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The months of November and December will bring with them two 
important anniversaries for me. The very end of November will 
mark the tenth anniversary of my election to serve as Rector of Saint 
Mark’s, and on December 7 I will celebrate the twentieth anniver-
sary of my ordination to the priesthood. For these two milestones, I 
am filled with grati-
tude to God, and to 
so many of God’s 
people who have 
loved, supported, 
and forgiven me 
along the way. Of 
course, significant-
ly more than half of 
my ministry as a 
priest has, in fact, 
been located here at 
Saint Mark’s, since 
I arrived here late 
in the summer of 
2002 as curate. My 
life and ministry 
have been pro-
foundly shaped by 
this parish commu-
nity, for which I 
have great cause to 
rejoice and give 
thanks!
As I reflect on the 
passage of time, and on my work and ministry, I am struck by two 
binary preoccupations. First, I see how my ministry is inextricably 
connected to the altar and the pulpit here. I say Mass most days here 
– five or six days a week, normally. Very few priests in the Anglican 
Communion are given this privilege. Indeed, I suspect that few even 
know what a privilege it is to turn one’s attention, prayers, hands, 
and life toward God in sublime and intimate communion on a daily 
basis, finding Jesus exactly where he promises to be found again and 
again, and having to face him no matter what. With that privilege 
comes also the responsibility and the joy of proclaiming the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. I take care in preparing to preach here because I 
know that we have a congregation that includes not only many dis-
cerning ears, but also a good number of visitors who may be in need 
of the good news that comes only from Jesus Christ, and that can be 
hard to hear in the noisy world we live in. How grateful I am to be 
anchored, as it were, to the altar and the pulpit here on Locust.

The second binary preoccupation of my ministry is that I have been, 
it seems, inevitably caught up in fixing and starting things here. 
During my tenure as Rector we have undertaken about $2.5 million 
worth of capital spending to repair and care for our beautiful and 
historic buildings, following decades of deferred maintenance. (We 

have accomplished 
this work with 
nearly $1 million in 
grants from outside 
institutions.) This 
explains why scaf-
folding has been 
such a frequent part 
of the landscape 
here over the years. 
And we have plenty 
of work still to be 
done. But more 
exciting than the 
fixing of things has 
been the starting of 
things. I have 
worked to instigate 
the start-up of ev-
erything from the 
bible study group, 
to the Soup Bowl, 
to St. James School, 
City Camp, the 
Choir of Boys & 

Girls, Ministry Resi-
dents, mission trips, to our bee hives and lots of other little things, 
too. We start things here because we are called to be a place of 
vibrant ministry, and because we have a vocation to continue to 
grow. We fix things here because we have been given a great gift in 
this place where ministry can and does grow, this is a plot of good 
soil in which the Gospel flourishes, and to which people are drawn, 
and from which people are sent out to live a life with Jesus on their 
minds and in their hearts. Starting and fixing have gone hand in 
hand with one another here over the years of my ministry.
I thank God that on the way to Saint Mark’s, more than fourteen 
years ago, at a time when I was somewhat confused about my 
vocation and where I might fit into the life of the church, God began 
to teach me how to be a pilgrim, on the way to Santiago de Compos-
tela. Since then, my ambition as a person, and as a Christian, and as 
a priest has been to be a better pilgrim. One of the lessons God has 
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dates to remember
been teaching me about pilgrimhood is that every small step 
matters, and that great journeys are indeed accomplished one 
small step at a time. These steps are often so small, unremarkable, 
boring, and sometimes even painful on their own that they seem 
insignificant, and as a result people sometimes give up on the 
journey, and forget about the destination altogether, after all, 
there is often some other thing near at hand that offers more im-
mediate gratification. But a pilgrim is someone who knows that 
God has someplace for him or her to go. I see the importance of 
this conviction all around me: in doing the work and ministry of 
the parish, in shaping my own life, and in contemplating the 
promise of life beyond the grave. It worries me that in so many 
places the church appears to have forgotten the importance of pil-
grimage, and of this simple lesson about pilgrimage – in her own 
life, in the lives of her members, and in calling to mind the promise 
of heaven – and has so often given up on the journey, either by 
capitulating to the prevailing culture or by simply shutting her 
doors and closing down. So if I have an ambition for Saint Mark’s 
and for the larger church, it is to reclaim the identity of pilgrim-

hood, to be confident that 
God has someplace for us to 
go, and to stay on the journey 
even when the steps are 
small, apparently insignifi-
cant, boring, or painful. 
Because the places to which 
God is leading us are more 
wondrous even, and more 
beautiful than a certain city I 
happen to love in the north-
west corner of Spain.
The church, and the ministry 
required of her priests have 
changed a lot in the last 
twenty years – much more 
than I ever imagined they 
would. God has surprised me 
at nearly every turn of my 
ministry, requiring of me ad-
justment, change, growth, 
and self-awareness that I 
never saw coming, and I pray 
that I have more or less 
managed to do what’s 
required. Insofar as I have ac-
complished anything in 

twenty years of priesthood, it is 
clear to me (to paraphrase Saint Paul) that it is not me that has 
done it, but Christ at work and living in me, in whatever small 
quarter of my heart I am able to offer him.
The Psalms are useful when you need to say a lot in a short space, 
so I’ll close this reflection with a prayer lifted from the Psalms, 
that I hope is appropriate not only for me but for the entire parish, 
from the lovely 84th Psalm, encompassing both thanksgiving and 
hope: “Happy are the people whose strength is in you: whose 
hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way.” 
Choral High Mass will be sung on the Feast of Saint Ambrose, Wednes-
day, December 7, at 7 p.m., on the occasion of the 20th anniversary of 
the Rector’s ordination to the priesthood. A reception will follow the 
Mass immediately. 

NOVEMBER
Sunday 27: The First Sunday of Advent

3 p.m. A Procession of Advent Lessons & Carols
4 p.m. Rectory Open House

DECEMBER
Sunday 4

3 p.m. Choral Evensong & Benediction

Wednesday 7: The Feast of Saint Ambrose
7 p.m. Choral High Mass
In thanksgiving for 20 years of Father Mullen’s priestly ministry

Sunday11
2 p.m. Advent Pageant

Tuesday13
6:30 p.m. 20s/30s Simple Supper at the Church
RSVP to Mother Takacs, etakacs@saintmarksphiladelphia.org

Saturday17
10 a.m. – 3 p.m. Advent Quiet Day
RSVP to Mother Johnson, njohnso1@swarthmore.edu

Sunday18 
1 p.m. Greening of the Church

Saturday 24: Christmas Eve
4 p.m. A Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols
10:30 p.m. Musical Prelude; 11 p.m. Solemn High Mass

Sunday 25: Christmas Day
Masses at 8 a.m., 9 a.m., and 11 a.m.

Monday 26 
10 a.m. Low Mass; Parish office closed

JANUARY
Sunday1: The Feast of the Holy Name

3 p.m. Solemn Evensong & Benediction

Tuesday 3
6:30 p.m. 20s/30s Simple Supper at Home
RSVP to Mother Takacs, etakacs@saintmarksphiladelphia.org

Friday 6: The Feast of the Epiphany
7 p.m. Solemn High Mass; Parish potluck following

Monday16: Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
10 a.m. Low Mass; Parish office closed

FEBRUARY
Thursday 2: The Feast of the Presentation (Candlemas)

7 p.m. Choral High Mass; Parish potluck following

Sunday 5
10 a.m. Annual Parish Meeting

THE  L IO N ’ S  M A R K  PAGE  2  SA INT  MARK ’ S  CHURCH  PH I LADELPH IA



THE FERNANDA GUILD 
HOSTS THE GREENING 
OF THE CHURCH

The Fernanda Guild invites you to join 
us for an afternoon of food, fellowship, 
and fun at the Greening of the Church. 
This tradition marks the transition from 
Advent to Christmas, as we engage in 
our final preparations for the Incarna-
tion.  There will be caroling, delicious 
hot beverages and snacks, crafts for kids, 
and, of course, we will be transforming 
the church for the celebration of Christ-
mas. Please join us on Sunday after-
noon, December 18 at 1 p.m. for this 
wonderful tradition of Christmas prep-
aration!
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THE MISSION OF OUR MUSIC

Robert McCormick

There’s a saying that liturgy should never be used for ulterior motives. I understand this broadly to indicate that the chief purpose of worship, 
and what goes on therein, is to glorify God, and that liturgy should not be intended or “designed” primarily for any other purpose. (Full 
disclosure: I am not a professional liturgist; I only play one on TV.) While I doubt any of us would disagree that our adoration of the 
Almighty is the aim of our corporate liturgy, we also might agree that other, worthwhile, things can flow from it as well: deeper devotion 
among the faithful, Christian formation, and evangelism, to name a few. I do not think it is wrong or unhealthy to understand worship this 
way, so long as we always keep our priorities clear. So perhaps in part I disagree with the quote above – though that might be splitting hairs.
Churches such as Saint Mark’s bear all of this out in a rare, wondrous, and beautiful way, which is likely a part of the reason you and I are here. 
Of course, music plays a huge (but not the only!) role in adorning our spectacular liturgy. Music at Saint Mark’s now of course not only 
involves professional singers and skilled adult volunteers, but children in an intensive choral experience that is intended not only to form 
them as musicians, but as persons of faith. Beyond the choirs, superb music offered to the greater glory of God no doubt inspires those who 
hear it week after week to deeper conversion and ministry. Many newcomers might “come for the music but stay for the Mass” – they might 
not initially be interested in the spiritual side of things, yet slowly but surely find themselves transformed. I suspect that our reputation for 
great music brings many newcomers in for the first time (many, but far from all – likely just as many come for our great preaching, a vibrant 
community, strong mission and outreach, and so forth). The belief that worship forms us all for mission – mission to our friends and neigh-
bors, and most especially to the poor – is at the very heart of a parish like Saint Mark’s. 
All of this reminds me that the financial resources invested in our music program do so very much more than ensure that an anthem by 
Stanford is sung as beautifully as possible. The fruit borne by the rendering of a Vaughan Williams Mass setting is infinitely more than enjoy-
ment by those who sing and hear it. This is what makes liturgical music-making for me vastly more rewarding than performing or hearing 
music in a concert hall (as much as I relish that, too). 
Much great music lies ahead over the coming liturgical seasons of the Incarnation – my hope and prayer is that we all will be continually 
transformed during this time to love and serve the Lord, and to minister to all his people.
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Advent and 
Epiphany at the 
10 a.m. Forum
Mother Nora Johnson

This Advent we will be preparing for the Feast of the 
Incarnation by exploring the rich artistic gifts we have 
been given in our own parish. We know that parishio-
ners sew and write and paint, but this series will give us 
a chance to hear more about how creativity and engage-
ment with the arts can open us up to God’s redeeming 
and life-giving action in the world. We will hear about 
how imagery and prayer and Advent are connected, 
about how love for people with AIDS motivated a 
beautiful project of quilting in our parish, and about 
how poets in our parish reflect on the gift of parent-
hood.

November
November 27: “The Imagery of Advent.”
Parishioner Davis d’Ambly, a liturgical artist whose work is well-known at Saint Mark’s 
and in the wider church, shares visual images that help us enter into this season of 
waiting and hope.

December
December 4: “Love, Hope, and Stitching.”
Parishioner Cassie Epting talks about her work in the early days of the AIDS crisis at 
Saint Mark’s, and the community that formed around that work. Cassie will give us a 
special presentation on the panel from the AIDS quilt that we now use on the the Nave 
Altar at the Family Mass.

December 11: “Icons and Christianity.”
Parishioner Dan Devlin, who has had a long career in the graphic arts, talks about how 
visual images and icons have been part of his life of faith. He will bring examples of his 
own work.

December 18: “Poetry and Parents.”
Do you know that there are working poets among us at Saint Mark’s? Come and hear 
work by parishioners and others reflecting on the topic of parenthood for this final 
Forum session in Advent. 

December 25 and January 1: Christmastide break

January
January 8: “Coming into the Church.”
Mother Nora Johnson talks about her work with those who come to be baptized, 
confirmed, or received at Saint Mark’s. This session is a way to hear more about what 
this year’s Confirmation Class, which begins in January, is going to be like. It’s also a 
chance for the parish to talk about how we receive new members and what new 
Christians need to know about living a life of faith.

January 15, 22, and 29: “Alternative Christianities.”
Parishioner and historian Barry Levis will lead this three-part series. The assertion that 
Christians have consistently held the same beliefs since the beginning could not be 
further from historical reality. While many Christians did share common beliefs, others 
who regarded themselves as true to the original teaching of Jesus held often radically 
different views. In these sessions we will meet groups spanning periods from the early 
church through the Reformation and examine their relationship with the mainstream 
Christians of their day.
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A Season of Stewardship
Joshua Castaño

The seasons that the church celebrates throughout the liturgical year bring 
us through the story of God’s work to build up God’s kingdom here in the 
world. Though these seasons come and go in the cycle of worship and work 
in our parish, we are always in the midst of a season of thanksgiving and 
gratitude. Thanksgiving is at the heart of our life together, when we offer up 
to God in return what God has given to us. Saint Mark’s is a place of abun-
dance and richness made possible first by God’s overwhelming grace and 
then by our loving hands and faithful gifts. 
In this season of thanksgiving, the Stewardship Committee wishes to thank 
everyone at Saint Mark’s for their faithful stewardship and generosity. This 
year’s campaign was a wonderful opportunity for many of us to meet new 
neighbors and became reacquainted with old ones. We learned about ways 
that we might continue to labor for God’s kingdom in the world, and other 
opportunities to welcome others into the joy we share here at Saint Mark’s. 
Thank you to everyone who swept floors, lifted boxes, learned new skills for 
helping others, listened to stories of welcome, placed warm meals in hungry 
hands – all to answer the question, “Who is my neighbor?”
Thank you to everyone continues to keep Saint Mark’s a refuge for the 
pilgrim, a place of refreshment for the weary, and a solace for the found. 
Thank you to everyone who has given faithfully and lovingly so that the 
work of Saint Mark’s may not only continue but grow. Let’s continue to give 
thanks for all the great gifts that surround us and all the bright hope for the 
future of our work together in this place!

CONFIRMATION CLASSES AT 
SAINT MARK’S

Would you like a chance to explore your faith more 
deeply and learn more about The Episcopal Church? 
Have you been baptized or confirmed? Were you 
raised in another tradition and are you thinking about 
becoming an Episcopalian? Is this your first encounter 
with a faith community of any kind? Saint Mark’s will 
be offering confirmation classes beginning in January, 
on Sundays at 1 p.m. Mother Nora Johnson coordi-
nates the class and all members of the parish clergy 
would be happy to talk to you about participating. This 
is a great opportunity to experience Christian forma-
tion whether or not you are specifically preparing for 
confirmation or adult baptism.
We will have informational meetings at 1 p.m. on 
December 11 and January 22 for those interested 
Come to one meeting or come to both. You are also 
invited to the 10 a.m. Forum on Sunday, January 8, 
which will be a wider discussion for the parish about 
receiving new members of the parish and the forma-
tion of new Christians.

Sundays, January 29 through April 2 
Weekly classes for participants.  

Sunday, April 23 
Rehearsal for those who will be received, 
baptized, or confirmed on Saint Mark’s Day.

Tuesday, April 25 
Saint Mark’s Day Mass with confirmation 
and reception at 7 p.m.

SAVING A TREASURE
Early in November the scaffolding which has been erected at the west end 
of the church exterior since late summer came down.  Under the supervision 
of our architects, masons have been repairing and repointing the damaged 
and aging sandstone exterior of the church walls.  The stone tracery of the 
great west window had shifted out of alignment and needed to be corrected 
to prevent further shifting.  This work required the removal of parts of the 
west window, and the entire window was cleaned in the process, with new 
protective glazing installed as well.  The project has been paid for with funds 
received as part of the Saving a Treasure campaign, and we are grateful to all 
our donors that we have been able to extend the scope of this project.



Advent Quiet Day
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17 
10 A.M. - 3 P.M. 
“Mary and the Humility of Discipleship”
Join the parish for a day of prayer and reflection in the 
season of Advent. Father David Beresford, Rector of the 
Church of the Redeemer in Springfield, will lead us in a 
quiet day on the topic of “Mary and the Humility of Dis-
cipleship.” The day begins with our regular Saturday 
schedule: Sacrament of Reconciliation at 9:30 a.m. and 
Mass at 10 a.m. After Mass, Father Beresford will lead us 
until 3 p.m., with breaks for lunch (provided) and for indi-
vidual prayer. All are welcome, free of charge. For more 
information, contact Mother Nora Johnson at njohnso1@
swarthmore.edu.

20S/30S AT SAINT MARK’S

SIMPLE SUPPERS
Mother Erika Takacs 

Our popular Simple Suppers program has a new twist this year. Not only  
are we going to continue our traditional suppers in each other’s homes,  
we’re also going to have gatherings at Saint Mark’s with the opportunity  
for important conversations about life, love, and decision-making 
as a person of faith. 

MORE THAN A WONDERFUL LIFE
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13 AT 6:30 P.M.

Wouldn’t it be nice if Christmastime really were just as full of happi-
ness and cheer as A Charlie Brown Christmas? The truth is that the 
“holiday season” can often be quite fraught – we can feel happiness 
and cheer, but we can also feel overly busy, pressured, lonely, and sad. 
What does our faith have to say about the “holiday season”? Is there 
room for Charlie Brown and Once in Royal David’s City? How do 
we hold on to the hope of the incarnation if the baubles and carols 
and poinsettias make us feel less than celebratory? Join us for a con-
versation about the beautiful reality of Christmas, which provides 
hope in joy and in sorrow.

SIMPLE SUPPER AT HOME
TUESDAY, JANUARY 3 AT 6:30 P.M.

Join us for a lovely new year’s meal, a simple Eucharist, and time for 
getting to know each other. Interested in coming? Talk to Mother 
Takacs about directions and what you might bring along to share. 

A NEW YEAR 
FAMILY BRUNCH 

Join us on Sunday, January 8, to celebrate the begin-
ning of a new year! All families with children are 
invited to come to a family brunch at 10 a.m. in the 
parish library. We’ll provide the coffee and the 
Goldfish crackers – you bring your favorite brunch 
dish to share! This time for food and fellowship is a 
wonderful way to share our stories of the holidays 
and enter into the new year.  All families with 
children are welcome.
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Once again, on Sunday, December 11 at 2pm, the children 
of Saint Mark’s will be presenting our annual Advent 
Pageant. This event has quickly become a well-loved 
tradition here at Saint Mark’s. Our pageant tells the real 

story of Advent – there is no skipping ahead to the manger and the 
wise men here! Instead, we hear the story of God’s conversation 
with the angels of heaven as God begins to make plans for the birth 
of Jesus. At first, the angels are hard to convince (A baby? To save 

the world? All alone?), but after hearing God’s plans for this won-
derful moment, and after singing a few songs along the way, the 
angels are ready to shout out their praises to the highest heavens! 
It’s an Advent Story you won’t want to miss. All families—with 
children, without children, young and old, parishioners and friends 
and neighbors—are welcome to join us. And plan to stay for cookies 
and cocoa after all of the songs have been sung!


