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THE ROUND TOWER
— Father Sean Mullen —
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Like any traveler, I am always delighted when in a 
distant land I find my own inclinations, and 
convictions affirmed. This was certainly the case 
for me this past summer as I was wandering the 

streets of Copenhagen for the first time in my life and came 
across the marvelous Round Tower, in the heart of the city. 
The Round Tower is an observatory that was completed in 
1642. It is an elegant, cylindrical, brick building, with a 
striking and somewhat mysterious golden inscription on its 
facade. Inside, the Round Tower encloses an elegant spiral 
ramp to the top, paved in pale yellow brick, surrounded by 
clean white-washed walls, and lit by handsome arched 
windows. From the top of the Round Tower tourists enjoy 
terrific views of the city and the skies above. 
But it was not the tower itself that affirmed my inclinations 
and convictions. The Round Tower is part of a small group of 
buildings, called the Trinitatis Complex, that includes the 
observatory, a library, and a church—all three are connected, 
and all were originally intended to serve the university in 
Copenhagen. I rejoiced to see in the midst of that lovely city, 
this grouping of graceful buildings that represent science, 
learning, and religion in a congruent, happy, and integrated 
way: a testimony to the natural fellowship and long 
relationship of the church with all three of these avenues to 
knowledge and wisdom.
The golden inscription on the facade of the Round Tower is 
actually a rebus, or a puzzle that includes words and pictures. 
In this case, the rebus clearly has to do with the reign of King 
Christian IV of Denmark, who built the tower and whose 
monogram is included. What grabbed my attention were the 
large golden Hebrew letters at the center of the rebus that 
spell out the so-called Tetragrammaton, or the four-letter 
Hebrew name of God, the pronunciation of which is 
generally prohibited in the Jewish tradition. However you 
interpret the inscription, you will have to place the name of 
God more or less in the center of it, and that seems to be a 
significant point of its meaning.
We live in a time when religion is so often thought to be at 
odds with sciences and other intellectual pursuits. How sad 
it is that this assumption has gained such a strong foothold 
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in contemporary culture. And how far from the truth it is. It is true 
that there are loud religious voices that boast of their ignorance or 
denial of scientific or other intellectual advances. But there is 
nothing inherently anti-scientific or anti-intellectual about the 
Christian faith. In fact, the church has a long history of positive and 
productive involvement with scientific and other intellectual 
inquiry, and that history has not come to an end. The church is not, 
nor could she ever truly be, an enemy of the pursuits of the mind.
As we recently celebrated the Epiphany—a feast that is all about 
God’s self-revelation—it occurred to me that the Round Tower in 
Copenhagen is also about revelation, and that in some ways it could 
be an apt symbol for our times. The Round Tower, and its connection 
to the rest of the Trinitatis Complex, represents something that 
many suspect no longer exists: a thoughtful, graceful, and 
intellectually curious religious outlook that seeks to proclaim faith 
boldly, confident in the name of God and the power of God’s 
handiwork, and comfortable (if a little old fashioned) in the midst of 
the realities of our daily lives. The Round Tower does not shout 
condemnation or deny the glories of our scientific age. The Round 
Tower does not even insist on a singular or narrow reading of its 
inscription. The Round Tower has not divorced religion from the 
rest of intellect and its pursuits. The Round Tower looks up to the 
cosmos and out onto the city, revels in its own clever engineering, 
displays a certain beauty, invites people in, and connects those  
who enter to other avenues of wisdom.
To be sure, mine is a romantic view of the Round Tower; and the 
tourists, like the residents of the city it stands in, show little 
indication that they read all these signs in the Round Tower, few of 
whom seem to actually visit the church to which it is connected. But 
in a way, that makes the symbol all the more timely and relevant to 
our own circumstances. If the Round Tower looks like a quaint 
vestige of another age to many people, then it has a lot in common 
with those of us who practice religion the way we do at Saint Mark’s. 
But what it stands for has not ceased to be important just because 
many now fail to see it for what it is. And more important, still, is 
the bold pronouncement of God’s name, emblazoned in gold, at the 
center of its inscription, just above a vibrant red heart. 
Of course, many will look up at the golden Hebrew letters 
emblazoned on the Round Tower with nothing but confusion. 
What could those squiggles possibly be? What could that possibly 
mean? They will probably expend very little time or energy  
on the questions. 
You can proclaim the name of God with boldness in the midst of a 
city, and still find that nobody knows what you are talking about, or 
cares. But what we stand for at Saint Mark’s has not ceased to be 
important just because many now fail to see the Christian faith and 
God’s church for what they are. We stand for a thoughtful and 
graceful faith that embraces the human intellect as a gift of God and 
that sees scientific inquiry as a path to knowledge and wisdom.  
We stand on Locust Street and look up to the cosmos and out onto 
the city, grateful for what’s been built here for us, displaying a 
certain beauty, inviting people in, and connecting those who enter 
to avenues of wisdom that can change lives for the better. Many 
people are puzzled by this outlook of ours. We must pray and work 
for the hope that when they look, they will see that at the center, just 
above our hearts, there is found the one, true, living and only God, 
whose Name endures for ever and ever.

The builders of Saint Mark’s decided that the interior blocks of stone 
should be left with hammer markings on them to demonstrate clearly 
that this building had been made by human hands. It wasn’t so much the 
individuality of each of the stonemasons they were trying to preserve,  
I suspect, as it was the mere idea, as the industrial revolution was 
reaching its maturity, that the church was built by and for human beings, 
actual living breathing persons, whose gifts and contributions all came 
together to create the church. Their work, like the hammer markings on 
each of the stones inside the church, amounts to a lasting legacy, even 
though we don’t know the names of all those whose work contributed to 
the completion of the building. The church building is now 170 years old, 
and the legacy of hands that helped to build it continues to matter,  
and to contribute to our work and ministry for the Gospel.
Bequests and other planned gifts allow every one of us to leave the same 
kind of legacy - one that furthers the work and ministry of this parish for 
the sake of the Gospel long after we are gone. Please consider including 
Saint Mark’s in your estate plans. Later this winter, we’ll be celebrating 
the inauguration of the Barnabas Society with those who wish to become 
charter members. Meanwhile, you can always designate Saint Mark’s as 
a beneficiary in your will, trust, or estate by including language to this 
effect: “I give, devise, and bequeath to Saint Mark’s Church,  
Locust Street, (insert amount, percentage of estate, nature of gift, or 
remainder of estate) to be used at the discretion of the Rector and the 
Vestry, (or for a designated purpose).” 
For more information, please speak with Fr. Mullen.

BARNABAS
THE

S O C I E T Y
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FEBRUARY
2 Solemn High Mass for the 

Feast of the Presentation 
(Candlemas), 11 a.m.

3 Choral Evensong &  
Benediction, 4 p.m.

5 20s/30s Simple Supper, 6:30 p.m.

10 Annual Parish Meeting, 10 a.m.

18 Parish Office Closed 
for Presidents’ Day
Low Mass at 10 a.m.

23 Family Breadbaking, 10:30 a.m.

MARCH
3 Choral Evensong  

& Benediction, 4 p.m.
Post-Evensong Concert  
by Liberty Bell Brass

5 Shrove Tuesday  
Pancake Supper, 6 p.m.

6 Ash Wednesday
Low Mass at 7:30 a.m.
Sung Mass at 12:10 p.m.
Choral High Mass at 7 p.m. 

Fridays in Lent Evening Prayer and 
Stations of the Cross at 5:30 p.m.

12 20s/30s Simple Supper, 6:30 p.m.

25 Choral High Mass for the Feast of 
the Annunciation, 7 p.m.

dates to 
remember

MUSIC AT SAINT MARK’S
Robert McCormick

I write two days after the Epiphany, and am 
filled with gratitude to our choirs (both adults 
and children), organists, and choir parents, for 
their tremendous dedication and faithful, hard 
work over Advent and Christmastide. They not 
only make beautiful music, but bring willing, 
generous spirits that enrich our common life 
immeasurably. I thank them all profusely.  This 
morning, a crew from Emery Brothers, the firm 
restoring our historic organ, arrived to begin 
the final stage of the project: thorough cleaning 
of the organ chambers, followed by the actual 
re-installation of the pipes and mechanical 
components. Though it will still be several 
months before the organ is playable, it is hugely 
gratifying to see this burst of activity. While we 
all cannot wait for the return of the organ, there 
is one thing I will miss about our temporary 
situation: being able to hear the voices of the 
congregation singing hymns and other music at 
such a close distance. That has been a  
much appreciated fringe benefit of the 
restoration project. As a liturgical organist, it’s 

tremendously rewarding to accompany a 
congregation that sings fervently—thank you 
for letting me have that privilege!
Looking ahead, in addition to the usual round 
of Sunday services, the feast of the Presentation 
(Candlemas) is Saturday, February 2, and the 
High Mass at 11 a.m. will be sung by the 
combined choirs. And near the beginning of 
March, Lent will be upon us. Further ahead, 
like last year, on the weekend after Easter, both 
choirs will travel to New York City to sing 
Sunday services (Mass and Evensong) at Saint 
Thomas Church Fifth Avenue. 
We are still seeking to recruit talented boys and 
girls ages seven and up for our Choir of Boys 
and Girls. Please be in touch if you know of 
potential choristers; they are welcome to visit 
for a rehearsal a service, and need only to let me 
know they’d like to come.  In this New Year,  
I give thanks for the privilege of working among 
you all, and know that 2019 will bring many 
blessings. 
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A Word of Thanks for 
Good Stewardship

Father Mullen

This summer in Denmark, my two twelve-year-old nephews and I had a 
chance to go on a short voyage of an hour or so in a Viking ship at the Viking 
Museum in Roskilde. As museum activities go, I think it is hard to beat.  
We knew that we would be rowing with the long oars that are part of standard 
Viking imagery. We were not prepared for how much fun it would be to be 
moved along by the wind under sail, since we happened to be out on a fairly 
blustery day. I enjoyed the whole experience more than I can say!
That little journey in a Viking ship has proven to provide a useful reflection 
on Christian stewardship for me. For one thing, the captain of the ship was 
essential and useful, but there is no way he could have managed the ship 
under wind or human power without all of us. The wooden boat was heavy, 
and took a lot of power to move, so it was important that every one of us did 
our part when we were rowing. Furthermore, rowing with such long oars 
makes it very important that you work together, so your oars spend more 
time pulling through the water than colliding with one another above it.  

As I say, it was a surprise how swiftly the boat moved along in the water 
under sail; and it was a joy to feel the wind push us along under the blue sky, 
and let God and the ship’s sails do most of the work.
So, is Christian stewardship something like a Viking ship? It may be.  
I have a role in it as the rector of the parish, but we really don’t get very far in 
church without the participation of many, many people. It’s you who do the 
rowing, and what each one of you contributes matters vitally. The more we 
work together, the better off our journey goes. Of course, there are parts of 
what we do in church that are mostly, if not entirely enabled by God, who 
lifts us by the power of his Spirit, and brings us further than we could ever go 
under our own power, often bringing great joy as he carries us.
I am deeply grateful that so many of you are so willing to give to Saint Mark’s. 
Without your generosity we would never get away from the dock,  
and we might never know what it feels like to be carried along by  
the breath of the Holy Spirit.

Preparing a Table 
Before Us

Thoughts from 
the Stewardship Committee
Sharon Gray

Whether we come to church service because we are seeking solace or 
hope, feeling thankful or want to be dutiful in our worship of God,  
we know that we will find what we have come to expect. We will enter 
the warmly lit sanctuary and be drawn into communal worship 
through prayer. With quiet reverence we bow as the processional cross 
is carried high flanked by torchbearers with polished torches.  
The clergy process to the altar adorned in richly embroidered 
vestments in hue reflecting the current liturgical season. After the 
liturgy of the Word and an inspiring homily, we receive the invitation 
to come to altar, God’s table prepared for us, to share in the Blessed 
Sacrament of the Body and Blood of our Savior. We are his guests and 
the table has been lovingly prepared for us with crisply pressed linens. 
The sacred vessels are set upon the altar, the blessed implements of the 
Eucharistic Feast. We were welcomed to a table with grace and beauty 
to experience the gift of perfect love. We are each served the gifts of 
bread and wine, just as Christ fed his disciples. Once we’ve partaken 
of the Blessed Sacrament, we leave the altar feeling not only spiritually 
fed, but with the belief that we have just experienced perhaps a 
moment of perfection. 
Whenever we partake of the Blessed Sacrament we experience 
foretaste of perfection. But the sense that we are engaging in 
something special that was prepared for us before we actually receive 
the Eucharist. Could it be that the preparations for the feast played a 
role? We seldom reflect on the fact that a moment of perfection takes 
preparation.  Prior to the Last Supper was not the room first lit with 
candles, the table spread with linen, and vessels provided to serve the 
guests? Those who contributed to the preparations for the first 
Eucharist are not known, but we do know that those preparations 
were essential to the event. Even today, those responsible for the 
preparations for the celebration of the Eucharist are similarly 
unnamed. We do not ask ourselves who polishes the brass and silver 
or who washes the sacred vessels so they are ready for use. We don’t 
muse on the quantity of fresh linens required or who may launder 
them. Nor do we realize that the clergy’s vestments may become worn 
or damaged and require repair. 
The answers to these and other similar questions lie with a relatively 
small cadre of dedicated parishioners. These men and women work 
quietly behind the scenes Sunday after Sunday, year after year to 
ensure and sustain the quality of the many accouterments and 
preparations required for worship. Stewardship is frequently framed 
in terms of finances, but gifts of time are equally important. 
Parishioners regularly launder and press dozens of linens, polish for 
hours on end, or patiently sew hundreds of stiches by hand.  
Because of their ongoing stewardship, the altar can be prepared for us 
and we are able to find what we have come to expect when we approach 
God’s table at Saint Mark’s Church.
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20s/30s Ministry

A COLONY OF HEAVEN
For nearly a year various groups of people at Saint Mark’s have 
been engaged in conversations about strengthening our parish, 
so that we can faithfully respond to God’s call to worship him 
and to serve his people. Specifically, we have been asking 
ourselves if we can do a better job of inviting, welcoming, and 
connecting people to the ministries of Saint Mark’s. It’s been 
suggested that these particular areas of attention require 
commitment in three specific ways from us to:
• Invite people to church more easily requires  

us to overcome our fear of talking about our faith.
• Welcome people more warmly and effectively  

requires us to practice hospitality with intentionality.
• Connect people to the ministries of the parish 

requires us to listen more carefully not only to the needs 
of others, but to the gifts that others have to offer.

The clergy and Vestry recently spent time talking about these 
three important aspects of including members in the parish 
community, and we are looking at simple systems we can put in 
place to help us all do a better job of each: inviting, welcoming, 
and connecting. You can expect to hear more about this from 
us. But each and every one of us can always ask ourselves:  
what we could do to invite someone to church, to welcome 
someone who is new, and to connect someone to ministry for 
the sake of the Gospel. And then we can just decide to overcome 
our fear, practice hospitality, and be attentive to the  
needs and the gifts of others, and strengthen the  
church in the process.

A Process of Reflection 
on Strengthening the Parish

Metanoia
A Lenten Journey in Storytelling
This Lent, Saint Mark’s will form a group for the purpose of learning the art of Digital 
Storytelling, a technique that allows participants to use their own photos and video 
along with readily available images from the internet to produce a short (two or three 
minute) narrated story that can be shared on the web or privately. “Metanoia” is a 
Greek word that describes a change of heart, a conversion. It implies a story: something 
was never the same again after a particular encounter, or something changed your mind 
about God, or the liturgy transformed you. Maybe you’ve looked at a beautiful object 
with fresh eyes, and you are ready to tell others about that change using rich images and 
words. 
We are asking you to make a commitment with us this Lent to spend Friday evenings 
thinking about a moment of change and learning how to use digital tools to tell the 
story of that change. You’ll need to make a commitment to attending the whole series 
of workshops. Basic familiarity with and access to a smartphone, tablet, or computer 
would be very helpful, but talk to Mother Johnson if you have questions about that 
issue. Above all, what you’ll need in order to participate is a willingness to talk to other 
people, let them help you understand your moment of metanoia, large or small, and a 
willingness to learn in a group as you develop new digital, interpersonal, and spiritual 
tools for talking about conversion.
All sessions will meet upstairs in the Parish Library after Evening Prayer and Stations  
of the Cross, from approximately 6:30 to 8 p.m.

Friday, March 15: An Introduction to Digital Storytelling 
Friday, March 22: Writing a Script
Friday, March 29: Collecting Images and Making a Storyboard
Friday, April 5: Compiling and Narration
Friday, April 12: Sharing Digital Stories
We know that you have stories to tell! For more information,  
contact Mother Johnson at njohnso1@swarthmore.edu.

On December 20, members of our 
young adult ministry gathered in the 
parish kitchen to bake over 400 
cookies for the Saturday Soup Bowl’s 
Christmas Breakfast. The 20s/30s 
ministry continues to explore ways in 
which young adults can engage in 
service in the wider community.

February
The next Simple Supper will be a potluck dinner and will take place on 
Tuesday, February 5 at 6:30 p.m. in the Saint Mark’s Parish Hall. A 
guided discussion on “Engaging the Bible in Prayer” will be led by 
Father Babin. To RSVP, or for more information, please email 20s30s@
saintmarksphiladelphia.org. All are welcome! 
There will also be an overnight retreat Friday evening, February 15 
through Saturday afternoon, February 16 at the Community of St. John 
Baptist, an Episcopal convent in Mendham, New Jersey. This is an 

opportunity for young adults to get away from the city and spend time in 
reflection, prayer, and fellowship. Cost is $90 per person, and spaces are 
limited. RSVP now to 20s30s@saintmarksphiladelphia.org!

March
The March Simple Supper will be a potluck dinner in a home (location 
to be determined) on Tuesday, March 12 at 6:30 p.m. Email 20s30s@
saintmarksphiladelphia.org to find out the home location and to get on 
the young adult ministry email list, if you are not already on it.
There will be a young adult Lenten Quiet Day on Saturday, March 30 
from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Church of the Good Shepherd, Rosemont 
(1116 Lancaster Ave, Bryn Mawr, PA 19010). This event will be held in 
conjunction with the young adult ministry from Good Shepherd.  
The day will open with Morning Prayer and then offer space for guided 
meditations (led by Father Näz Javier, the priest-in-charge at  
Good Shepherd), prayer, quiet reflection, lunch, and Mass.  
Please email 20s30s@saintmarksphiladelphia.org if you have any 
questions about this event.
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10 a.m. Forum
Mother Nora Johnson

February 10: Parish 
Meeting
We won’t hold our regular Sunday 
Forum today, but will instead join 
the annual parish meeting. This is 
your opportunity to hear how the 
parish is run, ask questions, and 
learn what’s up and coming.  
Don’t miss it!

February 17 through 
March 3: Great 
Anglican Sermons, 
Lancelot Andrewes  
and John Donne 
Come explore some of the great 
preaching of the seventeenth 
century that has shaped our theology 
and our sacramental life ever since. 
We’ll be looking at small portions of 
larger sermons that challenge our 
minds, hearts, and souls. Continues 
February 24 and March 3.

March 10 (Lent I):  
What is Lent and how 
do I observe it? 
Ashes, penance, fasting, Holy Week, 
and a holy season. How have 
Christians historically observed 
Lent, and what kind of observance 
are you called to this year? 

March 17 (Lent II): What 
is Lent? Part Two
More discussion of the observances 
that make this season challenging 
and rich. 

March 24 (Lent III):  
The Liturgies of Holy 
Week, Palm Sunday 
We’ll talk about the blessing of 
palms, the reading of the Passion 
narrative, and the specific prayers for 
this day. 

March 31 (Lent IV):  
The Liturgies of Holy 
Week, Holy Thursday
Come talk about what we do at the 
Holy Thursday Mass. Learn more 
about the Mandatum, or washing of 
feet, the institution of the Eucharist, 
the stripping of the altar, and the 
procession to the Altar of Repose. 

April 7 (Lent V): The 
Liturgies of Holy Week, 
Good Friday
Why is there no Mass on Good 
Friday, and why and how do we 
venerate the cross? What does “Pre-
Sanctified” mean?

April 14 Palm Sunday: 
The Liturgies of Holy 
Week, The Easter Vigil
Come ask questions and learn more 
about the elaborate and beautiful 
ritual of this holy night. Why do we 
start with a fire in the back of the 
church, and why are baptisms 
traditionally held on this night? 
Why are there so many readings? 

April 21, Easter
No Forum today 

Children’s and Family 
Ministries

Father Kyle Babin

On the Third Sunday of Advent, twenty-six children  
of the parish put on a fantastic Advent Pageant. This event 
was a reminder of the many ways in which children help us 
see the Gospel through young eyes.
As we continue to strengthen our formation offerings for 
children and youth, we are assembling a master document 
containing information on all the children and youth at 
Saint Mark’s. This information will help us keep track of 
children as they progress through our various programs.  
If you have children aged 0 to 18, please be in touch with 
Father Babin at kjbabin@saintmarksphiladelphia.org to 
ensure that your family’s contact information is current. 
Or you can access the online “Children and Family 
Census” form by scanning the following QR code.  
Thank you for your cooperation!
As we move into the spring, there are several family 
offerings on the horizon. These events are wonderful 
activities for fellowship and service, to which we hope you 
will invite friends as well!

Family Breadbaking

Saturday, February 23 
at 10:30 a.m. (following Mass), 
Parish Hall Kitchen
We will make bread to be given away to an outreach 
organization, using a recipe provided by our Zoe 
Project breadbaking team!

Shrove Tuesday Pancake 
Dinner and Pancake Race

Tuesday, March 5 at 6 p.m., Parish Hall
Join us as we splurge on tasty pancakes, bacon,  
and sausage right before Lent begins. And participate 
in a fun pancake race to win a prize!
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Davis Dure

Intrigued by what I had read 
about Neighbor Care,  
I asked Father Moore last 
fall if there was a Neighbor 

Care cluster in Northwest Philly. You know the risk inherent in that sort 
of question… I was asked if I would lead such a cluster, and to investigate 
how many Saint Marks parishioners lived within it. It turns out there are 
17 of us (that we know of ), in 11 households, living in five adjacent zip 
codes: Chestnut Hill (19118), Mount Airy (19119), Manayunk (19127), 
Roxborough (19128) and East Falls (19129). The recent “send us a selfie” 
campaign may uncover more of us! If you live in any of these neighborhoods, 
or in West Oak Lane (19138), Germantown (19144) or Cedarbrook 
(19150), and have not given your contact info to the church, please do so. 
We would love to know about and welcome as neighbors everyone 
attending Saint Marks who lives in our neck of the woods!
Until now, all eight zip codes were nominally included in the Fairmount 
Cluster headed by Martha Johnson, and some of us have attended cluster 
meetings in that neighborhood. I want to thank Martha for having 
generously welcomed us into that Fairmount community, and for blessing 
us now as we set off to explore a more geographically focused neighborly 
identity and mission!
While the many individual neighborhoods within our new cluster each 
have their own strong, unique identities, the overarching label “Northwest 
Philadelphia” also has meaning to us. Everyone in our cluster shares at 
least some proximity to our beloved Wissahickon Park which runs up the 
middle of our territory parallel to the historic spines of Germantown and 
Ridge Avenues – and a photo of “Forbidden Drive” graces our new 
Facebook group page. In order to get to church, we use the roadways or 
bike paths along the beautiful Schuylkill River, or ride one of three slow 
but charming and idiosyncratic SEPTA Rail lines. And, not incidentally, 
we choose to travel to Saint Marks rather than attend one of the many 
Episcopal churches within our borders. My “Neighbor Care” vision for us 
is that we explore what it means to be “neighbors in Christ” in the context 
of our Northwest Philly identity and our commitment to Saint Marks.
We will kick off our new cluster with a pizza gathering at our Mount Airy 
home in March when Father Moore returns from Australia, and I invite 
everyone to check the Northwest Philly page in the Neighbor Care section 
of the parish website (under Community) for the date. In the meantime,  
I will be reaching out to learn any thoughts people might have about what 
role our new cluster could play in our lives and in the life of Saint Marks. 

NEIGHBORCare

Organ Restoration
The restoration of the historic Aeolian Skinner organ, most of 
which has been taking place in organ workshops far from 
Philadelphia, is now entering the somewhat lengthy process of 
reinstallation. You can expect to see pipes and other pieces of the 
organ parked in the West End of the church on Sundays as 
installation progresses over more than a few weeks. Once the pieces 
are assembled the organ will be tuned, and then another long 
process of “tonal finishing” will take place, which fine tunes not only 
the pitch but the overall sound of the organ. The work is being 
overseen by Steve Emery, who has served as the curator of this 
instrument for nearly forty years, as well as by our consultant, 
Jonathan Ambrosino. In October the organ firm of Foley-Baker 
installed most of the newly acquired, but historic, Aeolian Skinner 
pipework in the Antiphonal division in the West End. One set of 
pipes (the Oboe) has yet to be installed there. This project is running 
significantly behind the original schedule, but care is being taken to 
make sure that the final result is first rate!
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The Zoe Project
The Saint Mark’s Zoe Project team is back in 
business! After a hiatus over the summer, our 
team is gathering regularly to pray, bake bread, 
and give that bread away in service. In December, 
our team baked bread for the Advent Quiet Day 
led by Mother Johnson, and on January 5, our 
bakers gathered at the Church of the Crucifixion 
to bake king cakes for coffee hours following the 
8, 9, and 11 a.m. Masses on the Feast of  
the Epiphany. One cake was also given to  
St. James School for dinner following the 
 5 p.m. Sunday Mass. 
A huge step has been the purchase and installation 
of an oven at the Church of the Crucifixion, 
which will enable all baking to be done on the 
premises as our Zoe team discerns ways to gather 
young adults in fellowship, baking, and service in 
this historic church building in the Bella Vista 
neighborhood of Philadelphia. 
If you are interested in learning more about this 
ministry, please contact Father Babin  
(kjbabin@saintmarksphiladelphia.org).

Confirmation
The Book of Common Prayer tells us that 
Confirmation is “the rite in which we 
express a mature commitment to Christ, 
and receive strength from the Holy Spirit 
through prayer and the laying on of 
hands  by a bishop” (860). “Mature 
commitment,” we hope, is characteristic 
of our lives of faith here at Saint Mark’s. 
We hope, too, that we are always inspiring 
one another to renew our dedication to 
God in Christ and in his church. 
Toward that end, each year we boldly offer 
classes for those who would like to explore 
the possibility of making a sacramental 
commitment in Confirmation or in being 
received into the Episcopal Church. This 
year we are delighted to be able to offer 
classes both for adults and for youth. 
Are you being called to an adult 
Confirmation of your faith? Do you know 
a young person for whom the process of 
being confirmed would be the right next 
step this year? Please have a look at our 

offerings both for adults and for youth, 
and give some time to prayer and 
discernment about undertaking this 
process. The clergy of Saint Mark’s are 
eager to talk to you about that decision. 

Youth 
Confirmation
There are now several youth in the parish 
who are old enough to make a mature 
public affirmation of faith in the Rite of 
Confirmation. Classes will begin in 
February and be held weekly on Thursdays 
from 6 to 7 p.m. in the Parish Library.  
All baptized youth who will be at least  
12 by May 1 are eligible for Confirmation. 
Other youth who have not been baptized 
are welcome to participate with the 
intention of preparing for baptism. 
If you are interested in enrolling your 
child in Confirmation preparation,  
please contact Father Babin at  
kjbabin@saintmarksphiladelphia.org.


