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E very year as Christmas approaches,  
I get ready to hear this passage read on 

Christmas morning and again the following 
Sunday. I am old enough and old fashioned 
enough to remember a time when the 
Prologue to John’s Gospel was read as  
“the Last Gospel” at every Mass. We still do 
that at Saint Mark’s from time to time, but 
it is not part of our usual pattern.

Those first eighteen verses or so of the 
Gospel according to St. John reach their 
climax at the declaration that “the Word 
became flesh and dwelt among us,” at these 
words traditionally we genuflect, as we 
confront the mystery of God’s love in the 
Incarnation of his Son, who is his living 
Word, his very mind, and completely at one 
with the Father and the Spirit. 

But there is another minor climax in the 
passage that we often drive right past  
on our way to genuflect—just after  
St. John lays out the sorry state of  
our human relationship with the Son  
of God, that seems never to change: 

“He was in the world, and the world was 
made through him, yet the world knew him 
not. He came unto his own home, and his own 
people received him not.”

BECOMING 
THE CHILDREN 

OF GOD
— Father Sean Mullen —

BY THE END OF THE BEGINNING OF JOHN’S GOSPEL  
WE KNOW NEARLY EVERYTHING WE NEED TO KNOW.



If St. John is guilty here of a bit of anti-Semitism
(as he is often accused to be) then we know better than he does.
We know that we Christians are guilty of rejecting Jesus on a daily basis 
(yes it is you and me who receive him not) and we need pass no judgment 
on our Jewish forebears. John’s Gospel makes more sense, not less, if we 
read ourselves into it and set aside the author’s blind spots.
St. John continues, “But to all who received him, who believed in his name, 
he gave power to become the children of God.” The Scriptures remind us 
repeatedly that the human story has been one of a struggle for power. 
Neither Jesus nor the New Testament are in denial about power 
dynamics. One way of reading the New Testament is as a narrative about 
the redistribution of power in the world. In the Magnificat, Mary sings 
on this theme as she is told about her vocation to be the Mother of the 
Son of God. Jesus teaches over and over that the first will be last and the 
last will be first. We are taught that riches, which are the handmaiden of 
power, are a stumbling block to salvation. Salvation is won on the 
Cross—which was meant to humiliate and eliminate the movement that 
Jesus gathered, along with its founder. And the great apostle of the 
expansion of the church, St. Paul, taught that Christ’s power is made 
perfect in weakness. All these speak of the redistribution of power by the 
hand and spirit of God at work in his Son.
When we ask ourselves what Good News lies at the heart of the Jesus 
story, one way to answer is to say that Jesus repeatedly brings power to 
the powerless, and promises to do so for all who believe in him, even 
upending the apparent power of death. At the very beginning of his 
account of Jesus, St. John tells us where we can expect to find power, and 
to whom it will be given: “to all who received him, who believed in his 
name, he gave power to become the children of God.” And we transpose 
this message to the present tense.
Modern history has demanded that we critique the church’s embrace of 
power dynamics. It has pointed out with painful clarity that the church 
has often protected the status quo rather than embrace the promise that 
power will be given to the powerless, that the last will indeed be first. 
This sad critique is apparent in many ways, but nowhere in this present 
moment with such acute horror as in the widespread abuse of children in 
the church by her clergy (and not only in the Roman Catholic Church).
The Christmas story asserts Christ’s inversion of conventional power 
dynamics at every turn, not just in the scene at the manger. Even 
Dickens’ A Christmas Carol accomplishes this feat, by denying Scrooge 
his privilege and showing the Cratchits to be the true inheritors (and 
practitioners) of grace. To many, the church appears not to practice what 
she preaches, since she accrues to herself power that appears to be all too 

worldly (like Scrooge), and she often seems to avoid at all costs the 
weakness in which Christ promised his power would be perfected (such 
as the weakness and relative poverty of the Cratchits).
If Christmas is to mean more to us than the sum total of the cards we 
receive, the panettone we consume, the gifts we unwrap, and the turkeys 
we carve, then we probably have to pay attention to where power is to be 
found in the Christmas story. St. John tells us that one of the gifts of 
Christmas is found in discovering that we who believe have been given 
power to become the children of God. But what does this mean? 
Understanding the power to become the children of God is best done in 
three dimensions: the past, present, and future. 
Looking to the past we see that God led his children out of slavery, 
through a difficult pilgrimage, across the Jordan River, into a Promised 
Land “flowing with milk and honey.” We infer from the history, the 
prophets, and from the teaching, witness, and sacrifice of Jesus that God 
intends a similar deliverance to a Promised Land for his children now, 
too.
In the present moment, we believe that God provides for his children 
gifts of grace that invite us to lead grace-filled lives, living more for 
others than for ourselves, with a spirit of generosity, fellowship, and love, 
and seeking reconciliation with God and our neighbors.
Looking to the future, we have heard the revelation of God’s promise of 
a new Jerusalem: that city where there is no darkness, nor sorrow, nor 
pain, and where all is light. This is the image of the new Promised Land, 
which exists beyond the time and space of the created order, and beyond 
the grave, when this present world has come to an end. God’s children 
are meant to be the inheritors and inhabitants of this new city of God, 
visions of which have been given to the prophets and to St. John the 
Divine.
And so the gift of becoming the children of God amounts to a stake in 
the history of God’s people, a charter for the life we are called to live in 
the present moment, and a promise of paradise regained in the world to 
come.
What remains untold at the end of the beginning of John’s Gospel is the 
jarring truth of the height, breadth, and depth of God’s love, given to us 
in his incarnate Word. This truth would be revealed in the Passion, 
Death, and Resurrection of the Word; so there is reason to continue 
with the story after Christmas Day. But by Christmas Day we will 
already know nearly everything we need to know, when we hear that the 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and that God has given each of 
us power to become his children. In the end, this will be the only power 
that matters.

BECOMING THE CHILDREN OF GOD
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from the rector
A Word on Christian 
Stewardship

My earliest memories of the church include hymn 
singing, Anglican chant, and dropping a donation into 
a collection plate or basket. It was clear to me that 
these were all activities I was expected to and welcome 
to participate in as a child. The singing part came 
naturally to me, but the simple act of giving was 
somewhat more complicated. Youngsters in those days 
had neither cash nor coinage in their pockets, much 
less smart phones with Venmo! So coins were always 
provided by my mother or grandmother when it was 
time for the collection. The point, of course, was that 
each of these activities—singing the hymns, the 
psalms, and giving to the church—should be reflexive 
in some way.
Later in life I learned to evaluate why I was giving and 
to what or to whom I was giving when I gave to the 
church. This critical faculty has always made me 
inclined to give more. Frustrated though I have been 
at times with the church, I cannot really remember a 
time when I did not want to give something.
When I talk about giving to the church, I often find 
myself emphasizing two distinct outlooks. On the one 
hand, the church has a budget to fund, and we need to 
be good stewards of all that is entrusted to our care—
our buildings, our people, our ministry, our mission. 
On the other hand, every Christian has somewhere 
within himself or herself a need to give. In stewardship 
seminars they refer to this impulse as the need of the 
giver to give. It was the need to give that my mother 
and grandmother were trying to develop in me and my 
siblings when we were children. Of course, it’s a bit 
more like the need for vitamins than it is like a need to 
run around outside and play—it’s a need that can easily 
go undeveloped and unmet if not attended to with 
intentionality.
I hope that in the stewardship materials you receive, or 
by reviewing the details of the parish budget on our 
website you will see that when you give to Saint Mark’s 
you are helping to fund a budget that accomplishes a 
lot of good for the world, the church, and for you and 
your family, and that does so responsibly. But I also 
hope that you will examine your own need to give, for 
it is a deeply human and a deeply holy impulse. It is in 
finding and fulfilling this need to give that we become 
what St. Paul called “cheerful givers,” because we are 
meeting our humanity and our holiness with an act of 
generosity and goodness.
Now in my fifties, I find that my desire to fund a 
budget—which is nearly always inadequate to the 
demands—becomes less and less interesting to me. 
But my need to give is becoming more acute as I realize 
that I have much to give to a world and a church that 
need so much. I pray that God continues to lead me, 
and perhaps you too, further in this direction.

DECEMBER
2 An Advent Procession of 

Lessons & Carols, 4 p.m.

4 20s/30s Simple Supper, 
6:30 p.m.

8  Advent Quiet Day: Light 
Breaks In, 10 a.m.  
to 3 p.m.

15  Advent Clean-up Day,  
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

16 Advent Pageant: An 
Unexpected Adventure, 
4 p.m.

24  A Festival of Nine 
Lessons & Carols, 4 p.m.

24  Solemn High Mass of 
the Incarnation, 11 p.m. 
(Prelude begins at 
10:30 p.m.)

25 Choral High Mass of the 
Nativity, 10 a.m.

26 Parish Office Closed 
through 28
Low Mass at 10 a.m.  
each day

JANUARY
1  Parish Office Closed: 

New Year’s Day
Low Mass at 10 a.m.

6  Solemn Evensong & 
Benediction for the 
Feast of the Epiphany,  
4 p.m.

8 20s/30s Simple Supper, 
6:30 p.m.

21 Parish Office Closed: 
Martin Luther  
King Jr. Day
Low Mass at 10 a.m.

FEBRUARY
2 Solemn High Mass for 

Candlemas, 11 a.m. 

dates to 
remember

Greetings 
from the 
Assistant 
Rector
Father Kyle Babin
It is an honor and a privilege to be serving 
at Saint Mark’s as the new Assistant Rector! 
I come to Saint Mark’s from St. Peter’s Church in 
the Great Valley in Malvern, Pennsylvania, where  
I worked closely with children’s, family, and youth 
ministries. In my position at Saint Mark’s, I will 
oversee Children’s and Family Ministries, the 
20s/30s group, and the Zoe Project Team, and of 
course, I will be participating in regular liturgical 
duties. Additionally, I will continue in my role as 
Director of Choral Music at St. James School as 
an extension of ministry at Saint Mark’s. This 
means that I will be at St. James from mid-
morning to mid-afternoon on Thursdays, as well 
as on Friday afternoons. Continuing in this 
capacity seems like a fitting aspect of my position 
at Saint Mark’s, given the parish’s deep connection 
to St. James School—and a perhaps-forgotten fact 
is that Mother Takacs was the first music teacher 
at St. James School.
Saint Mark’s has a long history of its assistant 
priest serving in both places. While this dual 
ministry will present some obvious scheduling 
challenges, I’m hopeful that it will end up 
benefiting both Saint Mark’s and St. James,  
and I’m grateful for the opportunity to serve  
in both places.
In working with Children’s and Family Ministries, 
the 20s/30s group, and the Zoe Project Team,  
I intend to spend some time in the initial weeks 
listening. I’m eager to hear from everyone involved 
in these vibrant ministries as we discern how to 
build upon the strong foundation already 
established in recent years. 
I’m excited about getting to know members of the 
parish more deeply, and I hope you will reach out 
to me if you are interested in meeting over coffee 
or lunch. Especially if you have thoughts, concerns, 
and ideas about the ministries with which  
I’m involved, I will look forward to hearing them.
I have long admired the emphasis on worship of 
God in the beauty of holiness at Saint Mark’s and 
its inextricable connection with outreach and 
service in the Name of Christ. I believe that this 
parish has been called by God to some 
extraordinary ministry opportunities, and I am 
overjoyed to have the opportunity to share in these 
endeavors with you all.
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A COLONY OF HEAVEN
The conversation we began under this title was meant to focus 
energy and attention on strengthening the parish. In addition to 
the four themes that emerged - that we take the biblical injunction 
to unity in diversity seriously; that we accept corporate responsibility 
for the well-being of the parish and its members; that God 
continues to call us to grow numerically, spiritually, and financially; 
and that we are somewhat limited by our resources, particularly by 
a lack of space - we talked and thought about patterns of inviting, 
welcoming, and connecting people to the ministries of this parish.
We borrowed the language of “Invite, Welcome, and Connect” 
from a program that is now based at the School of Theology at 
Sewanee that encourages parishes to do a better job in those three 
crucial aspects of community life - inviting, welcoming, and 
connecting. Throughout 2019 we hope to launch a number of 
initiatives that will help us to do a better job as we seek to invite, 
welcome, and connect newcomers to Saint Mark’s. These will be 
initiatives for which we all will share effort and responsibility, and 
which should bear fruit that we can all enjoy and appreciate. 
Soon we’ll be working on doing a better job of collecting contact 
information from visitors and newcomers, and of updating 
information on others. In the digital age, we always need to be 
working to do everything we can to communicate as well as we can. 
Part of that effort requires us to know as well as we can who it is we 
are trying to communicate with, and where to reach you. More on 
this soon!

A Process of Reflection 
on Strengthening the Parish

a legacy society for the 
future of Saint Mark’s 
Planned gifts provide an invaluable tool for churches in this age of ever-
increasing competition for charitable dollars. Planned gifts at Saint 
Mark’s have helped us fund important capital projects—from the Font 
relocation, the roof restoration, the organ restoration, and much more— 
and have strengthened the endowments of the parish, which are crucial 
to the parish’s well-being. This year, the Vestry established a planned 
giving society—the Barnabas Society—to encourage planned gifts to 
the parish and/or its endowments. We hope many of you will consider 
including a planned gift in your estate plans, or through one of several 
vehicles that enable you to make a gift while you are still living.
An event to welcome inaugural members to the Barnabas Society will be 
held some time in the winter of 2019, and you’ll be hearing about 
opportunities to learn more about how you can make a planned gift to 
Saint Mark’s. Anyone can make a planned gift, and yours will link your 
legacy to the long legacy of this parish. Please be in contact with Father 
Mullen if you’d like more information.

BARNABAS
THE

S O C I E T Y

Ordinary Company

The Zoe Project
After a brief hiatus over the past few months, the Zoe Project team 
is back in action. As you may recall, Saint Mark’s has been awarded 
a $20,000 grant (funded by the Lilly Endowment and coordinated 
by Princeton Theological Seminary). There are 12 total Zoe Project 
teams and each is charged with finding ways to engage young adults 
in the community, right where they are, in the midst of their 
passions, with the hope that these passions will align in some way 
with living the Gospel in word and deed. 
The Saint Mark’s team has identified baking bread in community—
to be based at the Church of the Crucifixion in Philadelphia’s Bella 
Vista neighborhood—as the focus of this new ministry. Over the 
next few months, our team, now called “Ordinary Company,” will 
discern through prayer the specific ways in which God is calling this 
Ordinary Company to build community and faith around the 
simple but profound task of making bread. Stay tuned for more 
information and possibly something to eat to be shared with the 
parish around Epiphany. 
In the meantime, please join our Ordinary Company in praying for 
the Holy Spirit’s guidance in this fresh ministry opportunity as new 
life is sought at the Church of the Crucifixion.
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THANK
YOU

A Message From the 
Stewardship Committee

Once more we are approaching the end of a calendar year 
while, at the same time, we celebrate the season of Advent, 
the beginning of the liturgical year. It is the time of year 
when we take time to connect, share, and reflect. We 
connect with family and friends, some of whom we may 
not have seen or spoken with in quite some time. We 
gather to share; to exchange the news and events of each 
other’s lives. 
We give gifts to those dear to us and sometimes even to 
strangers, both of which express the love that comes from 
Christ our King. It is through the acts of connecting and 
sharing that we reflect on the past year; goals achieved 
and not achieved, times of joy, pain of loss, how we’ve 
changed, and what our hopes for the future may be. 
As we reflect, we also give thanks for our blessings and for 
the hope of God’s grace in the coming year.
As parishioners, Saint Mark’s Church plays a vital role in 
how we connect, share, and reflect during this season. It is 
the place where we gather to worship and celebrate our 
connection to Christ and to each other through his love. 
Here we share in the celebration of the season and 
embrace our liturgy as a joyful and holy expression of our 
faith. We share ourselves with friends and neighbors, 
supporting each other as needs arise, provide food to the 
poor, and meals to the homeless. 
As we reflect on the past year, we must give thanks for the 
blessing of Saint Mark’s Church in our lives and in the 
lives of others through its mission and ministries. 
The members of the Saint Mark’s Stewardship Committee 
would like to take this opportunity to express our 
gratitude for your steadfast stewardship through the 
commitment of your time, effort, or financial support to 
the operation of Saint Mark’s Church and its ministries 
over the past year. 
We’d also like to thank each of you who responded to the 
recent pledge campaign and committed financial support 
toward the continued operation of Saint Mark’s Church 
in the coming year. 
If you have not yet pledged and would like to, you may 
still do so by submitting your pledge card or pledging 
online at saintmarksphiladelphia.org/stewardship.

Music at Saint Mark’s
Robert McCormick

I write two days after the Solemnity of All Saints, when the combined choirs sang for a 
beautiful High Mass that included the rededication of the font. This was only the third 
time the Boys’ and Girls’ Choir has joined the Parish Choir for a High Mass, and only 
the second on a Sunday morning. This Mass followed the beloved Fauré Requiem, 
offered liturgically on the evening of All Souls’ Day, and the weekend concluded with a 
lovely Evensong & Benediction sung by the staff singers of the Parish Choir. 
I'm deeply grateful to all singers (child and adult, volunteer and professional), choir 
parents, and of course our gifted assistants, David Heinze and Clara Gerdes, for 
sharing their talents and their time so generously. 
It will not be long before Advent and Christmas are upon us, which means that the 
choirs will begin rehearsing music for the Incarnation cycle a few weeks before. (Most 
services at Saint Mark’s, especially a High Mass or Evensong, include more choral 
music than one might hear in a month at many churches, so we don't necessarily have 
the luxury of rehearsing too far ahead!) As usual, I have tried to program a diversity of 
music, bringing out of our treasure that both old and new. At the Advent Carol Service 
on Sunday, December 2, at 4 p.m. (sung by combined choirs), alongside a beloved 
“chestnut” or two, are a number of works new to Saint Mark’s. These include pieces by 
American composers Stephen Caracciolo and David Hurd, a setting of the Matin and 
Vesper Responsories by Philip Ledger, and a setting of  Come, thou long-expected 
Jesus by yours truly. The Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols on Christmas Eve (also 
sung by combined choirs) features a similar mix of familiar and unfamiliar, including a 
number of American composers. In recent years, the Parish Choir has offered the 
charming Missa ad praesepe (Mass at the Crib) by George Malcolm at the High Mass 
on Christmas morning, but this year the Malcolm will be sung at the Midnight Mass, 
augmented by strings and harp (thanks to the generosity of a kind donor). 
As I write, all but one stop of our organ’s Antiphonal division has been installed by the 
firm of Foley-Baker. This pipe work is vintage Aeolian-Skinner, which will be a perfect 
match for the chancel organ. Reinstallation of the main organ is expected to commence 
the second week in January. The final product will be well worth the wait, even the far 
longer wait than we initially expected! Thank you as ever for the privilege of serving 
among you. 
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In December we continue the Saint Mark’s 
custom of offering an Advent pageant 
An Unexpected Adventure.
This year’s pageant will be held on Sunday,  
December 16 at 4 p.m. The pageant presents us with an 
opportunity to celebrate the theatrical and musical gifts 
of the parish’s children while also entering more deeply 
into the marvelous expectation of the Season of Advent. 
The Advent pageant is open to all children, and it would 
also be a fantastic opportunity to invite friends of 
children to participate or attend.
If your child would like to participate or if you have 
questions about the pageant, please contact 
Father Babin.
In January, our monthly family event will take the form 
of a family brunch during Pre-Schola and Schola time, 
following the 9 a.m. Family Mass. All are invited to 
bring a simple breakfast item and enjoy in this time of 
fellowship and fun.
Meanwhile, your thoughts and feedback on Children’s 
and Family Ministries at Saint Mark’s are most welcome. 
Please contact Father Babin to schedule a time to meet 
as we enter this exciting new phase of continuing to grow 
ministries for children and their families.

20s/30s Ministry
Over the fall, the 20s/30s Ministry has been meeting each month for 
Simple Supper at the Church of the Crucifixion at 8th and Bainbridge. 
This has enabled young adults in the parish to pray and be an active 
presence in a closed church building of our diocese, especially as the Zoe 
Project team continues to explore a way of building a ministry of service 
and fellowship at the Church of the Crucifixion.
Upcoming Simple Suppers will at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, December 4, 
2018 at the Church of the Crucifixion and on Tuesday, January 8, 2019 
at the home of Cedric Steenberghs and Patrick Keough. All are invited 
to bring a potluck item, of which we will partake after a simple Mass. 

If you are interested in attending the January 8 gathering, please  
contact 20s30s@saintmarksphiladelphia.org for the home address 
of the meeting.
Meanwhile, the 20s/30s ministry will be actively engaged in discerning 
possible new formats and programming moving forward into the winter 
and spring. Saint Mark’s 20s/30s ministry is a wonderful opportunity 
for our parish’s young adults to engage with the wider community, and 
all in the parish are invited to help spread the word about this exciting 
and rich ministry. If you have any questions or feedback,  
please contact Father Babin.

CHILDREN’S AND FAMILY MINISTRIES
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10 a.m. Forum
Mother Nora Johnson

Homelessness & 
The Saturday 
Soup Bowl: Part 
Two 

December 2
Come hear  about the work that 
members of our community do on 
Saturday mornings, and  about what it 
means for them throughout the week. 
Whether you’ve volunteered to help or 
have always wondered what the 
morning ministry is like, this is your 
chance to come and learn.

Shaping the 
Light
A Series on Stained Glass: Part One

December 9
Parishioner Joshua Castaño, will share 
his extensive knowledge of the history, 
faith, and artistry that gave us such an 
extraordinary collection of stained 
glass windows at Saint Mark’s. 

Shaping the 
Light: Parts Two 
and Three

December 16 & 23
Mother Nora Johnson leads discussion 
on the ways that stained glass helps us 
to meditate on Advent and Christmas. 
The light breaks into the darkness for 
us in a particular way at this time of 
year. How does the “radiant art” that 
surrounds us shape our awareness and 
open our hearts? 

George Herbert 
and Stained 
Glass

December 30
Join Mother Nora Johnson to read 
and discuss one of the great poets from 
our faith tradition on a topic we have 
been considering all during the 
Advent season. It’s an Advent bonus 
session!

Advent at Saint Mark’s
Stained glass is a beautiful, paradoxical form of art 
It’s fragile but enduring. It relies on outside light for 
its effectiveness, but it also illuminates its 
surroundings.
Stained glass directs our gaze toward heaven, but it 
also guides us to focus on earthly and sometimes 
quirky things: hands, feet, fabrics, flowers, and hair, 
to name a few.
This Advent at Saint Mark’s we focus on the works of 
art that fill our windows and give depth to the light 
that surrounds us. Advent is a season of light breaking 
into darkness, a  season of surprising beauty and 
unexpected discovery. We will draw on our 
church’s extraordinary stained glass to think and pray 
about how the darkness gets transformed, how  the 
light is given shape. 

Light
B R E A K I N G  I N

Advent Quiet Day

Saturday 
December 8 
10a.m. – 3p.m.

Come spend a day soaking in the light 
that streams through our windows. 
We will meditate on some especially 
appropriate images for Advent, and 
some particularly spectacular 
windows, but we will also develop our 
own more personal and idiosyncratic 
sets of practices for window gazing as 
a form of prayer. 

A light lunch will be provided at no 
cost. Come for the whole day or any 
part of the day that you can make. 

9:30 a.m. Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, Lady Chapel
10 a.m. Mass at the Saint John’s 
Altar
11 a.m. Observing Stained Glass 
in the Lady Chapel 
12:30 to 1:15 p.m. Lunch in 
parish hall 
1:30 to 2:30 p.m. Praying with 
Stained Glass

Join us any Sunday in Advent for heartfelt discussions aimed at growth in faith, 
knowledge, and community. Grab some coffee, learn something new, and prepare for 
the great Feast of the Incarnation.
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Newsletter design by Al Cassidy

As Neighbor Care South Philly Cluster Leaders, John Schmiechen  
and I have witnessed the many benefits of this program of  
“knowing thy neighbor.”
At our well-attended gatherings, we’ve introduced parishioners who 
likely would have not met otherwise, as they attend different services.
Our members now know who lives near them, thanks to both interactive 
online maps and printed maps with neighbor contact information.  
Our Facebook group serves us well in connecting our group with posts 
promoting our gatherings, disseminating Saint Mark’s information, 
and allowing for members to post any of their thoughts or 
announcements. We’ve sent numerous birthday, get well, and other 
cards to our cluster, reminding the receivers that we are thinking of 
them. Finally, we’ve welcomed several new members to Saint Mark’s  
who didn’t know one person at coffee hour, but were identified by  
their neighbors through our cluster. 
We reach out in all these ways because John and I believe that  
Neighbor Care is not solely about social events or gatherings.  
Many parishioners are very busy and cannot deal with one more 
invitation. Further, in our view, Neighbor Care is not about participating 
or not participating. Everyone is participating. We strive to reach all  

of our members with caring reminders that we are here.  
Fellow parishioners are available and nearby. Our members are never 
alone. They know that a safety net is always available, whether it’s a 
phone call, Facebook post, email, or simply knowing what door to knock 
on in the case of difficulty or emergency. We can shovel your snow if 
you’re sick or traveling, give you a ride home from surgery, feed the dog, 
pick up a package, or just listen when a friendly ear would help.
That’s  what Neighbor Care is. You have a Saint Mark’s family.  
One of us is always nearby. We are here. In your hour of need,  
you can find a neighbor.

And . . . We Care.

NEIGHBORCare
Ted Lewis

From the 
saint mark’s font
I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First 
and the Last, the Beginning and the End. 

— Revelation 22:13


