
 

 

Saint Mark’s Church, Philadelphia, seeks a full-time Ministry Resident for Outreach to lead and 

coordinate the important ministries of service that form a core part of the parish’s identity. The 

Ministry Resident for Outreach oversees the hunger ministries of the parish (the Food Cupboard and 

the Saturday Soup Bowl) and builds relationships with other churches and social service agencies in 

Philadelphia that further our mission of serving God’s people on the margins of society. 

 

This is one of two Ministry Resident positions at Saint Mark’s, an opportunity to engage in an 11-

month period of active discernment while immersed in parish ministry and the context of community 

life and daily prayer. The positions begin in mid-August 2017 and continue through July 2018. The 

opportunity for a second-year renewal may be available. 

 

Letters of interest may be submitted to the Rev. Erika Takacs: etakacs@saintmarksphiladelphia.org. 

Inquiries will be considered until the positions are filled. 

 

About Saint Mark’s 

Saint Mark’s is a growing, urban parish with strong emphases on the worship of God and service to 

God’s people, especially the poor and needy. A parish of the Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania, we 

treasure our Anglo-Catholic tradition and outlook, joined to a Eucharist-centered, socially progressive, 

deeply sacramental expression of Christian faith. 

 

Service to those in need is the one of two markers of the parish’s identity. Saint Mark’s has operated 

a Food Cupboard for more than 30 years that provides staples for up to 200 families a month, and 

the Saturday Soup Bowl feeds nearly 200 hungry people every Saturday morning. In 2009, Saint Mark’s 

initiated the founding of City Camp with the Office of Family and Youth Ministry of the Diocese of 

Pennsylvania. Saint Mark’s was also instrumental in the 2011 founding of St. James School – a tuition-

free independent urban middle school for children from low-income families – at an abandoned 

church in North Philadelphia. Mission trips beyond the diocese have taken our members to 

Appalachia, the Gulf Coast, the Jersey Shore, and Honduras. A return trip to Honduras to provide 

much-needed medical assistance to the poor is planned for the summer of 2017. 

 

Saint Mark’s seeks to provide opportunities for Christian formation for young and old and for people 

in various stages of their spiritual journey. The parish community is always aware that this kind of 
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formation happens best when being attentive to developing the gifts of the community, and providing 

individuals paths to discovery and transformation in the context of an active parish. 

 

About the Ministry Resident Program 

Ministry Residents are part of a team of professionals and volunteers who practice ministry on a daily 

basis, and who share in a life of prayer and worship. In addition to two Ministry Residents, the staff 

of the parish includes two full-time clergy, two full-time lay employees, and part-time administrative 

staff, clergy, and musicians. 

 

In addition to their area of focus, Ministry Residents provide regular leadership in the daily cycle of 

prayer and worship; Mass has been said at Saint Mark’s daily since 1884, and the parish is open for the 

services of Morning and Evening Prayer five days a week. Saint Mark’s worships in the Anglo-Catholic 

tradition according to the 1979 Book of Common Prayer, and Ministry Residents are expected to 

participate in Morning and Evening Prayer and serve at the altar multiple times a week. Residents need 

not be Episcopalian to carry out these ministries, and thorough training is provided. 

 

Ministry Residents live on the parish grounds in a larger community of young adults who are engaged 

in ministry outside the parish. Saint Mark’s provides a private room in the large Rectory adjacent to 

the church, and residents share common living spaces, baths, and a kitchen. Ministry Residents receive 

a stipend of $500 per month, health care insurance (if required), and a small allotment for professional 

development. Residents will find support in the Ministry Resident Support Team, a group of laity who 

meet regularly to assist in discernment and to manage issues of concern in community life. 

 

The Ministry Resident program partners with Servant Year, the Episcopal Service Corps program in 

the Diocese of Pennsylvania, to provide further spiritual and personal formation and community life 

opportunities.  

 

The Person We Seek 

The Ministry Resident for Outreach should be a recent college graduate who desires to explore the 

ministry to which Christ is calling them in an urban context while living in an intentional Christian 

community. The program requires the Ministry Resident to be responsible, hard-working, and ready 

to engage in a rigorous schedule of prayer and worship. Applicants should have reasonable 

expectations about living in community, and recognize that learning about such living is part of the 

challenge of the residency, as well as part of the reward. Saint Mark’s is looking for young people who 

have attained a certain measure of maturity and who will bring energy, enthusiasm, and imagination 

to the community. Ministry Residents are also expected to work with volunteers and to contribute to 

work as needed around the church and its adjacent buildings and grounds. 

 

Ministry Residents are members of the parish community, and are welcomed and encouraged to 

participate in the fullness of parish life, and to engage meaningfully with the life of the community in 

worship and beyond. 



Preferences 

 Familiarity with The Episcopal Church 

 Anglican/Episcopal, Roman Catholic, or mainline Protestant background 

 Strong communications and organization skills 

 Strong interpersonal skills 

 

Responsibilities 

The Ministry Resident for Outreach works with various aspects of ministries both on and off the 

church campus, including the Food Cupboard, the Saturday Soup Bowl, and projects at St. James 

School and neighboring parishes. This person collaborates primarily with volunteers who provide 

leadership in each of these areas under the direction of the Rector. 

 

This position is full-time and requires weekend availability and some evenings. The Ministry Resident 

for Outreach reports to the Associate Rector. 

 

Regular duties include: 

 

Food Cupboard 

 Order and/or solicit all food supplies for the Food Cupboard 

 Assist with receiving food deliveries 

 Schedule volunteers and coordinate distribution of food during open hours 

 Ensure efficient overall operation of the Food Cupboard 

 

Saturday Soup Bowl 

 Work with volunteers and other leaders to organize the Saturday Soup Bowl and recruit 

volunteers 

 Serve as liaison between the parish and outside groups who support the Soup Bowl ministry 

 Participate in service at the Saturday Soup Bowl 

 Assist with ordering supplies for the Soup Bowl 

 

Outside the Parish 

 Facilitate participation in special projects at St. James School 

 Build and maintain relationships with other partner parishes and communities as assigned (i.e. 

the Church of the Crucifixion; Saint Mary’s Church, Bainbridge Street; the Welcome Center, 

etc.) 

 Collaborate with Honduras Planning Team on preparation for mission trips 

 Participate in mission trips as availability allows 

 

 

 



Worship 

 Attend Morning and Evening Prayer regularly 

 Serve at the altar for Sunday, weekday, and seasonal Masses 

 

General 

 Assist in the parish office as needed 

 Assist regularly with physical duties – the resident must be in good physical condition and 

must be able to live 40 pounds easily 

 Assist the Ministry Resident for Families and Children as needed 

 Other duties as assigned 

 


