
November 2018

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

A community’s mission statement calls attention to how it sees itself in the world, communicating what it is that its members 
collectively endeavor to be and do.  The Saint Mark’s mission statements says we are “a community that gathers in faith, serves 
in love, and proclaims hope, through Jesus Christ.” When we know our mission, we are called to embody it and become 
stewards of its growth.

Faith, hope, and love provide the spiritual framework within which we gather, serve, and proclaim—stewardship is the means 
by which we advance this. We become good stewards first by accepting responsibility, and second by acting to preserve, 
protect, and nurture our precious community, not just for our own time, but for the benefit of future generations as well. 
This involves financial commitment. 

Since 1847, generations of parishioners have joyfully provided for the mission of Saint Mark’s. The leadership of Saint 
Mark’s—clergy, vestry, stewardship committee, and others—includes a commitment to help fund the work of this precious 
community. Last year the leadership contributed 27% of the annual pledged giving. 

WE INVITE YOU TO MAKE A PLEDGE OF SUPPORT TOWARD THE MISSION OF SAINT MARK’S IN 2019.

If you have never made a pledge before, we ask you to join us in doing so this year. If you have pledged before, we ask you to 
consider increasing your pledge. We are encouraged to think of giving in terms of a percentage of our income: if you give 5% 
of your income, would you give 6% this year? If you give 3% would you pledge to give 4% this year? 

Enclosed with this letter is some information about our mission, what it costs, and how it is funded. Also enclosed is a pledge 
card that you can fill out and bring to Commitment Sunday November 18. Plus, for the first time in Saint Mark’s history, 
we are able to provide a way to make your pledge online at SaintMarksPhiladelphia.org.

You will soon be receiving a call from a member of 
the Stewardship Committee as an opportunity for 
us to discuss your pledge toward 2019 and to cover 
any questions you might have. We invite you to give 
prayerful consideration to your role in supporting 
the expansion of the mission here so we can continue 
to gather, serve, and proclaim for the sake of the 
Gospel in bigger and bolder ways.

Whatever you give, we hope you will make a 
commitment that is personally meaningful to you.  
It is your generosity that results in compassion for 
those who cry out in need, formation for all ages to 
grow in faith, and the rich worship of this parish that 
draws us into the deeper mystery of God. 

Sincerely,

The STewardShip CommiTTee

Jay Blossom, Sharon Gray, Kevin Daugherty Hook, Chiduzie Madubata,  
Douglas Marshall, Warren Meyer, Davis Dure, and Amelia Schmertz

S A INT  M ARK ’ S  C HURCH
P H I L A D E L P H I A

know the mission. grow the mission.

STEWARDSHIP PRAYER 2018
O God, in whose every creation we discover a gift freely given:  

help us to understand that all we have comes from  

the outpouring of your generosity, inspire in our hearts a deep 

sense of gratitude, and move us to share what we have received 

with the same immensity of spirit in which it was given. 

May our gifts of substance and service be an example of Christ’s 

enduring presence and outreach to this community and all beings.

A m e n .

S A INT  M ARK ’ S  C HURCH
P H I L A D E L P H I A



THANK 
YOU

FOR CONTINUING TO GIVE TO THIS PARISH.

S A I NT  M A RK ’ S  C HURCH
P H I L A D E L P H I A

T H E  M I S S I O N  O F  S A I N T  M A R K ’ S

Saint Mark’s is  
a community 
that gathers  
in faith, serves 
in love and 
proclaims hope, 
through 
Jesus Christ.

We are a parish community learning to live and 
grow in the love of Jesus Christ. We aim to be 
a place where all people can encounter the love 
and peace of the living God. As an Episcopal 
parish that values its catholic heritage, at Saint 
Mark’s you will find rich worship, sacramental 
spirituality, and a strong commitment to the care 
of those who are in need.

YOUR GIFT MATTERS.


