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On a recent visit with my 
two tweenage nephews I 
learned a lot about two 
instruments with which I 
was actually pretty 
unfamiliar. One of my 
nephews gave me a tutorial 
on electric guitars that left 
my head spinning a little. 
My other nephew taught 
me to play a B-flat major 
scale on his tenor 
Euphonium (a horn most 
commonly heard in 
marching bands). Clearly 
these boys are on different 
musical paths.
The occasion of being 
taught to play a B-flat 
major scale came in lieu of 
my nephew actually 
practicing the horn himself. 
My sister (his mother) had 
instructed me to try to get 
him to practice the horn for 
at least twenty minutes while we were together. My efforts were met  
with the well-worn adolescent response: “Maybe later.” We all know  
what that means.
I, myself, loved to play the piano as a child, but I never wanted to practice. 
I wanted to sit down at the keys and sight-read the music in front of me, 
or effortlessly give sound to the music I could hear in my head. Neither 
my ears nor my fingers had developed the capacity to do so, however.  
And so I never made it very far as a piano student. I wasn’t willing  
to practice.
There’s an old-fashioned and out-moded book written by a long-ago 
parishioner of Saint Mark’s called The Practice of Religion. In today’s 
world it seems a funny title, for religion is something that today we think 
you should keep to yourself. You might attend a religious service for an 
hour or so on Sundays (or Saturdays, or Fridays). You might decide that 
you are spiritual but decidedly not religious. But religion is not something 
that many people these days think about practicing.

The meaning of practice 
here, is, of course different, 
(ie the application of an 
idea as opposed to the 
exercise of a skill), but, still, 
the two are related. As we 
look to the fall (which is 
one of the starting points of 
a new cycle in church life) I 
want to suggest a challenge 
for us all. I wonder if we 
could make it our business 
to spend the months ahead 
of us being a little more 
deliberate about practicing 
our religion. And I have 
three very specific ways to 
suggest we could all do this: 
1) go to church; 2) give 
thanks; and 3) help those in 
need.
First, start with attendance. 
As with the practice of 
anything else, discipline 
makes a difference. Go to 

church, every week. If you’re out of town, find someplace to go wherever 
you are. The rhythms of the church sometimes get complicated and 
intense, but the underlying beat—once a week, every seven days—is 
always there. The rhythm of the church is more reliable than my heartbeat, 
and more steady. Within the practice of going to church there are 
practices once you are here, but the first, necessary, practice is just showing 
up. Going to church is a process of engraving God’s love on your heart, 
and your love and prayers on God’s heart. It’s a practice that puts you in 
the Presence of the awesome power of the God of salvation. Sometimes, 
you need to be in that Presence more than others, but it’s the regular 
rhythm that provides the bread crumbs so you can always find your way 
there. It’s easy to get lost in the world we live in. Make the path to God’s 
Presence in church a regular habit. Go to church.
Second, give thanks. Incorporate intentional acts of thanksgiving into 
your day. Every day. The easiest way I know to do this it to say grace before 
meals. Here’s an easy one: “For what we are about to receive may the Lord 
make us truly thankful. Amen.” I mean, you can say more than that if you 
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want to, but you don’t have to. I make a teeny sign of the Cross on my heart 
before most meals, even if I don’t add any other words. There’s a formula I 
sometimes use to say grace that accomplishes more: expressing thanks for what 
God’s given us, committing myself to God’s service, and commending those 
who have less than I do to God’s care and protection. These are the elements I 
usually try to include in a grace before meals, and I have a couple of versions 
that I have repeated many thousands of times. I’m etching my gratitude into 
deeper lines, time and time again, in hopes that the gratitude in my heart 
becomes indelible. Give thanks.
Third, help those in need. Hardly a day or an hour goes by in this city without 
an opportunity to help someone in need. In fact, one of the obstacles to helping 
is that the need is so often overwhelming. But you can narrow your own 
options. Make soup for the Soup Bowl. Volunteer at St. James School. Get 
involved with another ministry you care about—maybe Broad Street 
Ministries. When all else fails, do what I do and break your own policy about 
not giving handouts to the people you encounter on the street. This personal 
policy of mine is very poorly enforced, because I know that sometimes it’s 
kinder to give the benefit of the doubt (along with a dollar or two). Help those 
in need.
These are three simple ways to practice your religion: go to church, give thanks, 
help those in need. I don’t think I know anyone whose life wouldn’t be improved 
by honing these three practices. Each of these practices has a strong biblical 
warrant. When you go to church you are worshiping the one, true God. When 
you give thanks, you are following the Psalmist’s advice. And when you give to 
those in need, you are adhering to Christ’s singular commandment to love 
others as you would have them love you.
It’s easy to greet a challenge like this one with that well-worn response: maybe 
later. But we all know what that means. To some people it would seem more 
likely to practice a Euphonium than to take up the practice of religion.  
And the practice of religion will not, in fact, make you perfect. But it might 
help make you happy and good.

Many prominent names from 19th century 
Philadelphia can be linked to Saint Mark’s: Boker, 
Brown, Camac, Conarroe, Montgomery, Pepper, 
Rittenhouse, Wanamaker, Williamson, and 
more. Perhaps these are mostly names of fading 
prominence, but a number of them endure on the 
street signs of our city, hinting at what’s been lost. 
One such name comes up regularly in meetings at 
Saint Mark’s: the Catherwoods. Emma 
Catherwood established an endowed fund to be 
used for music at Saint Mark’s which provides 
on-going funding for the repair and tuning of the 
organ. For the past several years we have been 
able to channel nearly $30,000 of income from 
this fund to assist with the cost of the organ 
restoration. We can be grateful that Mrs. 
Catherwood had both the foresight to know that 
such funding would be needed and had the 
commitment to this place and its ministry to 
provide it.
Your planned gift to the church or its endowments 
will also make a difference to generations of the 
faithful yet to come. If you’d like more information 
about making a planned gift to Saint Mark’s in 
your estate or otherwise, and about recognition 
for that gift in the Barnabas Society, please be in 
touch with Fr. Mullen.

BARNABAS
THE

S O C I E T Y

Thoughts on Stewardship
Nathan Welty

In our transactional culture, one of the weaknesses I have discovered is my 
increasing inability to accept gifts. In fact, many of my relationships, even 
some of my very closest, are marked by a striking absence of gift-giving. In our 
busy and stressed lives, we have tacitly acknowledged to ourselves and each 
other that perhaps the greatest gift we can give one another is to be free from 
the mutual obligation of gift-giving. For many reasons – distance, work, time 
– it has become easier to simply buy what we want or need for ourselves and 
save on the return shipping. Part of my awe every time I worship at Saint 
Mark’s, then, stems from the very many gifts we are asked to receive just by 
being here: gifts of vaulted stone and wood, a legacy of faith made tangible in 
cloth and gold and silver, gifts of beauty and of quiet, of lovely music, of a 
loving community. And at the very center of all is Christ himself, the gifts of 
his very body and blood. These many gifts are offered freely every day of the 
week without obligation or expectation or, indeed, even my ability to pay back 
or return them. As someone who has frequently dispensed with the 
inefficiencies and obligations of giving and receiving gifts in his private life, 
finding myself the unexpected recipient of so much has deepened my 
understanding of what Christian stewardship means. At its heart, it is really 
less about developing my sense of duty or even altruism and more about 
striving to become a better recipient of God’s goodness, for “all things come 
from thee, O Lord. And of thine own have we given thee.”
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AUGUST
6 20s/30s Simple Supper, 6:30 p.m.

SEPTEMBER
2 Parish Office closed for Labor Day

Low Mass at 10 a.m.

3 20s/30s Simple Supper, 6:30 p.m.

8 Homecoming Sunday

14 RISE Kick-off Event, 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Held at Church of the Crucifixion 

OCTOBER
6 Evensong with Blessing  

of the Animals, 4 p.m. 

dates to 
remember

MUSIC AT SAINT MARK’S
Robert McCormick

I write three days after the Day of Pentecost, 
which brought the final services of the choir 
season for the Boys’ and Girls’ Choir. I’m 
grateful for all their hard work, as well as the 
dedication and commitment of their parents, 
without which this program would not be 
possible. The Parish Choir will also have a well-
earned respite, with soloists providing music at 
High Masses throughout the summer. 
Our Annual Summer Choir Camp should be 
underway, or perhaps just completed, when this 
issue of  The Lion’s Mark  arrives in your 
mailboxes. The several weeks following Choir 
Camp is the time in which I plan choral music 
for much of the coming season. It’s a rewarding 
challenge, as my aim always is to balance old 
favorites with works new to Saint Mark’s, works 
fairly new in general, music of varying styles 
and periods, all representing the best of the 
Anglican and Western Catholic liturgical and 
musical tradition, from the golden age of 
Gregorian Chant to the present day. 
Both choirs kick back into gear immediately 
following Labor Day, returning on 
Homecoming Sunday, September 8. The Parish 
Choir will have three new professional staff 
singers, taking the places of singers who moved 
away over the summer. Rachael Lipson will join 

us as a soprano, Reina Dickey as an alto, and 
Jesse Scheinbart as a bass. They all bring 
considerable skill and experience, and I look 
forward to welcoming them. And perhaps we 
will have new volunteers as well; I am always 
happy to receive inquiries and to schedule 
auditions. And, as ever, we are always looking 
for bright and talented children, ages 7 and 
above, who may be interested in exploring our 
Choir of Boys and Girls. Please encourage 
anyone who is even remotely interested to reach 
out to me, or tell me how I may reach them! 
Each week over the spring and early summer, 
more and more of our organ has become 
playable after its long period of restoration. We 
plan a grand celebration of the completed 
instrument, with the first recital by Scott Dettra 
(former organist of this parish) on Sunday, 
October 20, at 4 p.m. Please plan to join us! 
More details about the entire rededication 
series is found elsewhere in this issue.
Though I very much look forward to some time 
away as I write these words, I know that by 
August I will be chomping at the bit to get back 
into the full swing of things. I remain grateful 
to work among such a wonderful parish 
community, and I look forward to a tremendous 
year ahead. 

A Vision for Children  
and Youth Formation  
at Saint Mark’s, page 7
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Laudate 
Dominum

The rededication 
of the Organ

After a restoration project that’s lasted nearly two years, the 
organ will be rededicated this fall in a series of recitals 
featuring musicians who have deep connections to  
Saint Mark’s. The title of the recital series, Laudate 

Dominum, comes from the Psalms, the opening words of Psalm 117,  
“O praise the Lord!” 
The entire instrument actually comprises four distinct sections:

1) Chancel organ, built by Aeolian-Skinner in 1937
2) String division, built by thy Wanamaker organ shop in 1922 
3) Screen division, built by the Austin Organ Company in 1906
4) Antiphonal division, built in 2002 by Cornell Zimmer and now 

completely revised with vintage Aeolian-Skinner pipework
Two organ builders carried out the work: Steve Emery, of Emery Bros. 
oversaw the restoration of the Chancel and String divisions and Foley-
Baker organ builders undertook the revisions of the antiphonal division.
Nearly the entire instrument was removed from the premises for this 
work. The Screen division had been separately restored (by Steve Emery) 
in 2008 and therefore stayed in place. A few of the very large pipes in the 

chancel organ remained in place as well, since the organ was essentially 
built around them, and removing them would have been unwieldy, 
risking more harm than good for such large pipes. The thousands of 
pipes were cleaned, repaired, or reconditioned as necessary. Many 
mechanisms of an organ are made with leather, and all the leather on 
thousands of valves, chests, bellows, reservoirs, etc. was replaced. The 
wiring and complicated mechanical works of the instrument were all 
cleaned, checked, and repaired as necessary. The interior wooden 
structures were cleaned and repaired. The chambers were varnished to 
become more reflective, allowing the organ to speak more clearly into 
the nave. Most noticeably, the tonal quality of the Antiphonal division 
(located at the west end of the church) is now elegantly and 
sympathetically matched to the Chancel organ, as all of the pipework 
now in the Antiphonal division was designed and voiced by G. Donald 
Harrison, the same person who designed and voiced the Chancel organ.
The first recital, at which the organ will be rededicated to God’s glory 
will be played by Scott Dettra, organist of Saint Mark’s from 2000 to 
2004, on October 20 at 4 p.m. He played the dedication recital in 2002 
when the Antiphonal division was added to the organ. He is regarded as 
one of the finest recitalists in the nation, and he leads the music program 
at the Church of the Incarnation in Dallas, Texas.
Subsequent recitals will also be held on Sundays at 4 p.m. On November 
17, the recital will be played by Joshua Stafford who was Organ Scholar 
here from 2009 to 2010. Josh is currently Organist and Choirmaster at 
St. Peter’s, Morristown, NJ. The new year will bring a special performance 
on January 19, with our own Robert McCormick at the organ, joined by 
parishioner David Bilger, who is principal trumpet player of the 
Philadelphia Orchestra. David will have six of his trumpet students 
playing with him in an exciting program. The recital series will conclude 
with a Finale by Robert McCormick on February 23 in a performance 
that will include Robert’s marvelous improvisation skills. All recitals are 
free and open to the public.
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Rise: Saint Mark’s 
Zoe Project Ministry

On Saturday, September 14, the Feast of the Holy Cross, we will formally 
launch Rise with a kick-off festival on from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
Church of the Crucifixion (620 S. 8th Street). Rise is an initiative of 
evangelism to young adults ages 21 to 35 that uses the process of  
breadbaking to gather people into community, engage in discussion 
about spiritual and social topics, and feed those who are hungry.  
The event begins with Mass; afterwards, there will be fantastic food, live 
jazz from The Jazz Sanctuary, games for children, and an opportunity for 
those in the local community to purchase items to support the ministry 
of Rise. All in the parish are encouraged to attend and support this 
exciting new ministry and to see what it’s all about. Invite a friend!  
For more information on the mission of Rise, please visit the parish 
website: www.saintmarksphiladelphia.org/rise.
Since January 4, Saint Mark’s Zoe Project team—now called Rise—has 
been consistently showing up at the Church of the Crucifixion to pray, 
gather young adults, and bake bread. These past seven months have been 

devoted to testing a conceptual idea on the ground and discerning the 
particular ways in which God is calling us to engage in ministry in the 
Bella Vista neighborhood of Philadelphia. 
During this time, we have discerned that this ministry is about much 
more than just making delicious bread. It’s about 1) gathering young 
adults who are longing for community and who are spiritually hungry  
2) baking tasty bread 3) engaging in compelling conversation around 
topics that empower people to rise up in service and for justice and  
4) giving beautiful bread to those who may be physically hungry. As part 
of the Zoe Project, Rise is seeking ways to engage those outside the 
church, to meet them where 
they are, and to begin a 
dialogue around issues of 
common interest. 
At the June vestry meeting, 
the Saint Mark’s vestry 
offered its support for the 
launch of a series of carefully 
planned gatherings of Rise 
for 2019-2020.

Invite Welcome 
Connect

The Vestry, the Buildings & Property Committee, and the 175th Anniversary 
Planning Committee have spent significant time over the past year considering 
a matter of concern that was raised repeatedly in our conversations about the 
Colony of Heaven: the accessibility (or lack thereof ) of our buildings. Over the 
years several studies have been conducted by architects to try to find good 
solutions to the challenges posed by the many steps one encounters on entering 
and within our buildings. The Church, Parish House, and Rectory are all 
extremely difficult to navigate for anyone to whom stairs pose an obstacle. As a 
result, our stance of welcome and hospitality is compromised. The Vestry is 
actively considering ways to address these matters, and hopes to engage the 
parish in a larger conversation about them in the near future.
Meanwhile, please remember that the best way to get someone hew to come to 
church is to invite them. Bring a friend to church! You’ll be glad you did,  
and so will they.

Saint Mark’s young adult ministry is planning an early fall retreat 
at the Diocese of Pennsylvania’s Wapiti retreat center in northern 
Maryland. Plans are to leave on a Friday, late afternoon/early 
evening, and return late on Saturday afternoon. Please stay tuned 
for more specifics on the dates, which will likely be in late 
September or early October. This retreat will be a wonderful way 
for new and old members of this ministry to bond and enjoy 
fellowship at the beginning of the program year.  
If you are interested in participating, please email  
20s30s@saintmarksphiladelphia.org.
Simple Suppers will resume on Tuesday, August 6, with a  
Simple Mass and potluck dinner hosted by Efram Harkins.  
All young adults in their 20s and 30s are most welcome to attend!  
For more information about the location and to RSVP,  
please email 20s30s@saintmarksphiladelphia.org.
More information about upcoming Simple Suppers is available 
on the parish website.

20s/30s Ministry
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10 a.m. Forum
Mother Nora Johnson

We’re off to a busy start this 
September! Do come join us 
for conversation, learning, 
community, and coffee  
in the Parish Hall any  
Sunday at 10 a.m.

SEPTEMBER 8:  
HOMECOMING SUNDAY

WELCOME TO SAINT MARK’S! 
This session will introduce you to some of 
the flourishing ministries of our parish, 
with suggestions about how you might 
become involved this year. For newcomers, 
long-timers, and everyone in between. 

SEPTEMBER 15:  
BORDER WORK
A discussion of the Episcopal Church’s 
response to migration and our southern 
border. Come hear what our denomination 
has said—and done—about the current 
immigration landscape. 

SEPTEMBER 22: WORDS  
OF ENCOURAGEMENT 
Let’s spend some time savoring what 
brings us joy as Christians. Think about 
your favorite faith-related word (Grace? 
Rebirth?) and bring it to the Forum for a 
kind of spiritual potluck. 

SEPTEMBER 29: LITURGY  
AND PRAYER
How does our shared liturgical worship 
relate to your own personal life as a 
praying person? Does public worship 
crowd out private prayer or are there ways 
to work on strengthening the connections? 
This session will include practical 
suggestions for individual prayer in a 
liturgical tradition. 

Words of Encouragement
Mother Nora Johnson

In the middle of a long hot summer I find myself appreciating words of encouragement 
wherever I find them. More to the point, I find myself reaching for ways to describe the 
encouragement that I’ve always drawn from—and wanted to share with—the lovely group 
of people who congregate at Saint Mark’s on Sundays and throughout the week. 
Here are some of my favorite words:

HOPE  So many institutions seem to be weakening these days, as though there were an 
inevitable decline in the air. I don’t feel that when we gather, do you? I feel a sense that 
something is growing. We live in the atmosphere of the Resurrection.

STRENGTH.  It takes more strength than we realize to unite in faith, hope, and love. 
We know that the source of our strength is God, and especially God acting through our 
communion. In every sense of that word. We gather for strength and the result is that God’s 
power is palpably present among us.

DISCERNMENT  Whether we realize it every day or not, we practice a thousand acts 
of discernment every day as a congregation. Which specific acts of ministry will command 
our attention and effort? What’s the truest expression of God’s unique gifts in this place 
and time? We are engaged in a living process of refinement and specification. Somehow life 
feels different if I imagine that every day is a new chance to be more articulate and honest 
about how God is working in me and in us.

CREATIVITY  There are hundreds of good and bad ideas floated in our community all 
the time. We try things that do or don’t work. We imagine things that range from inspired 
to ridiculous. Members of our parish serve, create, and re-create in the world around us. We 
cherish the imaginative creations of the past and present, especially in the various liturgical 
arts. This is innately joyful.

FORGIVENESS  A tremendous amount of damage can be undone through the actions 
of God in a loving community. Many of us come to Saint Mark’s in need of understanding. 
Many of us need companionship. Many of us need to be able to speak the truth about our 
failures and our sins. By the grace of God, we are given these opportunities. We are never 
perfect at this, but that’s part of the larger mantle of God’s forgiveness that covers us in our 
need. How great a gift is this in the larger world? How much damage might be undone?

COURAGE  Our worship is a testimony to the courage God makes possible in us. You 
know this if you have ever been bold enough to read from the lectern or bring up the 
offertory gifts, or if you’ve served at the altar or pledged a bit more financially than you 
thought you could. These things that we do are not as easy as they look. Every newcomer 
who stays for Coffee Hour and trusts that we will welcome them is a quiet example of the 
courage that God uses to change us and the world. Miracles unfold all around us, silently.

This is a short, incomplete list. I hope you will add to it. More than that, I hope that God’s 
encouragement is present to you in every aspect of your life, and that Saint Mark’s can be a 
place for discovering and rejoicing in God’s beautiful work begun and continued in you.
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A Vision for Children  
and Youth Formation  
at Saint Mark’s

Father Kyle Babin

It will come as no surprise to many of you that over the past decade or so, 
the number of children and families at Saint Mark’s has increased 
significantly. And so, we find ourselves in the exciting place of having to 
reexamine our formation offerings so that they better accommodate the 
expanding age ranges of children (and now youth). After some months 
of prayer, discernment, and discussion with parents, we are introducing 
an expanded program of formation for children and youth beginning in 
September. This restructured program is based on a comprehensive 
vision of what we hope children and youth will gain from Christian 
formation at Saint Mark’s.
At Saint Mark’s, we consider it a joy to share in the formation of children 
and youth as disciples of Christ. We believe that the Christian faith is 
strengthened through both teaching and the experiences of daily life. 
Moving forward, we are keen to encourage and facilitate continued faith 
formation at home by providing helpful materials and resources. We 
hope, too, that children and youth will participate in Sunday worship 
and educational offerings on a regular basis, so that their spiritual lives 
are enriched as much as possible.
As a parish within the Episcopal tradition, the Anglican understanding 
of faith through the lenses of scripture, tradition, and reason naturally 
guides a vision of children and youth formation at Saint Mark’s. We pray 
that our formation offerings will aid children and youth in joining 
together both heart and mind in their Christian life journeys. 
As such we seek to:

• Equip families with resources to engage in faith formation at home.
• Introduce children to the Christian narrative and the church’s 

liturgical life through prayer, song, wonder, and play.
• Give children a strong acquaintance with the Biblical text through 

engagement with Holy Scripture and individual, creative responses 
to Biblical stories.

• Encourage youth to explore the meaning of the Christian faith in 
the context of Scripture, tradition, and reason, as well as to engage 
in opportunities for service and outreach.

While many aspects of faith formation for children and youth  
will remain the same, the groupings of ages are being restructured to 
accommodate older children. Beginning in September 2019,  
our children and youth formation offerings (from 10 to 10:45 a.m.)  
will be as follows:

Pre-Schola (birth until age 3):  
Saint Mark’s Choir Room 
Pre-Schola is an opportunity for parents and their children to begin 
exploring the Christian faith together. Using a Scripture-based 
curriculum, parents and young children encounter major Bible stories at 
an age appropriate level. Children are also encouraged to use their bodies 
to express their faith through song and play. Each week, families receive 
resources to take home so that faith formation continues throughout  
the week.

Schola (ages 3-7):  
Parish Library
Schola is a unique Christian formation program that combines music, 
games, and storytelling to explore the Christian faith. In Schola, children 
work together with professional music educators to make a joyful and 
beautiful noise to the Lord, learning simple songs to sing together with 
their classmates and also as a family at home. Schola is also when 
children begin to encounter the larger Bible narrative in a systematic 
way in Godly Play, an imaginative Montessori-based curriculum that 
emphasizes wonder and play in exploring great stories of the faith. While 
Godly Play is rooted in Scripture, it is deeply liturgical and sacramental 
in its understanding of Christianity.

Young Discipleship (ages 8-10):  
Family Care Room
Young Discipleship offers an opportunity for children to gain a more 
hands-on familiarity with the Bible as a text, while continuing to gain a 
deeper appreciation of the overall Scriptural narrative in conjunction 
with basic theological concepts. Children are encouraged to delve more 
deeply into Bible passages, as well as to learn where they are located 
within the Bible itself. Young Discipleship uses Weaving God’s 
Promises, an Episcopal curriculum with lessons spanning three years. 
While using a story from Scripture as the focal point of each session, 
Weaving God’s Promises also seeks to draw connections between 
scripture, liturgy, prayer, and daily living as rooted in the Anglican 
understanding of Christianity.

Connect (ages 11 and up):  
Rectory Parlor
Connect is a formation program for youth. Immediately following the 9 
a.m. Family Mass, youth are invited to meet in the Parish Hall, where 
formation leaders will then guide the group to the Rectory for the class. 
While allowing youth to continue to engage Scripture in a profound 
way, Connect invites youth to ask challenging questions about God and 
their faith, while providing a more in-depth understanding of the 
Episcopal tradition and the larger Anglican expression of Christianity. 
Youth are encouraged to put their faith into practice by engaging in 
occasional service and outreach activities. Youth also gather occasionally 
for fun group events.
Children and youth formation will resume on Sunday, September 15. 
This is an exciting time for family ministries at Saint Mark’s!

Family Events
Family Potluck Brunch, Sunday, September 8 (Homecoming Sunday) 
from 10-10:45 a.m. in the Parish Library
At this time, parents will also have an opportunity to register their 
children for formation. While any child may participate in formation at 
any time, a designated registration time allows for us to plan the program 
year more effectively. Online registration will also be offered beginning 
in August, so stay tuned!
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Ministry 
Residents 
2019-2020
Ministry Residents are an 
important part of the 
ministry leadership at 
Saint Mark’s. The program 
brings in young adults, 
usually just out of college, 
who want to give a year  
(or more) of service to the 
church, and who gain 

experience in active ministry, in a context of prayer and community that 
is intended to facilitate discernment about their own gifts, lives, and 
vocations. We have found this to be a mix that benefits everyone 
involved, and we delight as we see the gifts of our Ministry Residents so 
well used in the service of the Gospel.
Our program is a part of the Servant Year program of the diocese, which 
includes young adults in a similar situation at St. James School, which is 
itself a part of the Episcopal Service Corps (ESC), a national 
organization of service-oriented programs in the Episcopal Church.  
In the past year applications to the ESC and many other service 
organizations have been down drastically, and several ESC ministries 
were not able to find enough participants for their programs. 
Applications to both Saint Mark’s and St. James School were down too. 
But we are glad to say that we will have a full complement of  
Ministry Residents for 2019-2020.

Both of last year’s Ministry Residents will be staying on in new 
capacities. Gabi Machado will continue her work with 20s/30s ministry, 
will be actively involved in worship at Saint Mark’s, will help with 
children’s ministries, and, working with Fr. Babin, will take on additional 
leadership of Rise—a new program launched as a result of the Zoe 
Project. Rise uses the process of bread-baking to engage young adults in 
the church. We’ve been experimenting for months with this program at 
the Church of the Crucifixion, and the project will be launched there 
this fall. Part of Gabi’s responsibility will also to be to facilitate and 
organize other partners in ministry who might contribute to the 
revitalization of ministry at the Church of the Crucifixion. Madeleine 
Harris will continue to live and worship at Saint Mark’s, but she will be 
working at St. James School, managing their Welcome Table—a new 
outreach ministry to the neighborhood that helps provide food and 
other household essentials to those in need. Madeleine will also help 
with the administration of Servant Year, and will continue to be 
involved with children’s formation at Saint Mark’s.
Our new Ministry Resident is Eleanor Andersen (pictured), who has 
just completed her studies at Temple University. Eleanor has been 
worshiping with us for much of the year, and is already to known to 
many in the parish. She will take on leadership of the Food Cupboard, 
and help with other outreach ministries. She’ll also be involved with 
children’s formation, Neighbor Care, and, or course, the life of worship 
and prayer of the parish.
All three Ministry Residents live in community in the back half of the 
Rectory, where they often share meals, and contribute much to the 
hospitality of this parish community. We are grateful for the hard work, 
commitment, and faithfulness of these three young women!

Ministry Resident Eleanor Andersen


