Anderson was already scheduled to 
leave us toward the end of the summer in mid-August). 
These developments have resulted in a time of significant transition 
in an area of ministry that is vitally important to this parish. The first 
thing to be said in the wake of this news is how blessed we have been 
to receive the gifts of these two talented men in our midst.
Matt Glandorf served here for 10 years, and led a great deal of beau-
tiful singing in the worship of God at a great many liturgies. We have 
benefited from and enjoyed his remarkable talent as an organist, and 
particularly as an improvisateur, that has so enhanced our worship 
and made it such a rich offering to God. His exceptional talent and 
liturgical sensitivity have been well utilized at Saint Mark’s and I 
know I am joined by the parish community, as well as by many who 
visit this place, in expressing my gratitude for these gifts.
In the past two years Darryl Roland has built a strong foundation for 
the place of children in the music-making of this parish, where none 
previously existed. More precisely, Darryl revived the tradition and 
place of children’s involvement in the worship of God here that had 
been lost for more than 35 years, after the demise of the choir of men 
and boys here. Today children’s voices in worship are commonplace 
again, as are children and their families in the life of this parish. We 
have much work to do to build on the important foundation that 
Darryl has built, but his achievements give us a great deal of confi-

dence as we move forward with this important ministry. I know that 
the community joins me in gratitude for Darryl’s fine ministry here, 
too.
Now the question arises: what next? Music making continues as part 
of an integral part of the worship of God here during the summer 
months, more dependant on the uplifted voices of the congregation 
during these months than when our choirs are in place. This is good 
practice for us, since it is meet and right, as the old forms of worship 
say, that we should lift our voices heavenward, and tune them to the 
praise of God’s glory. 
I have already called together a small committee to advise me on 
matters to do with music in the parish during this time of transition, 
and I have begun consulting more broadly as well. With advice from 
that committee I intend to appoint an interim organist & choirmas-
ter some time as soon as possible over the summer for a period of 
about a year. Doing so will enable me and the committee to spend 
time in discussion with one another, with the parish, and beyond, 
about the shape and aims of the ministry of music in this parish. I 
expect we already have a very good idea about the style and direction 
of music that is appropriate here and that contributes to our well-
being as a worshiping community, but it is a useful exercise to review 
the big picture and to ask questions that may not have been asked or 
answered in a long time.
That process of discussion, prayer, and discernment will allow us to 
draft a job description (or descriptions) for the post (or posts) we 
seek to fill, to advertize the position(s), and to interview candidates 
with a eye to an appointment well in time for the 2016-2017 pro-
gram year. I look forward to keeping you all updated as we make 
progress during this time of transition.

— Fr. Sean Mullen
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The bees are abuzz at Saint Mark’s this summer

GREATER THINGS TO COME
— James Roll

The first time that I visited St. Mark’s, I dragged along one of my 
plucky red-haired friends from Kenyon to explore what St. Mark’s 
had to offer by coming and saying Evening Prayer. I remember being 
struck by the juxtaposition presented by the contrast of the intrinsic 
beauty of the exterior supplemented by the charming garden 
compared to the somber feeling evoked by the 
dimmed lighting and the gothic revival 
architecture on the inside. I was excited to 
come and work in such a beautiful place; 
moreover, I was eager to explore what this 
church would end up meaning to me on my 
sojourn to “find” faith. Here at St. Mark’s this 
year—I’ve struggled with the concept behind 
various concepts that often permeate life 
here—because I can’t reconcile my own 
experiences to the concept of a living God. 
While I may be struggling in terms of finding 
faith, I have certainly cherished the community 
that St. Mark’s offered. I certainly have been confused at times this 
year by the love that I have for St. Mark’s which exists in spite of my 
current state of non-belief. I find myself considering what it means 
to be a part of this community, despite my inability to grasp the 
concept that “God is Love.” What does it mean to serve a religious 
community that worships a God that you feel disconnected from? 
My initial response is to say that I continue to serve at mass and to 
say the daily office because it matters to someone else in this 

community; moreover, I strive to intentionally connect people to the 
outreach that we do—which means being open to figuring out ways 
to get people involved in the service. I believe that St. Mark’s does a 
good job of engaging in wonderful outreach ministries; however, a 
wall appears when I consider opportunities for this community to 

grow in how it approaches outreach. Giving 
people sustenance is a crucial task to their 
short term survival on the streets; however, 
my parting challenge to St. Mark’s is to figure 
out how we can offer something more than 
just a warm place with a delicious bowl of 
soup. How can we help the people that come 
into our doors a chance to grow further 
through our relationship with them? Should 
we as a parish be seeking to grow our ministry 
rather than simply being secure in the 
knowledge that a wonderful community 
exists at the Soup Kitchen? I’d advocate that 

while the Soup Kitchen and the Food Cupboard are wonderful 
ministries, there is still room for greater things to be done here 
through our outreach programs at St. Mark’s. Who will dare to 
imagine how we can continue to strive to be something greater by 
challenging our community as a whole to grow? I look forward to 
coming back in a short while, after a much needed break from Anglo-
Catholicism, to see if my parting challenge of finding a way to add to 
something that is already very good and wonderful has taken root. 
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