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In Lent we begin Morning and Evening Prayer each day with a con-
fession of sin, during which we admit to God, in an old-fashioned 
way, that “we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep; 
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own 
hearts,” among other things. I have to ask myself whether or not 
there is a real value in sticking with these old-fashioned words, and 
the somewhat old-fashioned idea that that it’s a good idea to identify 
ourselves as sinners who have “offended against God’s holy laws.” 
Does any of us really need such a 
blow to our self-esteem? Does 
talking this way really help teach 
anyone that God loves us?
I find myself glad to have learned 
these phrases when I was young, 
perhaps before they could have 
applied to me with much accuracy, 
because now that I am old enough 
to know that every word of the 
confession is true, I find it easier to 
own to my sins, having been given 
a language that expresses them 
more or less honestly. I do stray 
from God’s way like a lost sheep, I 
do follow the devices and desires 
of my own heart; but I would have 
a hard time learning how to admit 
it, if the words had not been so el-
oquently and accurately supplied for me. And one of the nice things 
about the General Confession – like any real confession – is that no 
one has to point the finger at me but me. I can make all these claims 
for myself: I have left undone those things which I ought to have 
done, and I have done those things I ought not to have done. It’s 
true.
Our contemporary world is losing the language of accepting re-
sponsibility, and if we can’t even accept responsibility then we surely 
cannot admit our sins. But there is something deeply freeing about 
acknowledging our sins, which on Ash Wednesday we called “ac-
knowledging our wretchedness.” Acknowledging our wretchedness 
may include acknowledging that we didn’t get to this state on our 
own. We have had plenty of help, but we accept responsibility for 
who we are, what we have done, and what we have left undone.
I have found it enormously freeing to be able to say out loud that I 
am a sinner. It’s a little like acknowledging that my eyesight was de-
teriorating in my forties. It’s not a big surprise to anyone, but until 
you say it out loud and admit it, it’s hard to get help and start to fix 

it! After all, God knows that I am a sinner and that I need magnifiers 
to read anything smaller than 16-point typeface in bright light. 
Once you know you are a sinner, you can begin to do something 
about it: you can begin to seek forgiveness, you can begin to try to 
live differently, and you can begin to become a pilgrim who is jour-
neying with and toward Jesus. People who don’t know themselves to 
be sinners can’t really imagine what the journey with Jesus is all 
about, for it is a spiritual journey that’s been prepared for sinners, 

and if you are already self-satisfied 
(spiritually or otherwise), what could 
the point possibly be?
The consumer culture around us wants 
to convince us that we can be self-satis-
fied. And by the look of it, mostly we 
are happy to try, for we are generally 
active participants in a deeply unre-
warding, vastly expensive, non-stop 
round of advertising-driven consum-
erism. In this context, anyone trying to 
tell you that you are a sinner must be 
trying to sell you something – and in 
some cases that is true. It takes a real 
act of will to see that we cannot be so 
easily satisfied by things we can buy. I 
have to remind myself not to fall in love 
with Wegman’s precisely because they 
woo me so effectively, and I am tempted 

to think that between me and Wegman’s there is no challenge that 
we cannot conquer. This, of course, is hyperbole, but perhaps not an 
untrue feeling when discovering as I walk the aisles there that I can 
also get my favorite reading glasses, as well as great cheese, and 
decent cookware, and those Virginia peanuts I like so much! See 
how easy it is to stray like lost sheep?
I am a sinner who too often suspects that salvation is more readily to 
be found in the aisles of a supermarket than at the altar of God, 
whereon I am asked to offer my prayers and praises, and some of 
those prayers might just be confessions of sin. As I say, the older I 
get, the more grateful I am to have been given a vocabulary of real 
life – a vocabulary of sin and redemption – that is up to the task, for 
it is every bit as carefully considered as the layout of the aisles at 
Wegman’s.
At the conclusion of the General Confession we beseech God “that 
we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory 
of his holy Name.” It’s almost too easy to make a joke of this thought 
– especially for an Episcopalian – except that it’s a worthy prayer 
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dates to remember
that lays out a standard of hope that would be good for me and for 
anyone to aspire to. Imagine that we could be godly, righteous, and 
sober! Much has been lost in my life and in the lives of others 
because of a failure to consider one of these three possibilities, but 
we can do better than make a joke of it. We can consider that we 
were made by the hand of God precisely to be godly, righteous, and 
sober; if only we did not fear that to be otherwise would leave us 
un-self-satisfied.
But Easter responds to Lent. Sin and death, brewed in the same 
tank, are overturned by Christ’s mighty rising. Jesus rose in order 
to assure us of the forgiveness of sin that brings with it the promise 
of life everlasting, which is to say, a new life to be lived beyond the 
grave. Part of the project of admitting our sins is the admission of 
the fear of death, so that we can move past these obstacles to faith: 
sin and fear. And despite what the candy companies have already 
begun to tell you, there is nothing to buy. There is, in Easter’s 
response to the repentance of Lent, only love to be embraced, like 
the freedom of a sinner who knows he’s been forgiven. It’s that 
promise that has kept me in church all my life, and that I hope will 
keep me and you in church, and in the close embrace of God’s Son 
as long as we live. 

Serving and 
Celebrating the 
Women of Saint 
Mark’s

Nancy Massey

The Fernanda Guild, a true representation of the women of Saint 
Mark’s, continues to grow. Our most recent project of giving to 
our neighbors was an evening of cooking to prepare meals for the 
women of The Well, a homeless shelter for women sponsored by 
congregations in Center City. It was an evening of friendship for 
the Fernanda Guild as we worked together and got to know each 
other better. The Fernanda Guild also provided a delicious feast of 
sweets and treats on Saturday, March 25, following Mass for the 
feast of the Annunciation. 
Coming up next is a traditional English Tea, scheduled at 4 p.m. 
on Saturday, May 20. All will be welcome, and we’re inviting our 
guests to bring along a food item to support the Nationalities 
Service Center, a local relief organization that supports refugees in 
the Philadelphia area. After Easter, look in the parish announce-
ments or on the website for more information as to what food 
items will grant you admission to this delicious event! 
We invite all who identify as women to join us. To be added to our 
email list or for questions, contact nancy@masseynet.com.

APRIL
Saturday 1

11 a.m. Parish Clean-up 
Day

Sunday 2
3 p.m. Choral Evensong & 
Benediction

Tuesday 4
6:30 p.m. 20s/30s Simple 
Supper

Friday 7
6:30 p.m. Voices Beyond the 
Wall screening and 
discussion with Fr. 
Spencer Reece

Sunday 9: Palm Sunday
Masses at 8 a.m., 9 a.m., 
and 11 a.m.
Blessing of Palms at 9 a.m. 
and 11 a.m.

Sunday 16: Easter Day
Masses at 8 a.m., 9 a.m., 
and 11 a.m.

Monday 17
10 a.m. Low Mass
Parish office closed

Friday 21 and Saturday 22
20/30s Easter Retreat
For more information, 
contact Mtr. Takacs

Sunday 23
1 p.m. – 3 p.m. Garden 
Work Day

Tuesday 25: The Feast of 
Saint Mark the Evangelist

7 p.m. Pontifical High Mass 
with Confirmation and 
Reception
The Rt. Rev. R. William 
Franklin, celebrant and 
preacher
Potluck supper following 

Sunday 30
3 p.m. Organ Recital  
with Robert McCormick

MAY
Tuesday 2

6:30 p.m. 20s/30s  
Simple Supper

Sunday 7
3 p.m. Choral Evensong & 
Benediction

Saturday 20
4 p.m. Fernanda Guild Tea

Thursday 25: The Feast  
of the Ascension

7 p.m. Solemn High Mass
Saint Mark’s Academy 
dinner following

Saturday 27
11 a.m. Garden Work Day

Monday 29: Memorial Day
10 a.m. Low Mass
Parish office closed

JUNE
Sunday 4: The Day of  
Pentecost

Masses at 8 a.m., 9 a.m., 
and 11 a.m.
3 p.m. Solemn Evensong & 
Benediction

Tuesday 6
6:30 p.m. 20s/30s  
Simple Supper

Sunday 11: Trinity Sunday
3 p.m. Choral Evensong
Sung by the Choir of  
Boys & Girls

Monday 12
Parish election ballots  
due to office by 5 p.m.
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Spring Family Events
On Palm Sunday, Saint Mark’s will continue our 
tradition of offering the Stations of the Cross for 
families at 10 a.m. All families with children of any 
age are welcome to join us as we share in an ab-
breviated walk of the Stations of the Cross. At 
each Station, we’ll hear a story from the Good 
Friday Gospel and pray for these last days of our 
own Lenten journey. We’ll also take the time to 
taste and touch what some of these Stations are 
about. What does it feel like to carry a cross? What 
does vinegar really taste like? And how do we pray 
and hope when we close the door of the tomb? 
This experience is always a rich moment of prayer 
and pilgrimage for our families, and sets the tone 
for our journey through Holy Week.
And then Easter will come, accompanied by our 
annual Easter Egg Hunt! Each year on Easter 
Day, the children and families of Saint Mark’s 
enjoy a lively, chocolate-y egg hunt in the garden. 
We gather outside the garden gate at 10 a.m. and 
wait to shout our Alleluias together before taking 
off in search of the golden eggs. This year, we’ll 
offer a separate egg-hunting area for our littlest 
disciples, and we’ll be sure to hide our eggs in ever 
more challenging locations for some of our 
canniest hunters! All families with children – 
neighbors, family, friends – are most welcome.

Coming in Eastertide: 
Contemplative Prayer 
at Saint Mark’s

Thursdays 
8:15 a.m. - 8:45 a.m.
Saint Mark’s will be forming a Contemplative 
Prayer group beginning in Eastertide on Thursday, 
April 20. Join us in the Lady Chapel after the 7:30 
a.m. Mass for a thirty-minute session that includes 
a brief teaching followed by a twenty-minute 
period of silent prayer. You don’t need expertise or 
skill at silent prayer to join with us, and no long-
term commitment is required. For more informa-
tion, contact Mother Nora Johnson at njohnso1@
swarthmore.edu.

Sunday, April 9—Palm Sunday

8 a.m. Low Mass
9 a.m. The Liturgy of the Palms  

and Family Mass
11 a.m. The Liturgy of the Palms and  

Choral High Mass with Chanting of the Passion
Fr. Spencer Reece, guest preacher at 11 a.m.

Wednesday, April 12—Wednesday in Holy Week

7 p.m. The Office of Tenebrae

Thursday, April 13—Maundy Thursday
7 p.m. Choral High Mass with Foot Washing 

and Stripping of the Altars
Vigil at the Altar of Repose continues until midnight

Friday, April 14—Good Friday

12 p.m. Solemn Liturgy of Good Friday

Saturday, April 15—Easter Eve

8 p.m. The Great Vigil and First Mass of Easter
Festive reception following

Sunday, April 16—Easter Day

8 a.m. Low Mass
9 a.m. Family Mass with the Choir of Boys & Girls
11 a.m. Solemn High Mass of the Resurrection 

with the Parish Choir and Brass

Holy Week + Easter 
a t  S a i n t  M a r k ’ s
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The Woman Who Sat on the Floor
Ken Pearlstein

In 2014, Saint Mark’s Church sent our third medical mission team 
to Honduras. Each day our work began with prayer. In the steamy 
heat of Puerto Cortes in June, we prayed with the locals. Children 
crawled between our legs and over our shoulders. They pushed into 
our skin with their fingers to see if we were real. We sat on wooden 
benches, but while we sat on benches, there was one young woman 
who sat on the floor. Blondish and unkempt with radiant blue eyes, 
her pale complexion more white than brown, she was an anomaly in 
this small community. She sat on the floor, her blue eyes rolling 
toward the heavens, her voice producing low, guttural sounds. 
We set up clinic. The woman with the blue eyes sat on the floor. 
Morning passed Monday, the first clinical day. The woman sat on the 
floor. The air was stifling. The woman sat. Lunchtime came and 
went. The woman sat. Then, just after lunch, clinic in progress, it 
seemed a legion of demons leapt from her, this woman who had sat 
so long and so silent on the floor. She wailed and convulsed. She 
cursed the air in front of her. The patients backed away. The staff 
backed away. Then one brave missionary approached her and whis-
pered in her ear as she wailed, “tranquilla....tranquilla, mi amore....” 
and offered her a cola. She guzzled the cola. We offered her a power 
bar. She devoured the chocolatey goodness. We offered her water 
and a sandwich. She became peaceful. No one had fed her. We were 
so busy with clinic that we hadn’t noticed. 
Tuesday. The woman sat on the floor again, and every clinical day 
that followed. She never reached out, never asked for anything - only 
now, we knew to offer. A muffin. A bottle of water. A power bar. A 
cola. In fact, we inundated her with kindness on Tuesday. On 

Wednesday, she sat on the floor again, but that day the locals took 
our lead. They assumed responsibility for this disenfranchised one. 
They fed her and combed her tangled, blondish hair. “Tranquilla, mi 
amore.”
The locals would come back each day to sit on the lawns outside the 
clinic. We became familiar with their faces. They brought food and 
shared with us and, finally, shared with the woman who sat on the 
floor. The children swarmed us each day! We squirted them with 
water loaded in sixty milliliter syringes, causing them to run squeal-
ing with delight. On the last day, we exchanged embraces with the 
locals, and, one by one, we embraced the woman who sat on the 
floor, the young woman from whom a legion of demons escaped that 
first clinical day.
The challenge of the week was behind us. Our duffle bags of supplies 
and medications were emptied and surplus left in the able hands of 
the Episcopal Diocese of Honduras. With the work behind us, it 
was clear that the main ingredient for a successful mission—the 
thing that would make our week an utter success—had been there 
for us before we ordered one medication, before we packed one 
duffle, before we boarded any plane. It was the gift of divine grace. 
As Saint Mark’s prepares for another trip to Honduras this summer, 
pray for us, that we may be emboldened by God’s grace and filled 
with his life-giving Spirit. Pray that there be justice and peace on the 
earth, and pray that each of God’s children receive the gifts they 
rightfully deserve. Lift the burden of oppression from off the backs 
of the poor and offer each what he needs to survive the trials of this 
mysterious life. 
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Candlemas Appeal 
Update

Father Sean Mullen

Facing a budget gap after pledges were initially received, 
the Vestry took the recommendation of the Stewardship 
Committee to undertake a follow-up stewardship appeal to 
close that gap. We aimed to raise about $80,000 in order to 
get to a budget that would have a small but manageable 
deficit. As the appeal concluded, we were closer to about 
$90,000 of gifts and commitments, which puts us in a very 
healthy place indeed, with only a small deficit anticipated, 
that can likely be managed with prudent spending, etc. We 
launched the appeal on the premise that this is a generous 
parish that believes in the work we are called by God to do, 
and that is capable of funding that work, and that wants to 
fund that work. Every aspect of that premise has been 
proven to be true. The vestry, the clergy, and the steward-
ship committee all join together in expressing deep thanks 
for the generosity of all who have made a pledge of financial 
support to the parish for our ministry in God’s name this 
year. 

Joshua Castaño

The generosity that sustains this parish’s ministry is the sign 
of a serious community of committed disciples. Generous 
pledges and gifts will ensure that Saint Mark’s continues to 
move towards the purpose and mission to which God has 
called us. Thank you for your support of the mission of our 
parish!
As part of our Christian life and practice, stewardship is not 
something we are asked to consider only when we make our 
annual pledge. Rather, it is a profound part of our forma-
tion as followers and imitators of Christ. This is a rich area 
of Christian life that can draw us ever more faithfully 
towards Christ through our study, prayer, and daily effort. 
We have opportunities every day to learn more about God’s 
grace and abundance, and as we learn, we are drawn to open 
our hearts wider and wider through generous giving 
without fear or hesitation.
Stewardship is an ongoing examination of the relationship 
between us and the resources entrusted to our care. For 
some, practicing stewardship will help us find the courage 
to embrace what might seem full of anxiety, while for others 
we might learn how generosity leads us closer to under-
standing how we can clear our walk with Christ of distrac-
tions and burdens. No matter what we might discover, each 
day provides new opportunities to become ever more 
generous, and ever more faithful in our discipleship. 

10 a.m. Forum
Mother Nora Johnson

April 2: The Scriptures of 
the Easter Vigil
A renewed Israel and an offer of 
salvation. As we finish our Lenten 
study of the prophecies we’ll hear at 
the Easter Vigil, come hear how 
Isaiah chapters 2, 4, 53, and 55 have 
resonated in Christian tradition as 
they describe a wonderful renewal 
and an outpouring of grace.

April 9: The Scriptures of 
the Easter Vigil
A new heart, a new spirit, the 
gathering of God’s people. This 
session will look at the offer of 
renewal and the powerful “valley of 
the dry bones” prophecy in Ezekiel 
36 and 37:1-14. We’ll also look at 
the prophet Zephaniah’s call to 
repentance and promise of deliver-
ance in chapters 1-3.

April 16: Easter Day
No Forum

April 23: The Poetry of 
Christian Wiman.
Mother Nora Johnson leads us 
through more poems by contempo-
rary writer Christian Wiman. 
Formerly the editor of Poetry 
magazine, Wiman rediscovered his 
faith when he was diagnosed with 
incurable cancer. This is a follow-up 
session to our February 12 session, 
but you don’t need to have been 
there for that introduction to attend 
this session. Come read wonderful 
poems as we discover Wiman’s work 
together.

April 30: Contemplative 
Prayer. 
This Eastertide, Saint Mark’s will 
begin a Contemplative Prayer 
gathering every Thursday morning 
between the early Mass and 
Morning Prayer. Join Mother 
Johnson for an introduction to the 
group’s work and a gentle review of 
the principles of silent prayer.

May 7: Religious Life in the 
Episcopal Church. 
Brother Robert James McLaughlin, 
a member of the parish and of the 
Brotherhood of Saint Gregory, will 
talk to us about life as a professed 
member of a religious community.

May 14
To be announced

May 21: Little Gidding.
In 1625, Nicholas Ferrar, his 
mother, and other members of their 
family decided to live as what we 
might now call an intentional 
religious community. Little Gidding 
was deeply controversial in its own 
day, but later celebrated by T.S. 
Eliot and many others. Come learn 
about this family experiment in 
Anglican piety.

May 28 and June 4: Reli-
gious Experience.
Parishioner Roy Clouser, a 
philosopher of religion, will lead us 
in a two-part discussion of the 
experiential aspect of religion. He 
will talk about this topic from a 
theological, philosophical, and 
personal perspective.

Coming up in June
Parishioner Kevin Hook returns to 
talk about end-of-life decisions and 
Christian faith. 
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Running for Office
If you are interested in being on the ballot 
for the upcoming election, you need to be 
eligible to vote and have twenty eligible 
voters sign a nomination form. This form 
must be submitted to the Secretary of the 
Vestry ( Janet Distel) or returned to the 
parish office by 5 p.m. on Monday, May 
29. A list of eligible voters will be posted 
in the Parish Hall and on the ushers table 
in the back of the church. Ballots will be 
mailed out no later than Friday, June 2 
and they must be returned by Monday, 
June 12 at 5 p.m.
Eligible voters are defined by canon as 
those members of the parish who receive 
communion regularly and “have been 
faithful in working, praying, and giving 
for the spread of the Kingdom of God.” If 
your name does not appear on the list of 
eligible voters and you think it should, a 
mistake may have been made. Please 
contact a member of the Vestry or speak 
with Fr. Mullen.

Timeline

Friday, May 12
List of eligible voters posted on the 
ushers table and in the Parish Hall. 

Monday, May 29, 5 p.m. 
Nomination forms (with signatures of 20 
eligible voters) must be returned to the 
Secretary of the Vestry or the parish 
office.

Friday, June 2
Ballots will be mailed out to all eligible 
voters. 

Monday, June 12, 5 p.m. 
Ballots must be received in the parish 
office. (You may drop ballots in the col-
lection plate on the previous two Sundays 
or return them to the office by hand or by 
mail.)

Sunday, June 18
Election results posted on the ushers 
table and in the Parish Hall. 

2017 Parish 
Elections
Diocesan canons and the parish bylaws guide the way in which the laity of 

Saint Mark’s take part in decisions at the parish and diocesan levels. Each 
year in June, the eligible voters of the parish elect four members to Vestry, 
three representatives to the Diocesan Convention and two representatives 

to the Southwark Deanery. 
The Vestry is responsible for the temporal affairs of the parish. The Vestry articulates 
and facilitates the mission and ministries of the parish with attention to things like 
growth, outreach, community fellowship and financial health. Regular Vestry meetings 
are held on the third Tuesday of every month at 6:30 p.m. There are twelve members of 
the Vestry who serve a three-year term, with four members elected each year.
The Southwark Deanery is one of ten regions in the diocese, covering parishes in 
Center City and South Philadelphia. The clergy from each deanery meet monthly. 
Plenary meetings composed of clergy and lay representatives are scheduled quarterly to 
discusses specific concerns of its member churches and share in the work of ministry 
with each other. The Deanery elects representatives to Diocesan Council and the dean 
of the Southwark Deanery, as well as considering resolutions that will come before the 
annual Diocesan Convention.
Diocesan Convention is the governing body of the Diocese of Pennsylvania, composed 
of the clergy of the diocese and up to three lay delegates from each parish. The Conven-
tion is charged with considering a wide range of important matters facing the diocese, 
including passing the diocesan budget, electing members of other diocesan and church-
wide bodies, and considering amendments to the diocesan Constitution and 
Canons. Diocesan Convention meets annually in November. 
If you have any questions about being on the Vestry or about the other positions, please 
ask any Vestry member or one of the clergy. 



20s/30s 

at Saint Mark’s 
IN EASTERTIDE

Mother Erika Takacs 

The Saint Mark’s 20s/30s have had a full and 
happy year together. Our monthly gatherings 
for Simple Suppers have been rich times for 
conversation, worship, and building real bonds 
of friendship and affection. We’ve also gotten 
together to serve the parish or those in need by 
making soup for the Soup Bowl and slinging 
pancakes and bacon for the Shrove Tuesday 
pancake supper. Our 20s/30s are fun, faithful, 
committed Christians who ask good ques-
tions, care for each other well, and pray with 
honesty and compassion. 
It only seems right and good that we take time 
this year to go on an overnight retreat. We’ll 
start by gathering for dinner on Friday, April 
21, at the diocesan retreat center just outside of 
North East, Maryland. This center is a beauti-
ful place right on the water – it’s the perfect 
spot to relax, center down, and pray. We’ll 
spend our time together in prayer, worship, 
spiritual reflection, open conversation, and in-
tentional quiet. We’ll also allow for lots of time 
to be outside and to be together in a more 
relaxed way - eating together, cooking meals, 
and just hanging out. We’ll conclude our time 
after dinner on Saturday evening so that we 
can all be back for Mass on Sunday at Saint 
Mark’s!
I hope that many of our 20s/30s will be able to 
join us. And be sure to put our upcoming 
Simple Suppers in your calendar (April 4, May 
2, and June 6). For more information about the 
suppers or the Retreat, please contact Mother 
Takacs.

Choir Notes
Clara Gerdes

Sunday, April 9:  
Vincent Persichetti,  
Mass for Mixed Chorus
Vincent Persichetti (1915-1987) was a lifelong resident of Philadelphia. He began as 
a pianist and organist, working at Arch Street Presbyterian Church from 1931 to 
1951, but went on to study conducting at the Curtis Institute, later teaching compo-
sition at the Philadelphia Conservatory (now the University of the Arts) and the 
Juilliard School, where he was chair of the department. His students included Philip 
Glass, Peter Schickele, and present Curtis faculty member Richard Danielpour. A 
firm believer that one can never really “teach” composition beyond the basics, only 
teach music fundamentals and inspire one’s students, Persichetti’s works speak pow-
erfully through multiple styles from very simple to complex, even atonal. Among his 
output are works for unusual combinations such as violin, viola, and trombone. 
Succinct and reflective in mood, the Mass for Mixed Chorus  (of which the Sanctus, 
Benedictus, and Agnus Dei will be sung on Palm Sunday) was clearly written for litur-
gical rather than concert use. It is symmetrical in the lengths of the different move-
ments, combining Gregorian motives and ancient church modes with Persichetti’s 
stark and striking harmonic language. 

Tuesday, April 25:  
Judith Bingham,  
Touched by Heavenly Fire
Judith Bingham (b. 1952), originally from Sheffield, England, studied at the Royal 
College of Music and has enjoyed a successful career as a composer and singer, 
serving as a member of the BBC Singers and receiving four  British Composers 
Awards in 2004, 2006, and 2008. One of Britain’s leading composers, she has been 
commissioned by the BBC Proms, the London Mozart Players, the Three Choirs 
Festival, the Royal Northern College of Music, and Wells Cathedral, among others. 
Her works span instrumental and vocal genres. Touched by Heavenly Fire (to be sung 
on Saint Mark’s Day) is a setting of part of Robert Bridges’ poem  “Invocation to 
Music,” a text from 1895 honoring Henry Purcell, originally set by C.H.H. Parry. A 
flowing triplet motive appears in the organ part throughout; the work is filled with 
lush sonorities that hint at but rarely rest on tonal centers. Bingham frequently 
employs text painting; listen for the words “crushed,” “spread,” and “whispered.”
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Robert McCormick Organ Recital
On  Sunday, April 30, at  3 p.m., I will be offering an 
organ recital to benefit the outreach ministries of Saint 
Mark’s, the Food Cupboard and Saturday Soup Bowl. 
There is no specified admission charge, but a freewill 
offering is encouraged. The program will consist of all 
American works for organ (including music of Gerre 
Hancock, McNeil Robinson, and Searle Wright, as well 
as two living composers, Joel Martinson and Zachary 
Wadsworth), in addition to an improvisation on two 
hymns I have asked Fr. Mullen to select.
The program is ideal for our 1937 Aeolian-Skinner 
organ, an early and famous example of that firm’s 
“American Classic” school of organ building. American 
Classic organs were intended to be able to play music 
from a wide variety of periods and styles, and the sound 

of such organs would have been in the ears in many or all of the composers on the program. 
Additionally, this may be the last recital played on our organ before its long-awaited me-
chanical restoration. 
This might shock some readers, but devoted as I am to my instrument and its music, organ 
recitals are not the first thing I think of attending when I have a free afternoon. I think it’s 
safe to say that audiences for organ recitals don’t build themselves, even in churches where 
parishioners appreciate great music. I hope that many parishioners and friends will make 
time to attend, particularly for such a great cause. Please invite people you think might 
enjoy it! I have chosen the music to appeal to and engage a wide spectrum of listeners—not 
just specialists or organ aficionados. It will be my joy and honor to play beautiful music for 
a worthy cause.

SEE INSIDE 
FOR THE 
HOLY WEEK 
+ EASTER 
SCHEDULE


