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t’s more or less a tenet of modern thought that 
mysteries should be solved, puzzles should be 
de-ciphered, questions should be answered, 

problems should be pushed toward resolutions, 
uncertainties should be tested, the unknown should 
be discovered.  These attitudes have resulted in un-
numbered blessings, and should not be disregarded.  
As Christians shaped by these attitudes, however, we 
can come up against some pretty rough seas when 
we approach this holy time of year when we 
commemorate the Passion, Death, and Resurrection 
of Jesus. 
 
The story has been told; carved into our awareness 
like so many crucifixes – call it the Paschal story for 
shorthand.  And we assume that our task in Holy 
Week is to discover what this Paschal story means, 
maybe for the first time, maybe in a new way.  And 
it is perfectly good and proper to approach Holy 
Week and Easter this way – in search of its meaning, 
poised to unlock its mysteries, puzzles, questions, 
and uncertainties as much as we can.  God gave us 
minds with which to probe; by all means let us use 
them, especially in his praise and service. 
 
But it is also true that part of the church’s ministry 
has always been to accept the mystery: to recognize 
that when it comes to God – even God’s love – there 

are puzzles we will never de-cipher, problems that 
lead to no final resolution, questions whose answers  
persistently elude us, unknowns that remain 
shrouded in darkness.  In the end there is mystery. 
 
During Holy Week we do a little of both.  We seek 
the meaning of the Paschal story.  And we allow 
ourselves to be enveloped in mystery for a while.  In 
fact, we find that there is something to be gained by 
just sitting with the mystery, allowing some of our 
questions to go un-answered.  The liturgies of the 
church are largely designed to help us encounter the 
mystery, to assert the eventual mysteriousness of 
God’s love, as well as the inevitability of it. 
 
We sing the praise of him who died upon the Cross.  
Why did he have to die?  Whose idea was it?  What 
kind of God is this?  How does his death affect our 
lives, our deaths?  This is God’s way of loving us?  
What did Jesus do in the time between his Death and 
his Resurrection?  How does the Resurrection help 
me and you?  What does it mean to believe this stuff?  
Why aren’t there better answers to some of these 
questions?   
 
Love, of course, remains a mystery nearly 
everywhere we encounter it, so it is not much of a 
surprise that God, who is love, should remain a 
mystery to us in loving us.  As we grow up, we 
discover that you only have so many choices when 
faced with the embrace of love: either you return the 
embrace or you don’t (we often make it more 
complicated, but there is still a bottom line).  Our 
worship during Holy Week and at Easter is one way 
we return the embrace of God’s mysterious love.  It 
is time-consuming, costly, and inconvenient – just 
like love. 
 
As we approach Holy Week and Easter I hope that 
you will be open to the possibility of simply 
encountering the mystery of God’s love, as well as the 
possibility that you might learn something new 
about the meaning of Jesus’ Passion, Death, and 
Resurrection.  And I hope that as you consider how 
you will observe these holy days, you’ll decide that 
the best thing you can do is return the embrace of 
God’s mysterious love – by showing up to offer your 
prayers and praises, and to stand and sing amid the 
mystery of it all. 
 
 

I 
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aint Mark’s is hosting two wonderful 
opportunities for children this summer – our 
traditional Vacation Music School and our 

new Summer Choir Camp. Both camps will take 
place from August 4-8, 2014. Vacation Music School 
is our camp for younger children, ages 3-8, and will 
run from 9 am – 1 pm each day. Children in VMS 
will spend time singing together, learning about 
musical instruments and the people who play them, 
hearing Bible stories, praying, and playing games. 
Our new Summer Choir Camp is for older children, 
ages 9-14, and will run from 9 am – 4 pm each day. 
Campers will enjoy a lot of great singing, swimming, 
horseback riding, drama instruction and much more. 
In addition to being a great time for our choristers 
to get a head start on music for the new choir season, 
Summer Choir Camp is an excellent time to recruit 
new boys and girls to our choir program. Both VMS 
and our Summer Choir Camp include lunch. 
Registration for both camps is now open! To 
register, please visit the Saint Mark’s website or 
contact Mother Takacs or Dr. Darryl Roland. 
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This month’s Simple Supper will take place at Kara 
and Jeff Cochran’s home on Saturday, April 12 at 
6:00 pm. Dinner will be hearty tomato soup and a 
gourmet grilled cheese bar. Our last gathering at the 
Middleton’s house in March was a huge amount of 
fun. These suppers are really taking off, and we hope 
to have lots more 20s/30s join us. They are a great 
opportunity to get to know one another better in a 
relaxed setting and to worship together in the 
holiness of someone’s home. As always, we’ll gather 
for a simple celebration of the Eucharist, a delicious 
dinner, and lots of time for conversation. This is the 
perfect opportunity to invite a friend to come along. 
If you’re interested in attending, please contact 
Mother Takacs for directions and to RSVP.   

 

Join the Saint Mark's 20s/30s for our first film night, 
Saturday, April 26, beginning at 4:30 pm at Solade 
and Alicia Thorpe's house in South Philly. We'll be 
watching the 1966 film The Gospel According to Saint 
Matthew by Pier Paolo Pasolini. Bosley Crowther of 
The New York Times wrote of this movie when it 
premiered that “it is an extraordinary blending of 
black-and-white reality and the literalness of St. 
Matthew’s Gospel…neither transcendent nor 
mundane, neither extravagant nor banal…a most 
uncommon film.” Come see the film, share some 
food and drink, and discuss your experience of the 
film. 

 

First and foremost, it is almost time for our annual 
Easter Egg Hunt! On Easter morning, in what will 
surely be bright, warm sunshine, join the families of 
Saint Mark’s for a delightful Easter egg hunt at 10:00 
am in the Saint Mark’s garden. Bring your best 
Easter baskets and your egg-spotting skills. A great 
time is always had by all. This is a perfect 
opportunity to invite a friend or neighbor – all are 
welcome!  And then, with the return of the warm 
weather, comes the return of Godly Play in the 

Park. On Saturday, April 26, we will gather in 
Rittenhouse Square to share a Godly Play story with  
our Center city neighbors. This is Gospel sharing at 
its most powerful – telling a beautiful story of God’s 
love and grace in a beautiful setting and inviting all 
to sit and listen. If you’d like to meet at church, 
please come to the 10:00 am Mass and then meet 
Mother Takacs directly afterwards to walk down to 
the Square. If you’d like to meet us there, gather 
around the goat (on the far west side of the park) at 
10:45. All families, of all types and ages, are welcome.  
 
If you’ve never heard a Godly Play story, now is a 
great time to experience one. They are powerful 
presentations of the stories of the Bible that engage 
all of the senses and invite all of the listeners to 
engage deeply with their imaginations. Christ told his 
disciples to go into all the world preaching the 
Gospel. Won’t you start by joining us as we walk 
down Locust Street? Please feel free to contact 
Mother Takacs with any questions.   
 

Saint Mark’s Choir will be joined by the student-led 
Choir of Exeter College on Friday, April 11 at 5:30 
pm.  We will sing Evensong together followed by a 
special Stations of the Cross in which Exeter Choir 
will sing motets appropriate to Lent and Holy Week.  

 
Join Mother Erika Takacs for the final in a series of 
studies of the poetry and music of the War Requiem 
by Benjamin Britten, immediately following Choral 
Evensong and Sung Meditations with the Choir of 
Exeter College.  The War Requiem is masterpiece of 
choral literature which combines the traditional 
Latin Requiem texts with the works of Wilfred 
Owen, one of Britain’s most famous war poets.  All 
are welcome. 
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n Sunday mornings at 10 am Saint Mark’s 
is particularly alive with ideas and 
conversation.  While the young folk are 

upstairs in the library enjoying the Schola, adults 
gather in the parish hall for classes on a wide range 
of topics, taught from a great mix of perspectives. In 
the coming weeks we will be looking at the birth of 
Anglicanism in parts three and four of Prof. Barry 
Levis’s terrific series.  We will also have a special 
session on Palm Sunday: Holy Week 101.  This 
forum will be your chance to ask about those aspects 
of Holy Week that you’ve been wondering about, 
from the washing of feet on Holy Thursday to the 
Tenebrae service on Wednesday, to the stripping of 
the altar and the Mass of the Pre-Sanctified on Good 
Friday.  Do you know why we do what we do?  April 
will be a great month for learning some Anglican 
basics at Saint Mark’s.  Newcomers are most 
especially welcome. 

 
What are we doing when we show reverence to the 
crucifix on Good Friday? What does the word 

"Maundy" mean?  Why does the Easter Vigil start 
with a bonfire?  Come learn about the ancient 
liturgies of Holy Week, and ask questions about why 
we do what we do. Mother Nora explains it all for 
you.  If you would like to send your questions in 
advance, please contact Mother Nora at 
njohnso1@swarthmore.edu. 
 

 
Barry Levis, Emeritus Professor of History. The 
gestation of Anglicanism took much longer than just 
the reign of Henry VIII.  While his effort to gain a 
divorce certainly proved decisive, what becomes the 
Anglican ethos really took shape over the following 
century. Through the course of these discussions, we 
will follow the path—at times tortuous—from the 
initial break with Rome to the formation of a 
distinctive Anglican attitude. Part three of a four-
part series, continuing May 4. 

 

 

 

or many years now it has been my hope to be 
able to take our wonderful choir to the cradle 
of Anglicanism.   And although part of that 

means the rolling hills, and pastures greens, tea and 
scones in the afternoon and a good chat with a pint 
or two, what this really means for us is singing as the 
resident choir for a week in an English Cathedral.   
 
Normally, the bigger and famous Cathedrals fill up 
three and four years in advance. However, an 
opportunity popped up somewhat unexpectedly in 
Wells Cathedral for Monday, August 10 through 

O 
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Sunday, August 17th.  Our choir will follow the daily 
pattern of sung daily services each evening for 
Evensong and the three choral services of Mass, 
Mattin and Evensong on Sunday.   This pattern of 
worship as prescribed in the Book of Common 
Prayer has been offered, virtually without 
interruption since the 16th century. Of course, most 
foundations were Monasteries before the dissolution 
enacted by Henry the VIII where the pattern of 
chanting the Offices goes back to the early Middle 
Ages.   
 
Wells Cathedral is a Church of England place of 
worship in Wells, Somerset dedicated to St. Andrew 
the Apostle. The present building dates from 1175 
to 1490, an earlier church having been built on the 
site in 705. Wells has been variously described as 
"unquestionably one of the most beautiful" and as 
"the most poetic" of English cathedrals. The 
beautiful Roman/Medieval town itself is nestled in 
the Mendip Hills with a population of just under 
12,000. 
 

 

 
I think the thing to which I am most looking forward 
is the opportunity for our choir to grow as a 
community and to feel the connection that we have 
as an Anglican choir participating in the centuries old 
custom of offering daily services in the Cathedral 
where voices have been raised in prayer to God for 
several centuries.  Just before we head back to the 
United States, we will stop by her Majesty's Palace in 
Windsor Castle and offer Evensong at the famed 
Chapel of St. George's. This will be a special treat as 
we sing in a space where Henry VIII himself is 
buried as well as one of his wives, Jane Seymour and 

many other of the King's Queens. Pray for us during 
this very special time.  We look forward to sharing 
our experiences and stories upon our return! 
 

 
“Little darlin’ it’s been a long cold lonely winter… 
little darlin’ it feels like years since it’s been clear…” 
George Harrison, perhaps the most underrated of 
Beatles (he also gave us the amazing song My Sweet 
Lord) sang those words in 1969 on the last album 
the Beatles ever released. There’s a hopefulness that 
acknowledges the past but seems to revel in what’s 
to come. Man do we need some of that this year. I 
feel like I’ve been edgier, moodier, snarkier, and 
more mercurial than I have been in a long time. Too 
much grey, too much cold, not enough gym and 
outdoors. I’m going stir crazy. 
 
Spring will fix that. Lent is fixing that. We have much 
to look forward to this year. Since the spring has 
been so late this year the 300+ bulbs we planted this 
year are going to explode in one big profusion of 
color. The seeds I started last week are already 
bounding forth in their pots. The perennials I’m 
training in my backyard to go into Saint Mark’s 
garden next year are budding forth despite the cold. 
Life is returning, the sun is coming back out.   We 
have a big garden year planned so I thought I’d give 
you a portion of the schedule.  Please join us! 
 

 
I also thought I’d take the opportunity to give you 
some tips about flower bulbs. There are many myths 
for your Dutchman to dispel:  Plant them in the fall, 
at the recommended depth with their tips up/roots 
down.  Don’t plant “forced” bulbs ever. These are 
the bulbs you buy already flowering in pots for 
spring. Once bulbs have been so stressed by forcing 
they are only good for the compost bin. They will 
not re-flower. They will waste space in your garden. 
Yes, I know it’s sad. Toss them. 
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Tulips are one of my favorites. They are originally 
from Turkey. You’ll find them in Turkey’s tourism 
branding. I love them. I love Turkey and I love the 
Netherlands. The Dutch commercialized them and 
created an industry around them. I say all this to tell 
you that we don’t live in the mountains of Turkey.  
The most you’ll get out of a tulip is 2, maybe 3 
seasons. They will either fall victim to the squirrel or 
rot in the wet soil their Turkic roots are not used 
to.  Right after tulips flower, rip the pistils off the top 
of the plant. They put needless energy into seeding 
and you want to save that energy for a bloom next 
year. 
 
Daffodils and any narcissus last longer, much longer 
than Tulips so place them in parts of the beds you 
don’t expect to disturb. They “naturalize” like a 
dream. You can also place them in borders and plant 
shallow rooted annuals over top/around them.  
Spanish Bluebells spread, and spread and spread… I 
quite like them and apparently so did someone at 
Saint Mark’s before I arrived. :) 
 

 

Do not cut down or tie back the greenery of your 
bulbs until it’s actually yellowed and begins to die 
back. I’m not sure who started this tradition of 
rubber banding or worse, cutting bulb greens after 
the flowers have passed but it harms the bulbs. The 
greens produce next year’s flower. It’s like cutting 
off all the leaves on an apple tree and then 
wondering why it doesn’t produce good fruit. Cut 
the greens when they are yellowing dead.     
 

I look forward to seeing you in the garden!  For 
news, schedules and updates on the garden: 
http://www.saintmarksphiladelphia.org/garden. 

 
n the Gospel According to St. Matthew, chapter 
fourteen, Jesus was told that his cousin, John the 
Baptist had been beheaded, and upon hearing 

this, he withdrew to a deserted place to be alone. But 
a large crowd, who also heard the sad and terrible 
news, left the cities and followed him.  
 
Jesus had compassion for this large crowd. He put 
aside his own grief and pain and healed those who 
were sick.  He took the time to minister to their pain. 
When the hour was late, his disciples urged Jesus to 
send the people on their way so they could feed 
themselves. However, Jesus saw this as yet another 
opportunity to be compassionate. He didn’t turn 
them away as his disciples were quick to do. (How 
often do we turn a blind eye to those in need?)   
 

 
Instead, He told his disciples to feed the people.  
Frustrated by what little food they managed to find, 
the disciples brought Jesus five loaves of bread and 
two fish and with that, Jesus fed 5,000 men and 
countless women and children.  
 
It is miraculous that so many people ate – and were 
filled – on such a small amount of food! The miracle 
is not necessarily the number of people that were 
fed, but rather who Jesus called to feed them.   
 
Time and time again we are faced with situations 
where God is calling us to have compassion and help 
those in need; to “feed the people.”  Like the early 
disciples, many of us today respond by telling God 
how limited our resources are.   Remember that God 
knows what we have and what we don’t have. Our 
job is not to present to God our list of limitations. 
Our job is to simply trust; trust that God will take 
what we do have and use it and multiply it.  Every 
day we are confronted with human needs and 
challenges, and that means that every day is an 

I 
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opportunity for a miracle.  That miracle could be 
praying for someone in pain, feeding a homeless 
person, starting a food pantry, volunteering at a 
shelter, visiting the sick or shut-in, or countless other 
ways.  Don’t think that God cannot use your 
“limited” resources, your “five loaves and two fish.”  
God’s hands are your hands, his feet your feet. You 
are well equipped! Stay alert, be aware, be 
compassionate, and always remember that you are a 
miracle waiting to happen.

 
hen I was a child, I sometimes fell out of 
bed. Relieved, as an adult, to find that this 
was not the cause of any of my 

peculiarities (God knows what the cause), it happens 
that falling out of bed is quite common. There are 
abundant essays on the subject. Experts recommend 
guardrails. For children, more creative solutions 
abound, like the one offered by a mother suggesting 
Styrofoam pool noodles placed around the 
perimeter of the bed.  There are items for purchase, 
like the Bed Bug Bumper and even a child's book 
entitled One Ted Falls out of Bed, by Julia 
Donaldson.  In the final assessment, I like my 
mother's advice best: "maybe you're too close to the 
edge of the bed, honey -- get all the way in." 
 
In my late twenties, I was baptized here at Saint 
Mark's.  My mother's advice echoed in my ears: get 
all the way in. Easier said than done!  On the edge of 
the bed, I'm poised to run if the Bogey man decides 
to make a meal of me -- in the center of the bed, I'm 
trapped!  

Fitting into a new community of faith can be scary. 
It's human nature to exercise caution, falling in and 
falling out for lack of comfort. I prefer to ease my 
way in, closer and closer to the center of things, until, 
one day, I find that I've taken ownership of the 
experience that once was frightening. Indeed, it takes 
time to arrive at the center of a new community of 
faith; but, when it happens, how much more 
unencumbered prayer becomes! 
 
At the center of things at Saint Marks are clergy of 
apostolic succession who listen and respond to 
Christ's call for His church. In support of the clergy, 
freeing them for pastoral duty, is the Vestry. The 
Vestry is the governing lay body of the church, 
elected by its members and charged with the task of 
compelling its cause. Vestry is a three year 
commitment, and, in this way, the personality of 
Vestry changes with the changing talents and 
contributions of its constituents. The cause, though, 
stays constant: to serve in faith, gather in love and 
spread hope through Jesus Christ.  In addition to the 
clergy and Vestry,  there are dozens of ministry 
leaders and workers who are Christ’s hands, carrying 
the Gospel beyond our red doors.   If you're new to 
Saint Mark's, or if you've been on the fringes, as 
we're want to do, come all the way in!  We have work 
for you -- the work of the Gospel. If someone asks 
you to coffee hour, come along; but better, if 
someone asks you to serve at coffee hour, grab an 
apron and come all the way in. The ministries of this 
church are many and varied, and there is a place for 
your talents, no doubt!  
 

 

W 
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One day, when you are in the thick of things here, 
when you are no longer afraid and deep in the center 
of this amazing community, it is likely that someone 
from leadership will ask you to run for one of the 
twelve positions on Vestry. If that happens, consider 
the invitation an honor. Come all the way in.  
 
Serving on Vestry has brought me closer to the 
center of things at Saint Mark's. I've a fuller 
understanding of fellowship and Christian mission. 
I've grown in ways I never thought possible. More 
than all this, I've gotten to know my fellow 
parishioners and their hopes for our church. Now, 
it's someone else's turn on Vestry. You, perhaps?  

 

aving been raised a Baptist, I was greatly 
influenced for a long time by an argument 
against beautified churches – an argument 

I have come to call the “Puritan Critique.” The 
critique goes like this: Why spend the money on 
beautifying a building when that money could be 
spent to help the poor? Wouldn’t it also be better 
spent on a Christian school or seminary? After all, 
no one really needs to have elaborate architecture 
and stained glass to worship God any more than they 

need an elaborate liturgy. Simpler is always better. 
The fact is, however, that the Bible (1 Kings) records 
the specific directions God gave to Israel for the 
construction of the Temple in Jerusalem, and those 
directions are nothing like the Puritan Critique! The 
building was to be architecturally impressive, 
overlaid with gold, and adorned with other 
expensive materials. It was elaborately carved and 
ornamented throughout, and its main altar, along 
with the table of the bread of God’s presence, was 
made of gold.  

 

 

The liturgy celebrated there was also elaborate and 
included vested priests, antiphonal choirs, and 
incense. And all this was either ordered or approved 
by God himself. It was deemed appropriate because 
the Holiest place of that Temple was where God 
lived with Israel: his presence rested upon the mercy 
seat above the Ark of the Covenant.  

Of course, most Jews couldn’t worship regularly at 
the Temple simply because they lived too far away 

H 
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from it. For them, synagogue worship would have to 
do. A synagogue was, by comparison, a simple 
building and it celebrated a simple liturgy: hymns, 
prayers, scripture reading, and some comment on 
the scripture. To be sure, holy days were also 
celebrated in synagogues, but not with anything 
close to the liturgy of the Temple. Synagogues were 
important to Jewish religious life and were revered, 
but they could not occupy the same status as the 
Temple for one simple but powerful reason: the 
Temple housed the very Presence of God. 

Now it seems to me that Christian denominations 
have been divided over whether to follow the 
example of the synagogue or the Temple. Baptists, 
Pentecostals, Congregationalists, and Reformed 
Churches tend to follow the model of the synagogue, 
while Eastern Orthodox, Roman Catholic, 
Lutheran, and high church Anglicans tend to follow 
the model of the Temple. What explains this 
difference? 

The answer, I think, is that the denominations that 
beautify their church buildings and celebrate an 
elaborate liturgy believe in the Real Presence of 
Christ in the bread and wine of the Eucharist. They 
therefore believe that God is really present in their 
church building and attends their liturgy every bit as 
much as any ancient Jew believed God was really 
present in the Holiest Place of the Temple. The Real 
Presence of Christ in the Eucharist means that he is 
personally accessible to every believer in a special 
redemptive way that is not the same as the way he is 
everywhere at all times.  

By contrast, the denominations that do not believe 
in the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist reflect 
that belief in their buildings and liturgy. Most of 
them see the celebration of the Lord’s Supper merely 
as a memorial, an act of remembering what Christ’s 
death has accomplished on their behalf. But they 
reject the idea that their building, like the Temple of 
Solomon, actually houses the Presence of God in a 
special way not duplicated in any other time and 
place. 

There should be no question in your mind as to 
where St Mark’s stands on this difference. Our 
building is a holy space, adorned so as to be a proper 
setting in which to meet God. Our liturgy and choir, 
hymns, prayers, and incense are directed to his 
Presence not as though He is far off and hard to 

reach, but in full confidence that He is right here 
with this congregation of his people. In every 
celebration of the Eucharist Christ re-offers Himself 
to us, and we reaffirm our trust in Him. 

This is why we must maintain this holy place. It is a 
treasure entrusted to us so that we may pass it on to 
the future generations who will also meet God here. 

 

4.11 Choral Evensong and Sung Meditations; 
Stations of the Cross, with visiting Choir of 
Exeter College, Oxford, 5:30, Parish, 
followed by Fridays in Lent series, War 
Requiem, 6:30 pm, Parish Library  

4.12 Parish Clean-up Day, 10:30 am 
 20s/30s Simple Supper, 6 pm, at the home 

of Kara and Jeff Cochran   
4.13 Palm Sunday 
4.16 Holy Wednesday, the Office of Tenebrae,  

7 pm 
4.17 Maundy Thursday, Choral High Mass, 7 pm 
 Vigil before the Blessed Sacrament at the 

Altar of Repose, Lady Chapel 
4.18 Good Friday, Liturgies of Good Friday,  

12 noon 
4.19 Holy Saturday, the Great Vigil & First Mass 

of Easter (Dessert Reception to follow) 
4.20 Easter Sunday 
4.21 Easter Monday, Parish Office Closed 
4.26 20s/30s Film Night, 4:30 pm at the home of 

Alicia Thorpe 
4.28 The Feast of St. Mark’s the Evangelist, 7 pm 

Solemn High Mass  
4.30 St. James Fundraiser @ Di Bruno Bros., 

1730 Chestnut Street, 5:30-7:30 pm 
5.4 Evensong & Benediction, 4 pm 
5.6 Annual Dinner for residents of St. John’s 

Hospice 
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Please make plans to join us as we welcome our 
provisional Bishop, Clifton Daniel, to his first 
visitation of Saint Mark's Church.  Bishop Daniel 
will preach, and will confirm and receive people into 
the Episcopal Church.  A Pot-Luck Supper will 
follow in the Parish Hall. 

 

sk any Saint Mark’s parishioner what makes 
Saint Mark’s a treasure and they will answer 
with personal conviction and authority, love 

and reverence.  They would say, for example, that 
Saint Mark’s Church itself is the treasure, designed 
as the first mature expression of Gothic Revival 
architecture in America, the product of the finest 
artisans and craftsmen of their time:  John Notman, 
Henry Vaughan, Ralph Adams Cram, and Samuel 
Yellin to name just a few.    Some would say that 
Saint Mark’s treasure is found in its centuries-old 
tradition of worship, reverent liturgy, and 
inspirational music, and in its Christian outreach to 
our city and to those in need.    Others among us 
would reveal that Saint Mark’s “truest” treasure lies 
in the remarkable gifts of silver, gilt and textiles that 
have been given to the Church by generous 
benefactors throughout the ages.   
 
Our “Saving A Treasure” campaign is about to 
explore the subject more broadly than ever before 
through “Treasure Talks” – a series of small 
gatherings designed to provide an in-depth 
understanding of the “Saving A Treasure” campaign 
goals and objectives,  and to help us re-discover the 
Godly treasure of Saint Mark’s Church.  With a 
renowned roster of speakers, “Treasure Talks” 
promises to deliver an enjoyable evening of 
stimulating talks on such topics as stained glass, 
architecture, the gifts of Rodman Wanamaker, and 

the meaning and beauty of the vestments worn by 
clergy at Saint Mark’s.  “Treasure Talks” will be held 
on four consecutive Wednesdays from 6 – 8 pm in 
the Rectory, beginning May 14 through June 4.  If 
you have not done so already, please select the Talk 
of your choice and RSVP to Cheryl Barber, Director 
of Development and Communications at 
cbarber@saintmarksphiladelphia.org or 215-735-
1416.  Thank you. 

 
 

Stained Glass Stories:   
The Windows of Saint Mark’s 
with Suzanna Barucco, May 14 

 
Saint Mark’s & St. James the Less: 

Gems of American Architecture 
with Dr. David Brownlee, May 21 

 
Saints in Sterling: 

The Gifts of Rodman Wanamaker 
with Addie Quinn, May 28 

 
The Treasures of Saint Mark’s: 

Vessels and Vesture 
with Davis d’Ambly, June 4 

 

Di Bruno Bros. has teamed up with St. James School 
to help confront the health challenges facing St. 
James students and their families.  For many, the 
only affordable food options are salty, fatty, or 
processed foods with little nutritional value.  

St. James School’s current kitchen is small, outdated, 
and can only warm food -- and with most students 
having four meals a day at St. James School, we must 
do better. With a new kitchen on our campus we are 
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one giant step closer to providing fresh healthy 
meals to students. We invite you to attend a great 
fundraiser at Di Bruno Bros. on April 30, 5:30 – 7:30 
pm at 1730 Chestnut Street, in support of this 
important initiative.  Please visit St. James School 
website at www.stjamesphila.org for event details.    

 

 
SA I N T  M A R K ’ S  C H U R C H  

 

On Easter morning, in what will surely be bright, 
warm sunshine, join the families of Saint Mark’s for 
a delightful Easter egg hunt at 10:00 am in the Saint 
Mark’s garden. Bring your best Easter baskets and 
your egg-spotting skills. A great time is always had 
by all. This is a perfect opportunity to invite a friend 
or neighbor – all are welcome!

http://www.stjamesphila.org/

